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| HEN I firſt publiſh'd 
* | theſe brief Eſſays in 
the Year 1708, I 
hope it will be readily believed, both 
from the Scope of them, and Con- 
cealment of my Name, that the 
chief Inducement thereto, was a 
juſt Concern at the deplorable 
Growth of Scepticiſm and Infi- 
delity : And that my Pains were 
at leaſt excuſable, from the daring 
Efforts made by the Author of the 
Rights, c. and ſome Others, 
againſt the Authority of Reveal 'd 
Religion, and the Dignity of the 
RT ob. 


iv To the READER. 
Sacred Function. That I have 
nom, at laſt, ventur d to own them 


publicłly, is not from any fond 
Opinion of their Worth, but to do 
myſelf ſome Juſtice on an Occaſſon 
almoſt generally known, and as 
generally miſrepreſented, 

After many Years entirely break- 
ing through the Prejudice of Edu- 
cation; impartially Examining the 

Points of Difference ; comparing 
the Conſtitution and Doctrine of 
the Eftabliſh'd Church, with the 
pureſt Times of Antiquity ; endea- 
wouring to recommend its Amia- 
bleneſs to others, together with 
the Duty and Reaſonableneſs of 
Compliance in leſſer Things, for 
the ſake of Peace and Unity, 
and ſtrengthening the common 


| Intereſt of the Reformed Re- 1 


ligion; paying the moſt profound 
fe | ; Def, * 
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; 
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To the READER. v7 
Deference to all Degrees of Thole, 
whoſe Province it is to Govern and 
Miniſter in Spiritual Things; 
Filling up no ſmall part of my va- 
cant Hours with the more immedi- 
ate Studies of Divinity ; and 
having been, for near a compleat 
Tear, after due Examination, ad- 
mitted to Deacon's Orders; tis 
to be hoped, by every impartial 
Con ſiderer it will not be thought a 
Crime, either in the moſt Reve- 


rend Patron, to have conferred, 
or me to have accepted, a Station 


which I ever highly honour'd, as 


the moſt Uſeful and Valuable of any 
in this World. 

If Irightly know myſelf, this 
ſolemn Engagement, though a ſur- 
prize to many others, is the Reſult 
ſome Years very deliberate 
oughts, on the Weight as well 
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vi To the READER. 

as Dignity of ſuch a Charge; and 
a ſincere De ſire of being Serviceable 
to others, in the nobleſt Offices, as 
well as promoting my own Happi- 
neſs, by looking with more Fre- 
quency and Delight towards that 
unſeen State of Things to which J 


am haſtening. 

With ſuch Views as theſe I firſt 
conquer d all Diſcouragements in 
| my own Breaſt ; and choſe to take 
| my Lot, by a ſpecial Afegnation 

of Office, among thoſe who more 
immediately wear the Badge of our 
Bleſſed Saviour; though in an 

Age moſt productive of Endeavours 

to load His Poſitive Sacred Infti- | 
tutions with Contempt: And with- | 
aut ſuch Views, De fires, and Hopes, | 
T could neither have ſatisfied my | 
ſelf in accepting or continuing any 
Spiritual Truſt. 

[ can be truly content, without 
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To the REA DE R. vii 
a Meiofis, to ſtyle myſelf not only 
" ap . but iayompO N Ku 
and ious * too, or whatſoever elſe 
may be thought more Diminutive * 
. Yet would willingly hope it is not 
impoſſible, by diligent Care, Ap- 
plication, and a particular Delight, 
.to do ſome Service in the Common 
Vineyard, as well as thoſe whoſe 
Admiſſion has been more generally 
approved. 

If the most ſtrict and uninter- 
rupted adherence to the Eſtabliſni d 
Church for many Tears ; never 
having joined in Communion with 
any Other in my whole Life ; nor 
ever having neglected One of the 
Three publick ſtated Times of Com- 
municating, ſince I firſt engaged 
therein; and deſigning my Son 
(a Youth of very promiſing Hopes, 
now at Cambridge) for the pe- 


A 4 culiar 
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viii To the READER. 
culiar Service of the Church; are 
nat convincing Proofs of my being 
ſincerely attach'd to its Intereſts : J 
wiſh I knew what are. 


As to the Aſperſron of my being 
Fundamentally unqualified : Surely 


no Man of competent Senſe can 


think me ignorant of that known 
Mazim, Nemo dat quod non 


habet; or imagine, that if I 


were not ſure of ſuch initiating 
Right (which I thank God I am ; 
together with an Epiſcopal Confir- 
mation) I ſhauld be ſo ſtupid 
as to live in a Neglect of it three 
Days. However, I can willingly 
bear, and heartily forgive this, 
with all other Suggeſtions ; provi- 
ded the common Intereſts of the 
Eftabliſhd Church may ſuffer 

no Detriment thereby, | 
May I be allow'd to add, That 
above Twenty Years ago, after 
Pub- 
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any true Lovers of the Church. 
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Publick Examination (which im- 


plies ſome Command of Authors in 
the Learned Tongues) I was Ho- 
nour d with a Diploma from the 
College of Phyſicians; and have 


hitherto retain d a conſiderable 


Practice in that Faculty among Per- 
ſons of the Beſt Quality, as well as 
moſt of the Clergy, near me? In 


this 1 dare appeal to Envy 
it ſelf : Tho' I hope none will fup- 
poſe I ſhould ever have told the 
World fo, on any leſs provocation. 
For the Eſſays; I confeſs the 
Brevity to which I confin'd myſelf, 
is ſome diſadvantage : Yet, as they 
are, (if I may mention it without 
Imputation of Vanity) they ſeemed 
to be very acceptable to ſuch of the 
Reverend Clergy as were of my 
Acquaintance * and indeed I bop d 
I bad not deſerd'd Calumny from 


The 


x To the READ ER. 
The la Eſſay on Civil Go- 
vernment (occaſton'd by a general 
Senſe of Danger at that Time, 
from the attempted Invaſion, and 
Her Majeſty's wiſe Remarks there- 
on to Her Parliament) is nom left 
out, in Obedience to the late Inhibi- 
tion of His Majeſty, relating to 
Matters of State and the Civil 
Conſtitution. Tho the Scope of it 
was to ſhew the Happineſs of the 
Britiſh Monarchy, according to 
thoſe well known Diſtinctions made 
hy K. Jam. I. in His Speech to His 
Parliament 1603; by Bp. Bilſon; 
the moſt accurate Mr. Hooker; 
His Grace the late moſt Reverend 
Archbiſhop of Vork, in his ex- 
cellent Sermon before the Houſe 
of Lords, Jan. 30. 122; and 
eſpecially that ancient Oracle of 
our Engliſh Laws, Sir John 
Forteſcue, Lord Chancellour 

to 


To the READER. x 
to K, Hen. VI. in bis admirable 
Trad lately publiſhed from an Ori- 
ginal Manuſcript in the Bodlei- 
| an Library, with a large and moſt 
| ingemous Preface and Remarks 
bythat Learned Gentleman in the 

Law, the preſent John Forteſcue, 

Eſq; bighly worthy of the peruſal of 

every one who would put a true 

value on the be$ ConSituted Go- 
vernment in the World. 

God be praiſed, there is now no 

Colour of OE for keeping up any 

longer Party Diſtinctions, or re- 

proachful Invectives againſt each 

other; ſince the united Wiſhes, 

Satisfacl ion, and Joyof both Sides, 

equally terminate in the preſent 

Happy Eſtabliſhment ; attended 

with the comfortable Proſpect of a 

Numerous Iſſue. And ſince Una- 

nimity and Gratitude is all that 

| ſeems wanting to make Us the moſt 
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xii Tothe READER. 
powerful and flouriſhing People in 
the Univerſe ; what ould keep 
Us any longer from a ſerious Re- 
collection, That We can have 
but One Common inſeparable 
Intereſt ; which eſſentially de- 
nds on mutual Endeawours to 
make each other Eaſie and Happy? 
In order to which ; may all Thoſe 
more eſpecially, who have the pe- 
culiar Happineſs to be united in 
the Boſom and Communion of the 
ſame Church, always Diſtmguiſh'd 
for Principles of Loyalty, and a juſt 
Regard to the Prerogative of the 
Crown, ſee the Danger and Fol- 
ly of cheriſhing Animoſuties ; and 
love as Brethren: Endeavouring to 
e hold the Faith, in Unity of the 
©* Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, 
and in Righteouſneſs of Life. 
I ſhall add no more ; but 


refer to the Former Preface. 
1 BE 


(itt) 
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PREFACE. 


OM E Apology may be * 

ably expected for the Subjects 
of theſe Enſuing Diſcourſes ; 18 
been already, for the moſt Part, very 
copiouſly handled by far more Learned | 


Pens. 


To which 1 ſhall only y oi 


I. 46 the pernicious Principle 


£ 
of thoſe Unhappy Men, who would 
impugn the Na and Autborie 
ty of Reveal'd Religion, and 
darken the Poſitive Inſtitutions of 
Cbriſtianity , through an abſolute 
Contempt, or at leaſt a cold Neg- 
left, are induſtriouſly ſupported by 


continued Efforts : So the Reme- 
lies 


xiv The PREFACE. 
dies againſt ſo ſpreading an Evil, 
of the moſt Dangerous Conſequence, 
ought to be proportionably renewed. 

Il. Though enough has been 
ſaid heretofore, in Reſpect of Strength 
or Clearneſs of Argument, to antici- 
pate or refute all the Daring At. 
tempts of that Nature; het the 
Cariofity of the leſs Judicious Part 
of Mankind, who can never be tov 
much on their Guard . prompts 
em to examine with me Readi- 
| meſs what appears under the Ad- 
vantage of 4 New Dreſs, when 
they will ſcarce dull ther Fanties | 
by looking back on the Old. 
has | > ellas f this Tenden- 
cy have ron too often wrapt up 
in abſtruſe Metaphyſical Notions, 
and therefore leſs ſuited to Vilgar 
Caparities :\'4 Modern Fault which, 


perhaps, deſerves to be redreſs d"; 


fince 


The BR EFACE. xv 
fince. the ſame Plainneſs that ſuits 
the Peaſant, may alſo ferve the 
Philoſopher ; ; waileſs it be to che. 
riſh his V anity . 

IV. V/ an Author may be rea- 
fonably allow'd to judge in his own. 
Caſe; I have, I think, taken in 
a greater Latitude of Thought 
than has been uſually crowded 
into ſo ſmall a Volume; and en- 
deavour d to give it the more Life 


by a Deſi 757% Careleſneſs in N 
ſtect of N 

V. The vB Sentiments 
about thoſe Lofty Spheres of the. 
Church and Civil State, having 
rais d our Unhappy DiſtinBtions to 
ſuch a ſeeming Height, as almoſt 
to forget the indiſſoluble Ties of 4 
Common Relation and Intereſ ; 


Some few Touches are r 
with all humble Deference, towards 


the 


avi The PREFACE. 
the reſuming of ſuch a "Temper 
as would moſt effettaally cruſh thoſe 
Accidental Miſchiefs, rouge Us 
into 4 becoming Gratitude, and hin- 
der the Groundleſs Notions of ima- 
ginary from growing up into re 
Daneers. 49 
VI. The deplorable Growth of 
Praftical Atheiſm and Funda- 
mental Errors, is a more than ſuf- 
ficient Excuſe for aſſerting, at any 
Time, the Superlative Worth of 
ſolid Piety and ſubſtantial Goods. 
neſs ; together with the unaltera- 
ble Foundations of that Holy Re- 
- ligion which our Renowned An- 
ceſtors eſteem'd the Greateſt Ble / 
ſing in the World, And this 
fhould be a very Powerful Inducee 
ment to the moſt ſincere and vigo- 
1 rous Uniting of all True Chri- 
ſtians, as againſt 4 Common in- 
0 Velee 


The PREFACE, xvii 
veterate \ ( Evemy ; ; whoſe deep Stra- 
tagems are levelld, not againſt 
this or that 0 Opinion, but the ve 
ry Eſſence, Authority, and Di- 
vine Original of the Chriſtian 

R 
Next to that Select Nation of 
the Ancient Jews, it may be mo- 
deftly affrm'd, That 605 None 
upon Record over whith the watch- 
ful Care of Divine Providence has 
more eminently preſided than theſe 
of GREAT BRITAIN. 
And as the Beneficence of Heaven 
towards this ſmall Corner of Eu- 
rope has been very ſingular and 
diſtinguiſhing in many memorable 
Inſtances of former Experience ; 
and in None ſo much as of our 
preſent Times: So they readily 
ſuggeſt to Us a far Nobler Im- 
provement than to ſhew the Levity 
of our Minds in a few Big Words, 

B "[avour- 
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ſavouring Werd of Folly and vain 
Oſtentat ion; or perbaps ſome Re- 
ſpect ful Wiſhes over a Glaſs, though 
no teſs Tranſient than Fruitleſs. 
When very Great Publick Bleſſings 
make Us truly Better; tis an 
Happy Efes, as well as a com- 
fortable Preſage for the 7 

And, without any injurious 
fleftions, it muſt be allom d, That 
ſuch Perſons as are dub Go- 


vern d in their general Courſe by 


an Amful Senſe of Vertue and Re- | 


ligion, are the Fitteſt Inſtruments 
to ſupport its Reputation and trueft 
Intereſt; which, is here fo h 


Pappily 
complicated with that of the Civil 


State, as to admit of no Separa- 
tion, without the higheft Detriment 
to Bath. 

To Enquire after the daily Pro 
ductions of Novelty both at Hume 
and Abroad, ard to band them in. 


dyſtric 


' 


duſtri about to Others, with 
2 2 inſgnificant Remarks, 
is fo far the Province of many 
Modern Athenians 3; that whenſo- 
ever the Great Wheels of Providence 
feem not to move faſt enongh for 
'em, and Things remam for a fem 
Days at the ſame Pitch, they ſoon 
fhew themſelves at a Loſs ; and could 
ſearce find any preſent Reliſh in Life, 
were it not for Foper that to Mor- 
rom may afford ſomething to gratifie 
their eager | Expeftations. Vanity 
and Change are the ſweet Morſels 
that beft - ſuit their Diſorder d Pa- 
lues: Whit ſuch Kinds of Read- 

ing as would bring em to the neareſt 
Intimacy with Themſelves ; and not 
only difcover in the trueſt Light 
their own wunſuſpetted Deformities, 
but the ſure Way to gain a mu 
Happier Temper ; are rejected ar 
Firſt Sight, as altogether le 


2 „ 


The PREFACE: 
becauſe unpleaſant. - Nor will it be 
eſteem d any Diſappointment, if in 
the raſh Cenſures of ſuch Capricious 
Criticks, the following Lines ſhould 
be thought never ſo dull and unat- 
tractive. | My 

But to a Mind duly poſſeſs'd with 
the Love of Regular Piety and Ver- 
tue; of Duty and Gratitude. to 
Almighty God ; of Loyalty and 0- 

bedience to Her MA FESTY; 
of the Peace, Welfare and Security 
4 the Eſtabliſh'd Church; of the 
Common Intereſts of the Reform d 
Religion; and of Juſtice, Goodneſs 
and Benignity to Mankind ; 'tis 
humbly hop'd the De ſign thereof 
may appear in ſome Meaſure ſuited 
to thoſe Excellent Ends; notwith- 
ſtanding the numerous Imper fection⸗ 
every where too Viſible in the Perfor- 
mance. _ | 
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7 "I Excellent Ends; notwith- 

| ſtanding the numerous Imperfecti- 

ons every where too vifi ble in the 
Performances 


Cs CO INI [Of 


GOVERNMENT was nat in 
the leaſt intended tos haue taken 
Place among the Res, which had 
been ſome Weeks befares in thePreſs 
y themſelves ; and i readily ac- 
© knowledg'd as ſomewhat Foreign to 
their general Scope: Yet This was 
afterwards adjudg'd not altogether 
improper to be added to the Former; 
from a Ju a Jui Concern at the late do- | 
ring Effort of the Grand DISTUR- 
BER of zurope, and thoſe ex- 
travagant Principles, by Some too 
unwarily cheriſh'd, which, tho ne- 


ver r ſo free from Def, n, as to par- 


ticular 


The PREFACKH, 
ticular Perſons, are directly contra- 
ry to the Foundation of our Preſent 
Eftabliſhment, and have a Na- 
tural Tendency to favour ſuch a 
Tremendous Turn ; which God 

Almighty for ever avert. 


And as the Principal Drift here- 
of, is, To preſerve an Honourable 
ſteem of the Ancient ' Dignity 7 1 

e 


our moſt Happy and invaluab 
Conſtitution, in its Eſſential 
Parts, and their inſeparable In- 
tereſts; as alſo of the Divine 
Goodneſs, moſt eminently ſignali- 
zed in the Glorious Inſtruments 
of its Preſent and Future Secu- 
rity: So, upon impartial Search, 
it will appear, That nothing is 
herein advanc'd but what is high- 
ty conſonant to the true Genius of 
the Britiſh Monarchy, with the 


Fundamental Laws of this Realm, 
5 and 


— 


"he FRE FACE |» 
and; notwithſtanding Some un- 
happy Encroachmems which have. 
ſeem dat certain Times to threat- 

en 4 Total Subverſion, bas for 

many Hundred Tears been deſer- 
wedly acknowledg d as inviolable,: 


_ "If abeſe 100 Suggeſtions, ſup- 
| pos d to be ſea onable at this fans. 
Aure, ſball in ſome Degree An- 
ſwer the End ſincerely propos d in 
their Publication; by effefually 
convincing any Such as have been 
unbappily miſtaken, in the Na- 

ture, Excellency, and Eſſential 

. Limitations of Our incomparable 
Government; and in the moſt 
Rightful, indubitable and traly 
Sacred Authority, Wiſdom, Fu- 
flice, and ineſtimable Bleſſings 
both of Her MAJESTYs 
Reign, and the Eſtabliſh'd Suc- 
ceſſion 3 together with a Juſt Ab- 


horrence 


—— 
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horrence of the late Impious Inva- 
fion, and the Reaſonableneſs of | 
ſucha Reconciling Temper as wil 
beſt diſpoſe all the United Bri= |} © 
tains to an Hearty Improvement 1 

| of thoſe Advantages They enjoy : | 

'Twill be eſteemd an abundant 

Compenſation for any Pains of the 
Author, tho they had been infi- 

1 nitely greater. 
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HAT all True Religion is 
grounded on a Firm Belief 

5 of the Being and Glorious 
E 15 Attributes of Gol; .and 
that without this Foundation bs im- 
poſſible to make any Right Ad- 
vances, either in Knowledge or Pra- 
ctice; are Maxims which ever Per- 
ſon, acted by a due Senſe of Divine 
Things, will readily aſſent tb. But 
how far theſe Fundamental Points, 
which ſeem rather ſuited to the Primi- 
tive Rectitude of the Human Under- 
ſtanding, may fall ail the Reach of 


2 


its preſent Lapſed State, wherein all 


ddt in 


Of Naher Res. FO 


— are ſollicd and — 
and the Empire of Reaſon not on 
Geier c ö Ife zre Freateſt Degree, but 
ulurp'd by The Senſitive "ARE; 5 
the Subject of our Preſent Enquiry. 


Tux Seminal Spadks of that pure 
Law of Nature, 1 —5 Some Style the 
Eu b, or implanted 2 "ho at 

idran 
55 d, Te 225 24 
lead us to an humble Acknowledg- 
ment of the Supreme Being, both as 


Cauſe and 1 
U e 72 a ails 1 7 


af 15 apacity, Hf. Htyine Iibage 
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fakt fe pid on Man, as a Eſ- 
5 of! i Sil dy xr erer: 
1 1 1 ro the. 
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Rates of Reaſon, in a becoming Reve- + 
| rence of God as the Higheſt Good, and 

an Orderly Deportment towards Men, 
with ſuch Juſtice,, Temperance and 
Charity, as are agreeable to the Light 

and Conduct of that Univerſal Law. 
And ſo far as Men fall ſhort in the 
Improvement of this Common Talent, 
they will be left (as he infers) aye 
Madnlai, without' Excuſe; not through 
any Neceſſity of Fate, but à vo 
Neglect or Abuſe of thoſe General 
Means and Advantages afforded by the 
Supreme Benefactor, for their Reco- 
Very. 1 
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NEverR THELESS, upon the 
moſt diligent Search after, and impar- 
tialEnquiry into this Ennobling Prin- 
ciple of unclouded Reaſon, which ought 
to Govern and Determin the whole 
Man, it will appear, at the beſt, ſo 

far embaſed and obſcur'd, that little 

or nothing of its Primitive Brightneſs 
and ancient Dignity is now remain- 
ing: But, on the contrary, inſtead of 
aſliſting the Soul aright in its feeble 
- *Efforts-of looking up towards the true 


Fountain and Origin of Bleſſedneſs; 
"OM elther 


& 8 Of Natural Rea ſon. 
either by aſſuming too much, in a Pre- 
ſumptuous Attempt on the Sublimeſt 
Myſteries of Faith (which the moſt 
penetrating Capacity of Angels cant 
fully comprehend” tho' ſufficiently 
warranted by Divine Revelation; or 
ſinking beneath its juſt Prerogative, 
by a debaſing Compliance with the 
Organs of Senſe ; it does, after a ſort, 
conſpire the Deſtruction of its own 1 
Well-being. 


Is Man in this Middle State, be- 
_ tween the Regions of Bliſs and Miſe- 
ry, wherein he is for a ſhort time plac'd 
by way of Probation, were truly Neu- 
ter [i. e. if his Will, Affections, &c. 
were altogether unbyaſs'd] he might 
2 have more Room to boaſt of 
is own Capacity and Atchievements : 
But when we conſider thoſe Deprav d, 
tho once highly Dignify ing Faculties, 
inſtead of ſuch deßrable eutrality, 
prone to make choice of that "Broad 
Way which leads to the Chambers 4 
Death; and, whilſt unacquainted with 
the only Foundation of Happineſs, to 
take up, at the beſt, with ſome irre- 
gular and deluſive Enquiries after > ; 
| . 


—_— —— 


this ſhould greatly heighten our-thank- 
ful Admiration at every Step towards a 
compleat Recovery from. thoſe innate 
Springs of Vicious Habits, and deep- 
rooted Obliquities, by vertue of a Su- 
perior, Aſſiſtance; and excite to the 
utmoſt Diligence in laying hold on the 


Blefſed Hope ſet before Us: Which is 


both a neceſſary Duty and reaſonable 
Condition univerſally enjoyw'd, _ - 


St. PAU L's Aſſertion, more imme- 


diately directed to the Literal Jer, 


his Brethren under thoſe Eminent Pri- 


vileges of the Moſaic Diſpenſation, 


That by che Works of the Law no Fleſh 


ſhould be juſtified, is equally applica- 


ble to the Gentile World ; in as much 
as he concludes them Both under Sin, 
and fallen ſtort of che Glory of God : 
The Former, through their great De- 
fection from thoſę clear Precepts of 
the Written Law, vouchſaf d to them 
by the diſtinguiſhing Favour of Hea. 
ven; and the Latter, by not living up 
to the pure Dictates of the Natural 

Conſcience, in the beſt Improvemen 
- of their Intellectual Faculties, aſſiſte 


— 
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A by the Exterior Works of Creation and 


5 


2 


6 
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Providence. Being therefore deter- | 


min'd under a Moral Incapacity of 
Knowing and Obeving the Divine 
Will; an Higher Diſpenſation was ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary, both to afford a much 


cle:rer, Diſcovery thereof, and impart 
ſufficient Aids for the Performance. \ 
I x the Fallen State of Nature, ſim- 

ly confider'd, a thick Cloud of in- 


ſupportableDarkneſs and D-ſpair wou'd 


have inevitably overſpread the whole 


Human Race; and all Apprehenfions . 


of the Divine Being, as of an Inacceſ- 
ſible Good, reflected more Terror than 


Comfort; through an utter Inability 


to conceive the ſtupendious Way, and 


ineſtimable Means of Reconciliation; 


whereof the leaſt Footſteps were not 


to be found in the whole Frame of 


Nature, or admirable Order of Second 


Cauſes : As is evident from the moſt 
ignorant Parts of the Heatben World; 


among whom, tho? ſome obſcure No- 
tions of Divine Benignity may be ga- 


ther d from the general Courſe of Pro- 


vidence, join d with Long · ſuffering and 
Patience, yet the beſt Expedient they 
can ſuggeſt to expiate Guilt and _ 

EE the 


- \_ +  - 
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| the anten, is by g blind - or" 
to their Idolatrous Superſtitions. and 
Kidiculous Sacrifces 49! {ugh imagita- 
ry Deities, 38 they, cipher, dr — 
Beer invoke... But im the Glorio 


At Man's Redemption, aye 
. ee ee Wiſe 
which, Ib finitely ſup- 
ak e —4 ES — 
Excel! 977 y. agreeable thæreto v 
** duly. illuwipated bythe bright 
Beams of Evangelic Fahy: Therefore 
that ſublime Apoſtle, who well knew 
the Deficiency, of all Natural and Mo- 
ral Attainments, concludes it ſuch a 
Myſtery, as could never have enter'd 
74 the Gate of Man to coneelve. 


| 1 in chis State of Diſorder and 
Alienation fram God, the ouly Center 
of Bleſſedneſs, tis no Wonder that ſo 
er a Creature as Man-1hould, 
from an inſeparable Deſire of H ppineſs, 
recolle the ſcatter'd Remains of his 
1 155 Reaſon, both in ſqtming to 
unfelf Idaas thercof, and of the 
us ta attain it; or that, in ſo el- 
1557 an Enquiry, if unacquainted with 
Poe Revelation, the only unerring 
3 4 Guide, 
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Guide, he ſhould loſe” himſelf. in 2 
Thouſand Meanders, Tis by that 
clear Glaſs alone that he can come to 
diſcern, or be diily-affe&ed with his 
own unſuſpected Deformities, and ſin- 
228 propound the Glory of God as 
the Supream End of all his Actions: 
Other wiſe it's not more natural for 
him to Breath, than in his higheſt Spe- 
gulations and Improvements, to arro- 
gate to himſelf the Praiſe of his own 
' overvalu'd Wiſdom and Vertu. 
EY 9 


TRE moſt Refin'd among the Anci- 
ent Philoſophers could acknowledg 
God to be the Chief Good; That X- 
doration and Praiſe are due to him, as 
the Omnipotent Creator and Higheſt 
Bene factor; yea farther, That the 

, Happineſs of Man confiſts in his Like- 
— to the Divine Image: Let there 
was a palpable Tincture of Vain-glory 
that, like Solomon's Dead Flies, marr'd 
all their Attainments; whilſt | they 
were wholly unacquainted with the 
true Means of growing up to ſuch Like- 
neſs, and obtaining thoſe Supernatu- 

ral Vertues (whereof One of the Prin- 

eipal is Humility ) which are ä 


O Natural Reaſon. 
ly requiſite to ſuch a Bleſſed Renova- 
tion. Some plauſible Shew they made 
of ſubduing the Paſſions to the Go- 
| vernment of Reaſon, and introducing 
2 Moral Tranquillity on the Mind: 
But the Radical and moſt Dangerous 
Corruptions of Human Nature in thoſe 
ſecret Springs of Pride, Oſtentation, 
Self- ſufficiency, Oc. they rather che- 
riſh'd than endeavour d to extirpate. 


NE1THER was that Fundamental 
Principle in the Sroic Philoſophy with- 
out its Flaws, vis. That the Happi- 
4 of Reaſonable Creatures conſiſts in 

Things that are within their own Pow- 
er (as in maintaining a conſtant Se- 
renity and Evenneſs of Soul in all the 
Occurrences of Life) ; and not in the 
Things of Fortune , Tohich are out of 
their Diſpoſal ; whilſt it terminated on- 
.* reſtraining thoſe Paſſions which 
they found diſquieting to Nature, and 
did not reach the Source of other La- 
tent Evils and more pleaſing Vices, 
that ſuited their corrupt Inclinations. 


2 Ax D tho *tis on good Grounds 
eonjectur' d, That the greateſt Profict- 
as hos as dente 
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. ents. among thoſe, Gentile. S. 270 0 A 
Pychagoras , Plato, Socrates., 


lay'd a more laudable Greatneſs of 

oul than Cicero ; who was ſo zealous 
a Stickler for the Platonic Syſtem, that 
he eſteem d Other Philoſophers as Vul- 
gar and Mean-\pirited, who could not 
come up to his Sentiments. He thought 

all Heroic Minds were 1nfluenc'd by a 
Divine Afflatus, and warm d with, a 
Strong Hope of Immortality. Never: 
theleis, when he had advanc'd. many 
Bright Notions of the Supream We 
| t 


> 


C w 


& 
| * 
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the Beauty and Order of Prayidence, 
the F pe Wan of Lan and Reaſon, 
as the Guide of Human Actions, and 
the Common Barrier of Property, the 
Divine Origin and Immortal Capacity 
of the Soul, with the Certainty and 
Reaſonableneſs of a Future State, to 
crown all the Vertuous Actions of this 
Life; we find bim in ſeveral Places 
of his Tuſculan Queſtions, deg 
as to the laſt mention d Articles; 
leaſt, rather ſeeming to flag than Fry 
vance in the Strength of his Ho 

| He was not without frequent Helles. 
tions; and would nog have Others de- 
pend on what ſeem'd probable to him, 
leſt it might be a Fallacy ; tho 
he was ſo fond of the Opinion him- 
ſelf, that © He bad rather err with 
% Plato, than be in the right with bis 
2; Oppanents” ; ; and in the Cloſe of his 
Elegant Trad; De Senectute, reſolv'd 
never to quit thoſe delightful Noti- 


ons, Which had been his Grand Sup- 


port under the Viciſſitudes of Fortune, 
though they | ſhould be Erroneous, As 


for che RefarreAion of the Body, he 


had no Ideas of it; being altogether 
above the Reach of Philoſophy : And 


there- 


| 3> Of Natural Reaſon, 
| +» 234. 7. fore the great Naturaliſt, & Pliny, made 
ec. 33. no ſ@uple to explode it for an un- 
accountable Opinion, after Chriſtianity 
had gain'd fome conſiderable Footing 

in the World. . 


No x can it be thought ſtrange; 
fince the Immateriality and Ete tal 
Exiſtence of the Soul, with the Diſtri- 
butions of Rewards and Puniſhments 
In the World to come, could at beſt be 
but very obſcurely ſuggeſted by the im- 
perfect Principles of Natural Reaſon; 
and its conſummate Happineſs, by an 

inſeparable Re- union with the putri- 

fed Body, inſtantaneouſly to be quick- 
en'd, re-organiz d and irradiated by a 
Divine Power!, was altogether above 
the moſt ſublime of mere Human 

Thought; being in the unſearchable 

Wiſdom of God reſerv'd for thoſe in- 
comparably Brighter Diſcoveries of the 

Holy Scriptures; and eſpecially for 

that more Glorious Diſpenſation, by 

which Life and Immortality are, in a 

ſingular manner, brought to Light. 


Bur That any Degree of the ſame 
Infidelity and Prejudice ſhguld be ſtill 
Fes; | handed 


4 
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handed down to thoſe Times and Places 


1 which have been eminently viſited with 
the Day: ſpring from on High, or com- 


forting Rays of the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, viz. The moſt Reform'd Parts of 
Chriſtendom; That Mencan't be willing 
to embrace the moſt advantageous Sa- 
cred Truth with a firm Aſſent, on 
the Anthority of a Divine Teſtimony, 
becauſe it appears too abſtruſe for their 
deprav d Intelle& ; That they will pre- 
ſume to ſcale Heaven by the Strength 
and Conduct of their Philoſophical 
Reaſoning and imaginary Vertues ; and 
ſpurn againſt that Eſſential Doctrine of 
the Croſs, which was ſent to ſne them 
the clear Way thither, with thoſe Su- 
pernatural Aids which are abſolutely 
neceſſary to guide and aſſiſt them; is 
in the higheſt Degree, aſtoniſhing. And 
tho the Caſe of ſuch as have always 
liv'd in Times of Ignorance, wherein 
the Happy Medium for obtaining Spi- 
ritual TH; and Peace has been altoge- 
ther unknown N ſuch as, in 
a Firm Belief o s general Mer- 


cy, made the beſt Improvement of that 
Meaſure of Knowledge they enjoy'd) 


may admit of Extenuation ; tis moſt 
certain 
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certain, that Theſe, who being a&ed 
by an impetuous Principle of Pride and 
Elation of Mind, in the very Meridian 
of the Bleſſed Goſpel, refigh them- 
ſelves to the Conduct of that 

Worldly Wiſdom which is oppoſite 
the reunto, and endeavour to leſſen the 
Dignity and Efficacy of that Divine 
Sacrifice, by which alone their Defile- 

ments can be expiated, and their Su- 
pream Happineſs ſecyr'd ; muſt ine- 


vitably fall under the ſevereſt Con- 


4 


demnation. 
a 4 


_ Fox, whatſoever Some may fancy 
in their exorbitant Panegyrics on the 
Strength, Clearneſs nd Julfclency of 
Human Reaſon, to comprehend the 
moſt ſublime Parts of Religion; not 
Diſcerning the Depth of Infernal Po- 
. couch'd under thoſe ſpecious Sug- 

geſtions; the wretched Degeneracy 
and real Iinbecility thereof are ſo de- 
plorably manifeſt, that, inſtead of be- 
ing ſubſervient to the Bleſſed Ends of 
the Evangelic Miniſtration, this uſu- 
ally proves the moſt inſuperable Ob- 
ſtacle thereunto [As ſhall be ſhewed 
hereafter, when we come to enquire 
a | | | more 
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more particularly. into the Cauſes of | 


f Nor does it always ſtop 
thete, but too often offering Violence 
to its o- Native Propenfions, glves 
the full Sway to the Senſitive Appe- 
tite, and finks down into the groſſeſt 
| Ads of Moral Impiety: So en is the 

ger of miſimproving, or leſſening 
thoſe admirable Irradiations of Divine 
Love in the Myſterious OEconomy of 
Rog s Redemption (wherein the Glo- 


1 


Wiſdom and Veracity of God are 
1 cohcern'd ) becauſe the 


fethle Li vl of Reaſon cannot ſatis- 
n comprehend mem. 225 


Tv. the Harmonions Concurrence of 
the Divine Attributes in that Bleſſed 
Work (which the Holy Writings al- 
Ways repreſent as a moſt Glorious and 
ineffable Myſtery ) could have been 
ſufficiently Aſcover'd by the Light of 
Nature, in its — Improvements, 

zat need would there have heeft of 

t compaſſionate ondeſcenſion of Al- 
mighty God in Revealing it, tho“ ob- 
be to ſom through ali Ages, in 


Wich keogether Supernztoral * as by 
diate 'Mpiration, by Vifdhs," * 


we 
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an Audible Voice, &c? He might 
have ſpar'd the ſending ſo many In- 
ſpir'd > way and our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, his Select Apoſtles, to make known 
this important Myſtery to the World. 
Athens, the moſt Famous Seminary of 
Learning and Speculative Science, was 
altogether unacquainted with it when 
St. Paul came thither; and how hard- 
Iy it went down with them after- 
wards, the Sacred Hiſtory informs us: 
No Place, ſo Populous, made ſuch an 
Unprofitable Uſe of that Divine Em- 
baſſy. Their Learned Ignorance, with 
the reſt of the Virtugſi of that Age, 
was battled by the Fooliſbneſs of Preach- 
ing; wherein twas plainly prov'd, 
That the Way to Man's true Happi- 
neſs, which the Greateſt Maſters in 
Philoſophy had ſo anxiouſly ſought 
after, was only to be found in a Cru- 
cified Chriſt, | 


Axp if the Strength of Hu- 
man Reaſon, aſſiſted by the higheſt 
Advantages, had been ſufficient, with- 
out a ſpecial Divine Gift, to embrace 
that Saving Doctrine, tho from the 
Mouth of its Bleſſed Author, and Soar 
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firm'd by the moſt unqueſtionable Mi- 


racles that ever were vouchſaf'd to the 
World; it's ſcarce probable That thoſe 


Learned Expaſitors of the Law and 
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= Prophets, would have been ſuch a 
3X Dreadful Inſtance of the moſt obſti- 


nate Incredulity and Rejection: Or 
that Celſus, Por phyrius, Julian, .  f 


15 (on of as Polite Learning, Retin'd 
Ne 


aſon, and great Deference for Moral 


- o 


Vertue, as any of our Brighteſt Mo- * 


dern Witts can pretend to) would have 


loaded it with ſuch ſevere Aſperſions 
and bitter Invectives; after it had 
been planted ſometime in the World, 


and its Principles more throughly ex- 


amin'd, The former could well e- 
nough have reliſh'd a M-/ab ſet off 
with Honourable Titles, and viſible 
Marks of Regal Power, or, in their 


own Sence, One that ſhould live for 


ever But that, Poverty „Diſgrace, 


Suffering and Mortality ſhould make 


up any part of his Character, they cou'd 
not endure ; therefore reſolv'd to elude, 


or at leaſt pervert the Scope of the Holy 


Prophets concerning Him. And the 
Latter, with no leſs Fatal Derifion, 
oppos d both the Doctrine and Divine 

ER "Go Authori- 


1 
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Authority of its Author; eſteeming 
thoſe ignoble Circumſtances inconſi=- 
ſtent with the pretended Dignity of 
his Perſon, and the Glorious Deſign WM 
of his Office ;- and that *twas highly 
abſurd to expect Life from Him who 
was ſubje&ed to Death, and Bleſſed- 
neſs from One that was made both a 
Curſe and Reproach in the open View 
of the World. - 


Nsz1T HE R was Hierocles , that 
Grave Commentator on Pythagoras, and 

_ almoſt Idolizer of Moral e 4 
leſs prejudic'd againſt the Sacred My- 
ſteries of the Chriſtian Faith. He 
profeſs'd that He could yield to No- 
thing but Reæaſon; and extoll'd Philo- 
in con. ſophy above the Skies ; © as * ſufficient 
Hrb. Pref, © to Refine and Perfect Humane Life; 
* toreſtore the Divine Image, and raiſe 
* Man to Immortality and a Re- poſ- 
* ſeſſion of his Proper State of Bleſ- 
ſedneſcs. ' a 


FAMBLICUS indeed, whoſe 
Writings contain many Excellent No- 
tions of a Deity and Providence, with 
the Reaſonableneſs of Praiſe and Ado- 

EEE. ration, 
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tation, is more modeſt in Deſcanting | 
'on Human Abilities. He has this Me- 
morable Paffage ; + © Tis not eaſie to t In vit. 
nom what God will be pleas d with, m=—_— 
XX © „% we are ether immediately in- 
> ſtructe 4 by Him our ſelves, or taught 
* by Some Perſon wn He has con- 
«© vers d with, or arrive to it by ſome 
Divine Means or other Which 
plainly ſhews that He thought the 
Conduct of Human Reaſon very De- 
fective. But though He had an Op- 
rtunity of Recourſe to the true 
Mex's, being long after the Propaga- 
tion and Wonderful Progreſs of the 
Goſpel (for He liv'd as low as Con- 
ftantine the Great) we do not find He 
ever was ſo happy as to embrace it. 


OrHER Parallel Teſtimonies of 
the Darkneſs and Deficiency of Hu- 
man Reaſon in thefe profound Enqui- 

ries, with the Neceſſity of a more 
1 unerring Guide, for the 
righter Diſcovery and Clearer Expli- 


cation of the Divine Will, had been 
left before by Plato, interſpers d in 
many Places of his Excellent Works ; 


Which the Learned M/. Clark, in his 
G42 incompa- 


—— — trees 
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incomparable Diſcourſes on the Un- 
. changeableneſs of Natural Religion, 
has with great Induſtry collected. In 
his Politics He mentions an ingy0s Mu- 
voͤlns, or Fit Meſſenger, to Reveal what 
was now Dark and Abſtruſe, And A- 
neus GazeusMpeaking of Him, in a 
Dialogue introduces Theophraſtus aſ- : 


ſenting to Axithenus——*© IT acknow- 


* ledg what you have excellently ſaid - 
« For Plato himſelf determin'd that his 
Opinions ſbould be adherd to, till 
e a Diviner Perſon ſhould appear on 
'« Earth, who ſhould make known. the | 
* 1 _ Foy 22 it was re= 
* qufite that a aſſent and Obey, If. 
Pla any where expreſſes himſelf 0 | 

fully (as indeed None can deny but He | 

has ſome Hints that look like it, eſpe- 
cially in his Alcibiad. and Phædon.) 
tis rather probable, from the exact A- 
greement with that Propheſie of Moſes 
concerning the Mæſſiab, Deut. 18. 15. 
that he had it from the 7ewiſh VVri- 
tings, than any Extraordinary Impulſe 
of his own : And tis alſo too probable; 
That if He had livd to ſee it verify'd 
in the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, He would 
no leſs have ſtagger'd at it than the 


Jews 
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Jets themſelves ; ſince tis undeniably 
evident from their Example, That a 
Supernatural Aſſiſtance was no leſs ne- 
ceſſary for the Reception than Diſco- 
very thereof. 4 
MAXIMUS TYRIUS an Eminent 
Platom# (who was Tutor to that Ver- 
tuous, but Unchriſtian and too much 
Prejudic'd Emperor M. Aurel. Antoni- 
nus) tho' very full and Orthodox in 
his Acknowledments of the * Degene- * Piſere. 
racy and Corruption of® the Human 
Will, and its Proneneſs to Vicious Plea- 
ſures through its own innate Infirmity; 
was unhappily defective in not a 4 
Ing Himtelf to the onely Cure. "Hi 1 
Reaſon, it ſeems, could not ſtoop ſo 
low ; but rather choſe to take up with 
what was merely Superficial, and at 
the Beſt but Palliative. | 


To Theſe might be added Seneca, 
Plutarch, Epiftetus, Arrianus, Boetius ß 
and the reſt of thoſe Deep-thinking y 
Men; whoſe Brighter Capacities — * 
more inquiſitive Diſpoſitions ſeem'd to 
ſet them above a Common Level, both 
for Examining and Embracing the 

C3 Chriſtian 
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Chriftien Faith. And had it but ben m 


uſher'd in with a Splendid Dreſs, aud WW 

| indulg'd the hidden Treaſures of Pride 18 
and Hanley in Man's Heart; the Suc- \ 
» ceſs had, doubtleſs, anſwer'd. But the Wi 
Fundamental Doctrine of the Croſs, e 
with all its Depending Branches, wass t 
ſo unſuited to the Narrow Provin nce of 11 
Carnal VViſdow, that the Jews ſtum- t 
bled at it, and the Greeks (i. e. the f 
moſt Learned among the Gentilet) de- 1 
rided” it as unaccountable Blindneſs Wl | 


and F olly. * 


1 HAT Lively Metaphor of a Se- 
cond” Birth, wherein the Bleſſed Ef- 
fects of Chriſtianity on the Minds of 
Men (as well as the Baptiſmal Initi- 

ation) are excellently compriz'd, has 
been but little more agreeable to the 
Zealous Patrons of Reaſon in all Ages, 
than once it was to that Fam d Maſter 
in Iſrael ; nor * S. Peter's Illuſtrat ion 
| - thabaef founded much better than an 
* unintelligible Jargon. And indeed 
whilſt they are reſolutely given up to 
thoſe Erroneous Dictates, and can look 
| 3 than the Outſide of Things, 
ä Appearance and igno- 
minious 


W coinious Death of Cbrift, with thoſe 
IT inſeparable Doctrines of Hunuhty and 
3 Self Denial, appear no better than 
Weakneſs and Abfurdity, or at leaſt 
inconſiſtent with the Honovr and Wiſ- 
dom of God: Whereas, if they did 
but conſider them aright in their Sub- 
lime Principles and Glorious Deſign, 
that Darkening Veil of Prejudice would 
ſoon vaniſh ; and they would appear 
not only Amiable, but moſt worthy 
of the Divine Wiſdom, Omnipotence, 
Juſtice, Goodneſs and Veracity. 


** 
1 
y 8 
| 


WHAT ſhall we {ay then ta the 
pn, but too growing Sec of our 
odern Deifts, or rather Aibeifts in 
Maſquerade (tho ſhelt'ring themſelves 
under the general Name of Criſtians) ; 
who, being puff d up with an imagt- 
nary Infallibility in the Conduct of 
Natural Reaſon, or 75 S. Paul phraſes 
it) ſpoil'd through Philoſophy and vain 
Deceit, audaciouſly {trike at the very 
Foundations of R-veo}'d Religion; 
and endeavour to ſubvert thoſe ancient 
Pillars laid by the Omnipotent Archi- 
tect, whoſe N Jt dom, Counſels and i/ aps, 
as well as Eſlence, are wſearchable s 
C4 "Ws: © 
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Whilſt under the ſpecious Diſguiſe of 
more Refin'd Reaſoning, they would 


5 perſwade us, after all that admirable 
and harmonious Diſcovery of the Di- 6 7 


vine Will in the Sacred Writings, and 
cleareſt Explication of em in the In- 
carnation, Doctrine, Life, Death, Re- 
ſurrection, and Interceſlion of our 
Blefled Savior', to quit thoſe pureſt 
Springs 'of Saving Knowledge, or leſ- 
ſen the Dignity and Prerogative of 
their Glorious Author, and go back 


for ſafer, at le aſt clearer: Inſtructions 


to the Schools of Pythagoras, Plato, 


Arxiſtotle, &c. or rather (if. Practice be 


a true Index of the Mind) to Epicu- 
rug, Lucretius, or the Modern Spinoza, 
Hobbs, Monſieur Dendermonde, &c. 

* 

Tis greatly to be wiſh'd, That 
Moral Virtues, which are moſt effectu- 
ally enforc'd by the Precepts of Chri- 
ſtianity, had more ſincere Admirers, 
and were more generally courted and 
rpg in the World: Efpecially, 


hat ſo great a Part. of thoſe who 


value themſelves upon an higher Ac- 
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count, did not by a kind of Diſpenſin i | 


Power connive at top great a Rem 


neſs 
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neſs in theſe Effential Points; and 
thereby expoſe themſelves, as well as 
Religion in general, to the mercileſs 
Aggravations of {uckras greedily watch 
for all Opportunities to defame it. 
Nevertheleſs, if we fairly trace this 
ſort of Champions for Moral Vertue, 
we ſhall find None in Reality ſo great 
Strangers thereto ; none more diſſo- 
lute or entirely given up to the Dull 
Enjoyments of Senſe: And indeed, if 
their pretended Principles were no bet- 
ter varniſh'd over than their Prafticegt's 
more than probable they would not 
gain ſo many Proſelytes. Under all 
their Fine Flouriſhes and inſinuatinę 
Encomium's on Natural Religion (mo 
truly Honour d by tfHoſe who have the 
greateſt Deference for Reveal'd,) tis too 
apparent, That they would inſenſibly 
dwindle it into none at all; inſtead of 
endeavouring to imitate or Refine upon 


the moſt Civiliz?d Heathens, whom 


they would be thought to hold in ſo 
great Veneration. Tis none of the 
leaſt Inſtances of Degeneracy in Hu- 
man Nature, that we find it fo gree- 
dily Receptive of any Specious Novel- 
ties, tho' a Fatal Poyſon attends em; 
To which, 


26 f Natural Reaſon.” | 
which, being once inbib'd, too cafily Mi 
takes us off from ſuſpecting their dan- 
gerous Tendency, and in a ſhort Time 
cajole us into the Loſs of that very 
Reaſon we ſo much pretend to. But, 
ſuppoſing the Beſt that can be ima- 
gin'd, 2. e. That the Aims and Acti- 
ons of this Sort of Men were never 
ſo. ſincere and unmask d; ſince they 
boldly ſtrike at the only Foundation 
and Eleſſed Medium of Pardon, Peace, 
Acceptance and Reconciliation with 
God, by Effacing that Fundamental 
Article of his Divine Eſſence, on which 
the Vertue, Fulneſs and Sufficiericy of 
his Expiatory Sacrifice, and the Glo- 
ry and Efficacy of his Interceſſion ſo 
immediately depend; ſubverting the 
Principal Scope, unerring Conduct 
and indiſputable Authority of the Ho- | 
ly Scriptures; and Exalting a Natu- 
ral Light in Oppoſition thereunto : 
"They. ought to be ſhun'd as the moſt 
Dangerous and avow'd Enemies to 
his — and Dignity; with no leſs 
Reſolution than we would, the Infe. 
ctious Steams of a Peſtilential Air. 


Wu 


XX WHEN any Rival, by ſecret Craft 
or more open Practice, does but ſeem 
to puſh at our Freehold Eſtates or 
other Temporal Rights, we are ſoon 
W rouz'd from a Gallio, lite Indifference, 
and forward enough to Diſpute the 
Title: But in theſe Greater Things, 
which have been formerly thought 
much more valuable than all other 
Enjoyinents, How many can too pati- 
ently hear the higheſt Indignities of- 
fer'd to their Holy Religion and its 
Bleſſed Author, the Boldeſt Profana- 
tions and Sacrilegious Reflections, with 


of the Common Intereſt of Chriſti- 
anity ; tho' tis to be hop'd; not with - 
out a private Deteſtation! And whe- 
ther the unprecedented Growth of A- 
theiſm, Immorality and Fundamental 
Errors, in the Years lately paſs'd, be 
not in a great meaſure owing to ſuch 
apron Earele:Tneſs and unwarranta- 

le Silence in the Better Sort, when 

thoſe unhappy Occaſions call'd for 

| their Beſt Endeavours to Stem ſo Poy- 
ſonous a Current; may perhaps de- 
ſerve a Serious Conſideration. 
ESI New 


a ſeeming Unconcernedgels in Reſpet 
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' NEITHER is the affected Raillery iſ 
of that Deſpicable Sett of Men (if they 
may claim a Place among Rational 
Creatures) whoſe overflowing Excre- W 
ments of Wit, and high-ſtrain'd So- 
phiſtry are employ d by Infernal Com- 
miſſion in Burleſquing the Divine O— 
\ racles, and turning the moſt Sacred 
Things into Ridicule, any leſs Dan- 
gerous, than the Connivance at, or En- 
couragement of it, is deſervedly mfa- 
mous to all Perſons Profeſſing Chriſti- 
anity, and a due Veneration for thoſe 
enable Wricings, That the leaſt 
| Attempts of tffis Nature, which (like 
the unaccountable Habit of Profane 
Swearing) are ſo manifeſt an Infring- 
ment on the Laws of common Decen- 
cy, and Humanity, can be thought to- 
lerable, much leſs Entertaining or 
Suited to the Ends of Converſation ; 
is both highly aſtoniſhing, and an un- 
deniable Proof of our being ſunk be- 
neath all true Reliſh of Vertue or Sub- 
ſtantial Goodneſs. If the Slorhful Ser- 
vant ſhall be adjudg'd to utter Darłk- 
neſs for a bare Negative Fault, in not 


improving the Talent committed to his 
Charge : 
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Charge: And if ſuch as Obey not the 
Goſpel of our Bleſſed Lord, ſball be pu- 
= nbd with Everlafting Deſtruction from 
bis Vindictive Preſence and the Glory of 
= his Power : What augmented 'Trea- 
ſures of inſupportable Wrath may we 
not ſuppoſe L are we not aſſur d 
from Divine Teſtimony) to be in R- 
ſerve for thoſe who ſo audaciouſly, to 
perhaps often unwarily, diſparage 
the moſt happy Illuſtration ef Infinite 
Wiſdom and Grace ! 


W HAT can be more ſtupendiouſly 
Horrible than That thoſe Sacred 
Springs of Spiritual Know ledg and Con- 
ſolation (the greateſt Bleſſing, next to 
the Wonderful Incarnation of our Sa- 
vior, that was ever confer d on the 
VVorld) whoſe Divine Authority is 
as viſible as the Light to all that are 
not wilfully harden'd, ſhould be 
thought a lit Subject for the Airy Brain 
of every Conceited Critic to evaporate 
his Folly ! Had theſe Bold Champions 
for. Acheiſm but the ſame Apprehen- 
tons whilſt the feeble Union of an Im- 
material Being with its groſs Enclo- 
ſure of Animated Clay, appears moſt . 

Firm 
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Firm and Vigorous ; as they uſual 


| 
have near the Time of their inevitable 3 
Separation, when the One is ready to 
return to its Firſt Matter, and the O- 
ther haſtening apace to its Eternal A 
bode ; their affected Bravery would be 
not a little ſhock*d with the moſt paſſi- 


onate Accents of Horror and Regret. 
But the Caſe is far otherwiſe : Things 
in preſent View moſt ſenſibly affect 
them, being beſt ſuited to a Deprav'd 
Appetite, and after the cleareſt Argu- 
ments imaginable, the Organs of Senſe 

y a coinmon Votewill paſs for the tru- 


eſt Teſt of Pleaſure : The thin Breath 
of Applauſe, tho from the very worſt of 


Judges, ſhall {till lift em up, if poſſi- 
ble, to a more Dangerous Pitch; or, at 
Beſt, what they are pleas d to call Rea- 
fon, ſhall, like an impetuous Torrent, 
bear down all that oppoſes it: Where- 
as, let but the ſame Perſons once come 
to themſelves, like the Returning Pro- 
digal, when tir'd with the Swiniſh Diet 
(Before which they can't reaſonably be 
eſteem'd Competent Judges) and the 


Reputation of Serious Piety, with all 
its Concomitants, ſhall ſtand or fall ak- 


cording to their own Arbitrement. 
0 


ö s ä 
l 
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== To wound *. "TY the more effe- 
aually in thoſe Chief Props which 
X ſhould ſupport it; Nothing is more 
common with them than to vent their 
Fine Witty Turns aud keeneſt Reflecti- 
ons on the CLERGY; As if, To 


neath the Dignity of Human Nature; 
and that Excellent Commiſſon, which, 
ina Pious Diſcharge, intitles to Double 
Honour, had not the leaſt Impreſs of 
Divine Authority, either in its Origin 
or Execution. And it were to be 


wiſh'd, That too many who have 


Goodneſs, or at leaſt Civility, enough 
to ſcruple doing it immediately t hem- 
ſelves, did not ſhare in the Crime by 
Diſcovering too pleaſant a Reliſh of 
what rather deſerv'd Reprehenſion. 
If the Smalleſt Good Office, or moſt 
inconſiderable Act of Kindneſs, ſuch 
as Giving a Cup of Cold Water, will 
be fo eminently taken Notice of and 
Rewarded by the Great Maſter of the 
Celeftial Family: If He eſteems all 
Benefits and Injuries to the Meaneſt of 
his Domeſtics, as if done more direct- 
ly to Himſelf: And if, not to ſerve the 

Common 


Mipifter in Sacred Things were be- 


© 
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Common Intereſt of Religion in our 
Reſpective Stations and Capacities,ſhall 


be adjudg' no better than a Dſſervice Wd! 


to it: What can be eaſily thought too Ml 
hard of ſuch as ſtick not to vilifie 


Thoſe who by a voluntary Choice and 


peculiar Aſſignation of Office, wear 
the Badg of his more immediate Ser- 
vice in the World ; and thereby, to- 
gether with the Infectious Example of 
their own diſſolute Lives, contribute 
not a little towards Fruſtrating the 
Happy Ends of Chriſtianity > What 
is this but 79 f up the Remainder 4 
Chriſt's Sy#2rings, in Theſe, the mo 
Uſeful of his Members, who bear a- 
bout them the THAI of their Bleſſed 
aſter? Which, tho' it reflects the 
Higheſt Dignity on them (as S. Paul 
joyfully eſteem'd it) will, at laſt, 
without Timely Repentance, fall in- 
ſupportably heavy on the Heads of 
Thoſe who have been the Active In- 
ſtruments thereof. Nor will the com- 
mon Plea of particular Vices and Fail- 
ings, tho back d with too much of 
Reality, ſerve in any great Meaſure to 
palliate the Injury, ſince the Function 


is Sacred, and therefore truly Honour- 
able, 


= - Of Nathrol: Reaſon. 
ie, whatever tlie Perſons may bes: 
ad a compleat mption- from the 
8:1 ioary Infirmities of Human Na- 
ure, is neither Eſſential thereunto, 
For Reaſonable to be expected: Tho? 
KExorbitant Paſſions, Unſavoury Speech 
nd Irregular, but eſpecially Immoral, 
Actions, are very ill becoming Such 

ö as have the Honour to be Styl d The 
| 


bes: 


Salt of the Earth, and tg Seafon O- 
thers with their Heavenly Doctrin and 
Example e. FH 


T Hs, moſt Dangerous Inroads to 
T Atheiſm and Irreli gion, have been in 
all- Ages made by the greateſt Preten- 
ders to Reaſon ; and never in any, 
more than the Preſent. * Twas au un- 
uſual but Polltic Charge given of Old, 
to Fight neither with Small nor Great, 
but only the Ning of Iſyael : So theſe 
Bold Opponents, having ſtudiedthe Shor- 
teſt Way, regard not any Particular De- 
nominations of Churches; but like 
Men Acted by a Deſperate Reſolu- 
tion, ſtrike more home, even at the 
Root; of all Reveal'd Religion, as the 
fureſt Way to cut off thoſe, too Nu- 
. The Grand 


eceiver 
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ranges all his Forces under that plau- 


Liebt, has . tbo "ſoo 


Ridicule and bear down the Mini. 


5 fallly intituled The Rig 


* 


of Rama ag, | 
Deceiver of Mankind, as an Angel 17 
sfully 


carey" on his countermining End, wb 
under the Mantle of External Pro- 


feſſion ; and ſo far prevail'd on the un- 


wattantable Curiofity of ſome, as to 
exchange the more Subſtantial Part, 
for Airy Notions and mere Speculative | 

Opinions: But his moſt audacious At- 
tömpts, in Strikin ng openly both at the 
veryEſſence and Name of Chriſtanity, 
He has in a ſpecial manner reſervd for | 
the Supine Careleſſneſs and palpable 
Degeneracy of the Laſt Times, Tis 
no Wonder therefore that He ſets up 
the Fair Standard of Reaſon, and 


ſible Covert, to overthrow the = | 
thority of the Holy Scriptures ; to 


ſterlal Function 3 and load all the 
Poſit ive Inſtrations of the Chriſtian 
rj with Indignity and "ra 74 
ery Daring Ef of this pernici 
— endency, we mpg emer in that Fat ing. 
mous Product of a gn Author, 


the Obri- 
an Church; tho' ha pily Refuted, 
Branded with juſt 2 of Igno- 

mn}, 


= 


af Neturdl Reaſon. 
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4599] nny, by the n ' 


Is 0 


Highly it concetys all PiousChriſtians, 


Two of the Reformed Intereſt, | 

o Worger their Lefſer Points of Dif- 

ference, and heartily contribute the 

EC . 

© [WY beſt United Endeavours againſt theft 

Common Enemies, of this moſt Han- 
„ Sort 4 all be hereafter tun: 

reed in the Cloſe _ 


| 


) 
| 


up this Miſcellaneous Diſcourſe on 
the Manifeſt 3 and Impo- 
tency of Natural Reaſon ; its Strong 
Byaſs to Senfitive Pleaſures, and 5 
Averſion to what is moſt truely Good, 
or ſuited to the pure Original Guſt 
of a Spiritual Being. From the whole, 
and many other Hints that might 
have been given, tis but too evi- 


dent, That this Noble Diſcriminating - 
Power, by which Man eſteems him- 


ſelf to he. raisd fo much above the 
Numerous Claſſis of Senſitive, Crea- 
tures, how lively and penetrating ſo- 

ever it was in the Primitive Puri 
of Nature whilſt the Inferior ff 
* D 2 culties 


Excellent Pens of Two 
1 


„ lever Perfuabah focrer, eſpecially 


Bu 1 tis now high Time to ſhut 
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„ df dere Repo: il. 
culties obſervd a Regular Surbordi- ric 
nation to its Sover q 


ag Dictates, is 
now in agreat meaſure ſunk into Bruta- 
| lity ;enflav'd tothe Tyranical Impulſe 
| of Senſual Pleaſures, and yet in Love 
with the unhappy Servitude; or, at Li 
Beſt, wrapt up in a thick Cloud of 
gnorance and Prejudice; weaken d in 
its Diſcerning * Executive Powers; 
and always wavering both in the 
Choice and Purſuit of its imaginary 
Satisfaction: And that tis altogether 
inſufficient, without a Supernatural 
or Divine Aſſiſtance, not only to at- 
tain a clear Knowledge and Appre- 
henſion of, but, when Diſcover'd, to 
embrace with a Firm and Practical 
Aſſent, the only true Means con- 
ducing to our Ultimate Felicity. 
In a Word ; when it puts on the moſt 
Beautiful Viſage, and makes the grea- 
teſt Conqueſt on the Senfitive Appetite, 
tis no better than a Fine Flouriſh, 
without any juſt Prportion of intrinſic 
Worth to Recommend it ; always che- 
riſhing the moſt Dangerous Inmates, 
viz... Pride, Vanity, and Cenſori- 
ouſneſs, with an over-valuing Opinion 
of its own Acquiſitions : * 
„ 


\ 
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- MEnfinitely ſhort of, or rather Diame- 
ically oppoſite to, that Habitual 
3 Sound Know ledg, true Self- 
ta- a ; |, denial, Meekneſs and EC , which 
lie ſeminently belong to the Euangelic 
ve Diſpenſation z and are the proper 
at Lineaments of the Divine Image, the 
or IF very Life and Soul of Religion, and 

the meſt Perfect Compendium of 
what is truly Valuable, either re- 
ſpecting God, our Selves, or Fellow- 
Chriſtians. But this will fall ander 
the Two next Enquiries. 
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| AN, having loſt the Primitive 
. \ ReRirude of his Reaſon and 
i ile Subſervient Faculties, through 
an Univerſal Hereditary Corruption 
J tranſmittded from the Eirſt Repreſen- 
tative down to his whole Poſterity, 
wag concluded under a Moral Im- 
— or abſolute Incapacity for that 
vine Know ledg and Commumon 
whereunto _—_— was Deſign'd. When 
He had made the F = Exchange 
of that Rich Treaſury of Moral Prin- 
ciples wich maintain d a Perfect Har. 
mony between Fleſh and Spirit, and 
1 in the Superlative Love 
* _ the Supre 


being ; 


. 40 Of Divine Revelation. 
Being; for an erroneous Judgment, ly { 
verſe Diſpoſition- of Will, a ſtroni® of | 


ons and, Untraceable Irregularitiest M' 
and an utter Averſation to the Knou. G1 
ledg and Obedience of the Divim ta. 
Will ; It was altogether impoſſible f T 
for Him, without a New Pringiple T 
of Life, ſtrong enough to change the 

very Bent and Complex ion of his 

Soul, cleanſe it from the Fil hineſs of 
Carnal Aﬀe&ions, and qualify it for 
thoſe Delights which are Sublime and 
Spiritual ; to Diſcern the attractive 
Beauty of Holineſs, be duly affe&ed 
with his own inexpreſſible Deformity, 
or make Choice of and Practically 
embrace the only Way to his Ultimate | 
Happineſs. i 


N 
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Tux Corrupt Remains of thoſe 
Intellectual Faculties, which at Firſt 
contributed to the Higheſt Pitch of 
Loving God, i. e. with the whole 
Heart, Soul, and Strength, would now, 
without a Superior Conduct, rather 
widen the Diſtance and heighten the 
Alienation, For, ſince they could on- 


ly 


_ — — 


or Guilt and 


* Of Divine Revelation. ' 
t, i ſerve to aggravate the juſt Reffections 
3 ſuggeſt the Impoſſi- 
bility of appeaſing Divine Wrath, and 
exclideall Reaſonable Expectation of 
Mercy, they would not afford the leaſt 


Ground of Encouragement to Repen- 


tance; or Endeavouring a Reformation. 
The Natural Conſequence whereof, is, 
To take a Deep Carouſe in the imagi- 
nary Sweetsgof Sin, and alleviate, as 
much as poſſible, the Fears of an At- 
ter-reckoning by a reſolute Diverſion 
to the moſt Gratifying Enjoyments of 
Senſce. But tis not Difficult to gueſs 
- what a miſerable Expedient this muſt 
needs prove in the End, and how 
poorly Satisfactory for the Preſent ; 


though too too many are ſo beſot- 


PU 


ted as to make the unhappy Tryal. 


When the ſcorching Anticipations of 
Future Vengeance do moſt ſenſibly 
affect em, they boldly plunge into all 
the Exceſſes of Senſuality ; or, in their 
Brighteſt, Intervals, only Breath out 
= that Perverſe Prophet of Old) 
ome faint and abortive Wiſhes of 
ſharing at laſt 1th the Righteous in 
their happy Exit and Reward, to ſtifle 
the uneaſy Twinges of preſent Con- 
victions. Bu r 
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Bu r, to the Eternal Exaltation MW 
of the Divine Attribures, which the | 
moſt elevated Faculties of our Souls i 


can at preſent no more duly admire 


than perfetly comprehend, Man was W 


not left in this Lapſed State deſtitute 
of Help and Hope : But an adequate 


Remedy was provided, not 2 for || 


the compleat but advantageous - 
ration of this inconceivable Los ; tho 
involv*dzwith Difficulties that would 
have appear'd iuſuperable to any but 
Infinite Wiſdom, Some early Glim- 
merings of Divine Light were happily 
difplay'd in th:t profound and impe- 
netrable Darkneſs ; and à Comfortable 
Promiſe of the Bleſſed Redeemer, to 
anticipate Deſpair, was graciouſly in- 
terwoven with that irreverſible 
denounced on the Seducer : The Glo- 
rious Accompliſhment whereof, in the 
Fulneſs of Time, and in its utmoſt Ex- 
tent, is the very Sumin of all Reveal'd 
Religion, the Joy of the Holy An- 
els, and the Bleſſed Origin of Life, 


Mankind: Which juſtly claims the 
higheſt Accents of Praiſe and Adorati- 
on 
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rom all the United Powers of the 
Pul, bath in this World and that to 
s © Oreat Maſter Builder, ha- 
Ning Delign'd ſome Magnificent Stru- 
ure of the moſt exquiſite Perfection, 
Forms to Himſelf an exact Model of 
| the whole Work in the Idea of his 


Mind, before it is begun: Sc, if itt 
may be lawful, with the Deepeſt Hu- 
mility, to illuſtrate, by ſuch Faint 
Compariſons, that which infinitely 
ſurpaſſes the Reach of our preſent Ca- 
acity, the Ommipotent Creator and 
Undhgngeable Fountainof Bleſſedneſa, 
to whom. the Whole intricate Chain of 
Futurities was ever preſent in One 
Comprehenſive View ; was pleas d 
to, Form the Glorious Deſign of 
Creation and Providence, and infla. 
ende or direct all their untraceable 
Parts, whether reſpecting the Muta- 
_ bility of Mans Firſt Eſtate, with his 
Total Defection, and the Source there- 


2 


of in thoſe te Spirics, or his 
Stupefidious Recovery, with all the 
Bleiſed s directly or more remote- 


ly ſobſervient thereto ; fo as to termi- 
| nw | nate, 


44 of Divine Revelation. 


nate, with a perfect Harmony, in mag. Wh. 
nifying the immenſe Riches of his Grace on | 
and Glory by Feſus Chriſt, And tho 1 oe 
Man, by his Diſobedience to the Su- rav 
preme Leægiſlator, had at once Forfeit | 3 Oo 
ed his Original Title to the Inheri. ry 
tance both of Heaven and Earth; yet WW jj1v 
the whole Patrimony being thus hap- | 4 of 
ily reinveſted” in the Perſon of the Pr 
ternal Meſſiab, is again Diſpenſed w. 
from Him (the moſt A ſolute Heir of te. 
all Things) as Sole Head and Great 
Truſtee of the Church. Hence tis 
very Emphatically call'd in Holy Scrip- 
ture the Purchaſed Poſſeſſion : And as 
no Effectual Claim can be made there- 
to, but by Vertue of our Adoption in 
and through Him ; ſo, by that Cl rious 
Pledg of the moſt ineffable Wiſdom 
and Love, we have not only the ſureſt 
Title both in Law and uity, but 
the greateſt Encouragement imagina- 
ble to plead it, by our Was Alvear, 
in the Supreme Court of Heaven. 


THAT A WeafooableEriltiine.'s en- 
dued with a Sufficiency of Power : 


Perſeverance, undone by Yoluntar 
Deviation, and become no leſs E 1 
r 
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Shin Miſerable, ſhould bereſcu'd from 


e Jaws of Death and a Triumphing 
W.nemy, and Reſtor'd to the higheſt 


*$F avour and Fruition of an Offended 
Cod; in ſo admirable a Method, eve- 
ry Way conſiſtent, with, and highly 
illuſtrating the; inſeparable Perfections 
of the Divinę Being: That a compleat 
Propitiatory Sacrifice of infinite Value 
was prepar'd to explate the Guilt, 
transfer the condign Puniſhment, and 
N. acIaMy for the Offender : 

hat a Glorious Mediator, of Divine 
Perfection, no leſs able than willing 

to Save, ſhould voluntarily interpoſe, 

to make up that vaſt and inconceivable 
Breach; and Himſelf become both the 
Root and Pattern of Holy Obedience 

to all that Effectually receive Him: 
That Two Diſtin&t Natures, without 
the leaſt Confuſion of Properties, ſhou'd 
conſtitute One Glorious Perſon, De- 
ſign'd for that * Work ; which 
were abſolutely Neceſſary, both to 
ſcreen them from avenging Wrath, 
and to Diſſipate their Fears, by Draw - 
ing down the Bright Beams of Divine 
Love, . rendring them Suſceptive 


thereof : That Mercy and Truth ſhould 


fa 
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ſo happily meet together, and Righte- 
ouſucſs and Peace kiſs each other In 
a Word, That there ſhould be ſuch a 8 
Wonderful Complication of Omnipo- 
tent Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Love, 
ſhining through the Whole H:irmoni- 
ous Scheme of Man's Happy Redemp- 
tion; in Delivering Guilty, forlorn 
Wretches from the Original Sentence 
of Condemnatiog, woolng, perſwading 
and entreating them to conſent to their 
own Happineſs, b a "Thakfvl Sub- 
miſſion to the Eaſy Terms thereof ; 
the Summ of which are Repentance ſo- 
wards God, and Faith in our Lard Jeſus 
Chrift ; the Former including an actual 
Forſaking of Sin, and the Latter, a 
ſteady Engagement in Practical Obe- 
dience : All theſe aſtoniſhing Won- 
ders, tho' of the greateſt Certainty 
imaginable, arc ſuch Bottomleſs Deep, 
That they far exceed the ſhallow Li- 
mits, and moſt penetrating Searches 
of Human Reaſon, afliſted by the 
higheſt Aids in this Statg of Mortali- 
ty: Thoſc Bleſſed Spirits above, 
which continually encompaſs the Ce- 
leſtial Throne, deſire to lapk farther 
into them: And we muff N 
wit 


* 
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ich that Great Apoſtle, to know That 
hey infinitely ſur paſt all preſent Know- 
4 25 and Comprehenſion. | 


NI THERA could the Glorious 
Enterprize of ſuch an Almighty Agent 
have produc'd any Meaner Effects, 
ace we are aſſur d, from the moſt in- 
fallible Authority, That God was in 
Chrift, Reconciling the World unto Him- 
ſelf; That He was no leſs than The 

gbty God who had undertaken to 
be the Prince f Peace; That He has 
an abſolute Soveraignty of. all Created 
Beings, in as much as they were made 
cy and for Him; and that through 

is Powerful Mediation the very Pil- 
lars of the Earth are born up, and-Di- 
vine Patience, in a continu'd Series of 
innumerable Benefits, has been exer- 
cis d towards a Sinful World. He 

was therefore able to free us perfectly 

from all hoſe pri Evils which we 

could never have ſuſtain'd, vis, Our 

Sins, with their inſeparable Conco- 
manta, Fears and Sorrows; to con- 
vey all thoſe Spiritual Bleiſings which 
are requiſite for our preſent Direction 
dd Encouragement, and at laſt bring 


" * 

. 1 | 

8 Us 
, * ? 8 4 
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us ſafe to the Heavenly Inheritance. 


The ſweet Agreement of Power and 
Compaſſion which ſo happily meet 
together in Him, as the proper Reſult 
of that Bleſſed Alliance between the 
Deity and Human Nature, readily 


ſuggeſts to Frail Mortals an abundant | 


Conſolation and Support 3 fince by 
the One He is always touch'd with the 
livelieſt Senſe of thoſe manifold In- 


| firmities incident to their preſent Con- 


dition, and by the Other abundantly 


Qualified for a continual Communica- 


tion of ſeaſonable Aids; to pardon 
their innumerable Deviations, ſupply 
their manifold Defects, and impart 
both an acceptable Savour and en- 
hancing Value to their ſincere tho' im- 
perfect Obedience. 1 


No Wonder then Thi Satan "as 
Anti-Chriſt, by his ſabtil Inſtruments, 
the ſtrenuous Advocates of Reaſon, has 
appear'd more than ' ordinarily indu- 
ſtrious to Efface that Fundamental Ar- 
ticle of Chriſtianity, the Hypoſtatical 
Union of the Divine and Human Na- 
tures in the Perſon of our Bleſſed Sa- 
uior; it being no leſs than the very 


of Divine Reuiiation. 


A rier-Stone which upholds the whole 


{ | lorious F rame of that Heavenly Buil-: 


For, as He was the Eternal 


on, Co- exiſtent with the Father, and 
Wn finitely Happy before all Cre ted 
Peings; He was alſo the Tirſt Born 
hanifeſted in Time, to Reſtore and 
WReconcile the Lapſed World, purſu- 
ant to that Glorious Deſign wherein 
he had before 1 engag'd: 
And ſo the whole United Honour both 
of Creation and Redemption terminates 
in Him. At the Accompliſhment of 
the Former, in its Native Beauty and 
Perfection, Holy Job tells us The 
Morning ' Stars {org together, and all 
thoſe Sons of God ſhouted for Foy : And 
when He Deſcended to enter on that 
Mighty Work of Raiſing and Perfecting 
a New Creation; to take Mankind in- 
to à Natural Union, by Aſſuming 


that Prepared Body of Human Fleſh ; 


into a Legal Union, by becoming their 
Surety ; and into a Myſtical, by A- 
dopting them as Members of his Glo- 
rious Body, through the Sanctifying 
Efficacy of the Holy Spirit ; the ſame 
Heavenly Choir came down with 

turous Acclamations of Praiſe, Be- 
1 T E nignity 
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= 


pant A e. But that which 


Courſe of his ineffable - 


Stranger 20 Corruption, ſhould Raiſe 


and lead Captive the King of Terror; 
and enable us, againſt all the Relu- 
Cancy of Frail Nature, to look 


ity mo —_— to . 5 
18 on that Happy Occaſion: Both 
which were but a ſmall Reſemblance 
of the Univerſal Honour, Dominim 
and Bleſ/me which ſhall inceancly 
redound to > Him at his next Trium 4 


will infinitely heighten both the Ad- | 
miration and Praiſe, will be the juſt | 
Reflexions on that h of Divine 
Wiſdom which could Dire& ſuch im- 
probable and ſeemingly contrary Means 
to produce ſo Glorious Effects: 

That the Way ſhould be no lefs Mira- 
culous than "he Work it felf: And 
thar the Son of God, the whole | 
umiliation, | 
more particularly ſubmitting to an ig- 
nomintons Death, and viſiting thoſe 
Datk Recefſes of the Grave, tho a 


the e Dead World to a Capacity of 
ernal Life and Bleſſedneſs ; Diſarm 


"through thoſe Diſconſolate Shades 
with oy and 1 oe ro 4 


„ bu „ w v 


Tus 
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AT bciſtiao Religion, vir. The Glort- 
os and Incomprehenſible 153 or 
Hiſtinc Relations, in Eternal Un 

Divine Eſſence ; with their Sac 


4 
1 


J 


order, inſcparable Properties, and 
1 {Harmonous Operations; in the Bleſ- 
ed Contrivance, Happy Accomplith- 
ment, and Effectual Application of all 

the Tranſcen4ent Benelits of Redeem- 
ng Love; are 10 clearly expreſs d and 
Eaphatically enforc d in the Writings 
of the Holy Apoſiles (whoſe ſuccely- 
ful Labours and Inſpir'd Inſt ructions 
were eminently confirm'd by Miracles, 
as the moſt convincing Proof of their 
Diving Authority) and ſo firmly in- 
terwoven with all the Conſtituent 
Parts of the Chriſtian Doctrine, That 
Reaſon it ſelf, when freed from the 
Clogs of Prejudice, tho it can't Pe- 
- monſtratively comprehend, muft rea- 
dily aſſent to, or at leaſt cannot fairly 
reject them. MOT LES 


Ix we alloy\the Teſtimony of the 
Sacred Oracles 3 which ought to he 


. 
= 


eſteem'd by all who pretend but to the 
ng 


ame 


ru Sublimeſt Myſteries of the 
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that of our Bleſſed Savior Himſel 


Of Divine Revelation. Md, 
Name of Chriſtians, as he higheſt and f 3 
moſt indiſputable Authority in all 
Matters both of Faith and Practice: 
What can be more clear and Full than 


I and my Father are One ? Of The 


8. John The Word was God dee 
be Word was made Fleſh —— by 
| There are Three that bear Record in A 
Heaven, the Father, the Word and the Ml neſ 
Holy Ghoſt And theſe Three are One, fl bot 
Afterwards 1 of Cbriſt diſtinct- by 
ly) — This is the True God, and n 
Eternal. Life, Of S. Paul, having m 
mention d our Savior, —— Who be- 0 
ing in the Form of God, thought it | Ex 
not Robbery to be Equal with God Fi 
— Declared to be the Son of God ar 
with Power Who is God over all, * 
Bleſſed for evermore The Glo- ti 
rious Goſpel of the Bleſſed God — 9 
In Him dwells the Fulneſs of the God- f 
bead bodily — Let all the Angeli 1 
of God worſhip Him Thy Throne, 
O God, is for ever c. Andin 


that memorable Benediction of the 
ſame, Apoſtle —— The Grace of our | 
Lord 725 Chriſt, the Lobe of God, 


and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt-- 5 
An 


w Of Divine Kevelation: 
And of S. Luke in his Collection of 
ne Sacred 47s, where S. Peter ſharp- 
| ly reprehends Ananias for Lying to the 
„ah Ghoſt —— _ Thou haſt” not lied 
ne Men, but unto Go. And 
again The Haly Ghoſt ſaid, Se. 
Varate me Paul and Barnabas —— &. 
Tho ſome very Learned Men, too 
deeply tinctur'd with Prejudice, have 
by a Kind of Sophiſtical Subtilty en- 
deavour'd, not without great Unfair- 
neſs, to give a quite Different Turn 
both to theſe and other Parallel Texts, 
by making them ſtoop to their Pimi- 
niſhing Gloſſes (as there are ſtill to 
many who take a great deal of Pains 
to make themſelves Miſerable ; by 
Everting, as far as in them lies, the” 
Foundations, or lefſening the Dignity 
and Efficacy of thar Glorious Work of 
our Redemption); yet the groſs Par- 
tiality and Violence offer d to their 
genuine Senſe, is ſo palpably evident, 
that the Truth has been rather illu- 
ſtrated than obſcur'd thereby. 12 


* 


In our Embracing theſe Superna- 
tural Myſteries, propos'd in the Blef- 
ſed Goſpel as is ſees of our Fas 


37k 


dine 
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curious 


bility or Manner of their Exiſtence; 


— jelding a ready Aſſent to them , 
her Native Simplicity. *Tis ſuf- 


— for our Belief, That they are 


grounded on the Vetacity, Wiſdom 
and Omnipotence of God; which 


ought to Reſolve or Superſede all 
our Doubts, and produce ſuch à Sta- 


—.— of Spirit as Nothing: can/ſhake, 
ince/an-exa&t and curious Il luſtrati- 


on of them was never defign'd for 


the Province of Reaſon, twould be 
the higheſt Folly as well as an ha- 
zZarduus Attempt to involve them with | 
greater / Difficulties, by propoſing ſo 


mean and inſufficient a Teſt as our 
Papa Underſtanding z and infinite- 
200 more profitable where that is De- 
ctive, to give the true Latitude and 
juſt Pre-eminence to our Faith. Rea- 
Tn and Natural Philoſophy are not ſo 
clear, at the Beſt, but hu they ate 
ſubiec to the Miſts of Ignorance and 
even in many of their nice 

Diſc nifitions into Natural Cauſes, 


oductions and Events: * if ſo, 
'twould 


is ſafe and agreeable to their | 
Sublime Nature, that we avoid too 
culations about the Poſſi- * 


0 


: Fa % 


"v5 - 


would be the moſt Preſumptuous Ex- 
3 urſion for them to graſp at, Or endea- 

our a Solution of, the 2% Baby, Deep 
5 7 Pings, or Hidden Wiſiom, of God; 


W which are happily reſerv d for a cleater | 

Explication till we put off the pre- 
ſent Clogs of Fleſh, and reach that 
Glorious Inheritance among tbe Saints 
in Light. ES. 


Fox the Divine Authority and 
ſure Conduct of the Holy Scriptures. 
I the moſt daring Acheiſt, or rigid 
Sceptic, would but lay aſide the thick 
Vail of unreaſonable Prejudice; and 
ſuffer themſelves to make ſuch Fair 
and - Genuine Couclufions as them- 
ſelves would readily admit in an 
other Cafe (And indeed the clear 
and moſt unexceptionable to Reaſon 
it Self, fo far as is Conſiſtent with 
the Nature of Things, do neceflartly 
occur) they could not perſiſt in their 
miſerable Diffidence and Oppoſitien. 
If we duely conſider the awful Maje- 
ſty and Venerable Style of theſe, be- 
: — all other Writings in the World; 
' king "backward to the Birth of 
Time and of all Created Beings, yea 
1 E 4 even 


56 


even into the immenſe Boſom of Etet 
nity, and forward to the certain Ac 
compliſnment of the moſt importan 


Purifying Tendency ; their general | 


of Mankind; their Confirmation by 
] 
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tho My ſter ious, Propheſies 3 Enjoyningi 
the moſf Reaſonable and advantageou 


Duties; Condemning Sins, as mo V 
dangerous and deteſtable; Promiſing un 
the higheſt Rew:rds, ſuited to Intel- fu 
ligent Beings, Threatning ure St 
able Puniſhments for wilful Diſobe- le 
dience and Final Impenitence, Gc. in te 
ſuch a manner as 1s only adapted to l 


the Supream Authority of Heaven: 
Alſo their Antiquity and wonderful 
Preſervation; their Holy Deſign and 


Canſent and excellent Harmony; their 
prevailing Power and admirable Effi- 
cacy ; their profound Contrivance aud 
am1able Scope, in promoting the Glo- 
ry of God and the Ultimate Happineſs 


eminent Miracles, and the concurrin 
Teſtimonies of the Beſt of Men in 
Ages: Theſe, and many other Par- 


ticulars that might be enumerated, 


are both a very pregnant Proof, againſt 


all unreaſonable Cavils, of a Super- 
natural Origin and Divine Authority 


inſtam- 
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inſtamp'd on every Part; as well as 
a ſufficient Caution againſt Truſting 
too confidently to any - deceitful Im- 

provements in Philoſophical Reaſoning, 
which are apt to heighten the Natural 
Vanity of the Mind, and prove an 
invincible Obſtacle to the moſt uſe- 
full Knowledg, i. e of God and our 
Selves: Whereas this would neceſſarily 
lead us, in a deep Senſe of Humility, 
to contemplate the Glory of his At- 
tributes , and the ſpecial Endearments 
of his Love, | 


As to that Great and Eſſential Ar- 
ticle of the Chriſtian Faith, the Deity 
of our Bleſſed Savior ; unhappily im- 

pugned by Some Degenerate Minds, 
which, to a dangerous Degree of Blaſ- 
phemy, pay a much greater Deference 
to the erroneous. Dictates of Carnal 
Reaſon than the Authority of Divine 
Revelation. If the moſt ſtrong and 
invincible Proofs that could poſſibly 
have been defir'd or propounded, waquld 
ſatisfy the Scruples of ſuch obſtinate 
and indeed highly unreaſonable Oppo- 
nents ; the many Bright Evidences, 
and powerful Demonſtrat ions already 


vouch- 


38 


Manner, Excellent Ends and Bleſſed Ef. 


The Literal Accompliſhments and par- 
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vouchſaf'd to the World, muſt be l. iP"?! 
Jow'd by every unbyaſs'd Perſon as M; | 
ſufficient to that End. When we WI” 
ſeriouſly animadvert the Concurrence | 
of the Holy Prophets in their remote 
Predictions of the Certainty, Time, 


3 


and 


feds of his Myſterious Incarnation + of 
His Divine Majeſty conceaſd under 
that deſpicable outward Appearance; 
-of the hard Entertainment of his Per- 
ſon and Doctrin from the World, eſpe- 
cially from the ſtrong Prejudice of thoſe 
who where moſt celebrated for Lear- 
ning and Knowledg in Divine Things: 


ticular Application of thoſe very Pro- 
pheſies: His exact Correſpondence + 
to the lively Types by which he 
had been repreſented under the Jewiſh 


Diſpenſation: His unweariedd Labours 


in Doing Good to the Bodies and Souls 
of Men: His unparal led Humility, im- 
maculate Righteouſneſs, and compleat 
Obedience in Doing and Suffering the 
utmoſt that was requiſite on the 
Behalf of Fallen Man: His many Stu- 
ndious Miracles; in Faſting ſo much 


beyond the Powers of Nature; Mul- 


„t lying 
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'0 , iplying poor Pittance of Proviſions 
. Wor the 1 T Ilultitudes that follow'd 
Him; Giving Strength to the Lame, 
Health to the Sick, Sight to the Blind 
and . to the Dead, in the moſt 
I and inftaritaneous- manner, ac- 
| d even by His ihveterate Ad · 
verſaries: That Convulſive Shock which 
the whole Frame of Nature ſuffer d 
at the Reſignation of his Temporal 
Life ; together with the Genturion's 
Orthodox Confeflion thereupon ; and 
the premature Eſcape of many Deceas d 
Saints from the Bonds of Death, as 
joyful Harbingers of his Glorious Re- 
ſurrect ion:  Atdeſpecidlly Raiſing Him 
ſelf at the prefixed Time with Tro- 
phies of Glory and Triumph from 
that Dark State of Separation to which 
He hall voluntarily Submitted; Con- 
verſing with his lelect Diſciples for 
Forty Days ſucceſſively Manifeſting 
Hhimſelf = {ome Hundreds of other 
un ueſtionable Witneſſes at once ; 
at laſt in the full View of many 
SpeQators 'Gloriouſly Aſcending to 
= ions of Bliſs: Boon after ac- 
ing his Sacred Promife in an 
dhe \Effuſion of the Holy 


Spirit; 
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Spirit; Propagating the Bleſſed Goſ- W 
pel in a Series of Akonitting Succeſs Wl 

(amidſt the vehement Oppoſition of 
the implacable Fews, in Concert with 
the Roman Secular Powers) through 
the moſt Deſpicable Inſtruments ; whoſe | 

_ Miraculous Conqueſts far outſhone all 
the united Atchievements of the great · 
eſt Monarchs ; Diſpoſing their Nume- 
rous Converts to embrace thoſe Savin 

Doctrins with Unanimity and Siugleneſs 
of Heart: Raiſing His ſpotleſs Church 
in the moſt degenerate Times of Jeiſb 
and Heathen Superſtitions; Influencing, 

E. Governing and Enlarging it through 

all ſucceeding Ages; and never ſuffer- 
1ng it to be totally Eclips'd by thethick 
Clouds of Error, Schiſm, or Apoſta- 
fie : All thoſe accumulated Wanders, 
enforc d by many Direct and Poſitive 

Aſſertions in Holy Writ, together with 
the immediate Teſtimony of Heaven 
it ſelf at his Baptiſm and Transfigura- 
tion, and of the Bleſſed Angels at his 
Nativity, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion; 
are at leaſt ſufficient to ſatisfie ſuch as 

have not bid Defiance to Reaſon, and 
the general Impreſſions of Natural Re- 
ligion, in that moſt Comfortable, but 
ö mud 
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incomprehenſibly Glorious, Myſtery 
of God Manifeſted in the Fleſh. And 
if theſe can't prevail upon em to break 
through the ſtrongeſt Barrs of Ir:fide- 
lity , tis to be feard an immediate 
Voice from Heaven, or ſpecial Meſſen- 
ger from the Dead, would be no leſs 
ineffectual. ; 


TRE Divine Wiſdom was eminent- 
ly viſible in laying that Glorious De- 
ſign of the Bleſſed Goſpel in ſuch a 
manner, as did equally tend to procure 
the Comfort, and promote the Holi- 
neſs of Man. For whilſt he lay un- 
der thoſe ſtrong Prejudices that muſt 

ariſe from the ſettled Apprehenſions of 
God as an implacable — *twas 
1mpoſlible to cheriſh any Regular De- 
fires or Diſpoſition to return towards 
Him: For Confuſion and Terror are 
always inſeparable from a prevailing 
Senſe of Guilt. But through the whole 
Syſtem of this amiable Science, the 
Honour of God is repreſented as v- 
repair'd, his Juſtice compleatly ſatisfied, 
and his delightful Propenſion to par- 
don upon fincere Repentance, in the 
moſt Pathetic manner proclaim'd ; And 
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all theſe confirm'd by the higheſt In- 
ſtance of his Love (far ſurpaſſing the 


Concept ions of Men or Angels) the 


unſpeakable Gift of his Son; who fi- 


nilh'd the hard Work of our Redem- 
om on his Croſs, pafs'd through the 
quſconſolate Vale of Death, rofe a- 
gain in Triumph, and advancing the 
Human Nature to the Glory above, 
became the Fir# Fruits and moſt com- 
fortable Pledg of a Bleſſed Reſurrec- 
tion to all that fleep in Him. Thus 
the Almighty draws us with the ſtron- 
geſt Cords of his Love; conquers our 
natural Averfion ; diſſipates our Fears; 
increaſes our Faith ; ſets before us the 
moſt powerful Motives to Obedience; 
guides us by the Counſell of his Holy 
Word; follows us with the neceſſary 
Aids of his Spirit; and at laſt brings us 
to the happy Confummation of our 


Hopes in the perpetual Enjoyment of 


Himſelf, 


As *tis only through the clear Re- 


velation of the Holy Scriptures that 
the lively Knowledg of Man's Re- 
conciliation by the Death of Chriſt, 


is convey d; and that Remiſſion of 


Sin 
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sia is to be obtain'd alone through 
baith in his Blood: So they are like- 


wiſe the moſt perfect = unerring 
Rule of our Practice, as well as the 
ſure Standard of our Faith. Though 
the Light of Nature was ſufficient to 
Aer Sins of the Groſſer Kind; a 
much ſtraiter Rule was requiſite to 


detect the ſecret Corruption and Ob- 


liquity of the Heart, and to rectify 
the leſs diſcernable Irregularities of 


the Life. Nay the Learned Phari- 
ſees themſelves, who enjoy*dthe more 
velled part of the Holy Oracles, and 
tor a little zealous for *em too, 
were guilty of palpable Perverſion and 
. falſe Gloſſes on the very Rules which 
they pretended to walk by ; vainly 

etending to correct their Strictneſs 

too Favourable Explications: Nei- 
ther could they diſcern from their 


written Precepts, much leſs could the 


general Law of Nature take notice 
e that Dangerous and moſt Damnin 8 
Sin of Inkdelity which the Holy Go 

pel of Ur Bleſſed Savior 2 to- 
gether with its deep Guilt and Aggra- 
vations. Nor does the Evangelic Rule 
ly make known our Qbliquities, 


2 but 
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but the ſure Way to conquer and re. 


dreſs them ; imparts the cleareſt Know- 
ledg of the Divine Will ; ſets before 
us the moſt perfe& Pattern for our 
Imitation ; propoſes the moſt comfor- 
table Relief for our Infirmities, and 
Defects; and gives the moſt encou- 
raging Aſſurance of an Happy Iſſue in 
the End. 1 


T x a T Diſcriminating Favour of 
Heaven which beſtows theſe Bleſſed 
Means of Saving Knowledg on any 
1 Nations or Parts of the 

orld, whilſt others are fuffer'd to 
remain in the groſs Darkneſs of pol- 
luted Nature ; calls for ſuitable Re- 
turns of Gratitude and Fruitfulneſs: 


Without which theſe incſtimable Pri- 


vileges will at laſt lie inexpreſſibly 


heavy on their Hands, when the Great 


Diſtributor of the Talents ſhall appear, 
with his Glorious Retinue, to take a 
general Account of them. Whatever 
the Profane Senſualiſt, the diſguis'd 
Hypocrite, or the Negligent Chriſtian, 
may ſuggeſt to the contrary, his Ex- 
pectations will then be proportion'd 


ſtow'd ; 
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ſtow'd and, if we dare credit his 
own Aſſertion, Tyre and Sidon | Places 
unacquainted with thoſe happy Means 
of Reconciliation ] ſhall receive a 
more favourable Doom 'than Chorazin 
and Berkſaida | Which had been the 
obſtinate Witneſſes of his Bleſſed Do- 
ctrin and Glorious Miracles]. To 
have no other Senſe of the Tran- 
ſcendent Benefits of Chriſtianity, than 
as theyare acommon Hereditary Ri 
no Experience of their genuine Effects, 
in changing the D-prav'd Bent of the 
Mind, reſtraining the Scnfitive Appe- 


Actions, in ſome real, tho' imperfect, 
to the Heavenly Author of 

that Excellent Inſtitution (who was 
the Great Example of Holy Obedi- 
Vence); To have contributed Nothing 
to the Common Service of Religion, 
but rather leſſen'd its Intereſt and Re- 
38 in the World, and, by a 
ilſolute, Careleſs or Irregular Life, 
reflected a Diſparagement on its Righ- 
teous Ways; will no more avail than 
that Blin Confidence of the inflexible 
Fews in their Lineal Deſcent and 


Ancient Typical Privileges, ſo horri- 
F . 


ht z 


tite, and conforming the Life and 
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bly-perverted nnd abus d, whilſt they | 
Were the bittereſt, Enemies to the ve- | 
TY ,Mefieb v hom they pretended to 
Wait for. This.will render our Caſe 
Rae d more Deplorable than of 
Iqhoſe who never heard the Joyful 


Sound of the Evangelic Dil; penſation; 
whoſe proper 'Tendency is to bring 
ry tt God, Peace on Earth, and 


, 


lory #4 | 
dil ill towards Men; by Teaching 
them to deny all 'Ungodlineſs and 
Worldly Lists, and to live ſoberh, 
Woo. and godly in this preſent 


# 
_ Q 
« 
-. 


#orld. The Juſt, tho! Unſearchable, 
udgmentsof Divine Wiſdom and Om- 
niſcience in a long Rejection of thoſe 
Natural Br anc bos, through their inve- 
terate Obſtinacy, and bringing in the 
Gentile World, tho more wild and in- 
Eultivated, to ſhare in the rich and 
enlivening Vertues of the True Olive 
Tree ; S. Paul, their Great Apoſtle, 
very pathetically urges as the ſtrongeſt 
Motive to. Thankfulneſs, Humility, 
and all Kinds of Fruitful Improvement; 
and enforces it with a very memorable 
Caution, Leſt Theſe, being alſo, through 
Preſumption or Inadyertency, involv d 
in the ſame Guilt, ſhould fall under 
an 


= Of: Divine Revelation. } 
an equal, or rather more Concluſive, 
Sentenck; whereas the Receiving of 
Thoſe: (which He ſeems implicitly to 
foretel ) will be as Life from the, 
Dead. | | 


A: SEK10us Reflexion on that 
Miſerable State of complicited Evils, 
from which we are happily treed by a 
Right Application of theſe incompara- 
ble Benefits, is neceſſary to give us a 
juſt Value of them; without which 
our Eſtimate will be ipſinitely. ſhort, 
and altogether unbecoming Reaſona- 
ble Creatures. When we: duly confi- 
der the wretched and moſt debafing 
Servieude of Sin ; the impetuous Fury 
of: Diſorder'd Paſſions, and unbridled 
Laſts ; the inſupportable Ty ranny of 
Satan, who claims an abſolute Power 
over all Mankind as his Priſoners of 
War z the ſtrong Allurements of Sen- 
ſitive Pleaſures, which inchant the 
Superior Faculties and ſtifle all Deſires 
of Liberty; the diſquieting Stroaks of 
that juſt Accuſer in our Boſoms, whom 
none can ſilence or eſcape; the anxi- 
cus Fears of Death, and thoſe accu- 
mulated Treaſures of Wrath to come - 
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This will inſpire our Souls with 2 
vigorous Activity; and raiſe the lan- 
guid Affections to ſincere and ardent, 
tho diſproportion'd, Returns of Love, 
Obedience, and Reſignation, to that 
immenſe Fountain of Goodneſs and 
Mercy which has, at ſo dear à Rate, 
accompliſh'd our Deliverance, and 
purchas' d, by a Nobler Title than that 
of Creation, an abſolute Soveraignty 
over Us. And when we Conſider fur- 
ther the Eaſie Toke that He enjoyns, 
which is no other than the moſt per- 
fect Freedom, vis. To receive Him, 
with an intire Aſſent of the Will 
and Affections, both as a Prince and 
4 Savior; to ſubmit to his Scepter as 
well as to claim the Benefits of his 
Sacrifice ; together with thoſe happy 
Confequents, the moſt ſolid and un- 
ſhaken Peace, Stability of Mind, Re- 


ctitude of Judgment, Conqueſt of all 


irregular Paſſions, Pardon of involun- 
tary Failings, Contempt of the World, 
and wel-grounded Hopes of being for 
ever with Him at the End of a very 
Short and uncertain Life ; "Twill ap- 
pear an admirable Conde ſcenſion That 
He ſhould ſo far be ſatisfied with the 

| Travel 
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Travel of bis Soul, as not only to ac- 
cept, but put a Value upon the ſmall, 
Return of our moſt Elevated Affecti- 


ons or Delightful Service. 


1 
'2 


; 
i 
FROM the Glorious Combination 
of infinite Wiſdom and Love, which 
fo eminently appears in that admira- 
ble and Harmonious Revelation of the 
Divine Will, wherein the Wel-being 
of Mankind is principally concern'd ; 
it is but a Reaſonable Inference, Thar 
they, for whom ſo much has been 
done, and ſuch Mighty Things are yet 
in Reſerve, ſhould earneſtly employ, 
their moſt unclouded Thoughts in ſtu- 
dying to know and Underſtand, it 
more fully. As this Kind of Know- 
ledg is, beyond Compariſon, the moſ} 
profitable ; ſo 'tis attended with the 
moſt ſolid and ſatisfactory Pleafure, 
'Tis moſt ſuited to an Intelligent Be- 
ing; becauſe it affords the Brighteſt 
Diſcovery of the Supreme Good ; and 
diſplays ſuch an infinite Variety, ſuch 
inexhauſtible Fulneſs and Immenſity, 
as is more than ſufficient to ſatisfy the 
moſt enlarged Deſires. In all other 
Kinds of Science, both Speculative 
F 3 and 
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its Bleſſed Author and Glorious Ob- 
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and Practical, there is ſome Allay of 
Uncertainty or Defect, to pall the 
Appetite, and render the Satisfaction 
incompleat ; verifying that Bnigma- 
tical Aſſertion of the beſt qualified 
Tudg —— He that increaſes Knows- 
Ivde, increaſes Sorrow; as if He had 
ſaid, "The greater Pitch a Man ar- 
* rives at, the more ſenſibly he is af- 
* fected with the Infutficieticy. of that 
“Know ledg, both to ſupply. his De- 
* fects, and to ſatisfy his Deſires: 
Which will the father appear, if we 
conſider that Such Knowledg is at beſt 
calculated fo the- Meridian: of this 
Life, and makes no Proviſion. for 
Death or Eternity. But to Study and 
Contemplate the Evangelid Doctrin 
of Salvation, with its Sacred Myſte- 
ries, is far otherwiſe': Tis the Word 
af Truth which came: down from Hea- 
ven; and is alone ſufficient both to 
ſhew us the Right Way and bring us 
ſafely thither. By its Bleſſed: Effects, 
It carries a convincing Evidence af its 
Divine Original; and, however Men 
may err in their Opinions about it, is 
always the ſame, being immutable as 
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ther Kinds o inferior Study inf rm t 
Underſtanding without purifying the 
Soul, this inſpires it with a Superla- 
tive Love of God, with a juſt Abhor- 
rence of Sin, and a more full Con- 
formity to the Dieine mage Hereby 
the wand' ring Thoughts are moſt hap- 
pily fix d, and beſt ſecur d againſt the 
reat Variety of irregular Excurſions. 
or, as the Mind is uſually perplex d 
with Endleſs Inquietude in its over- 
curious or too eager Purſuit of other 
Enquiries; In this, it returns to its 
proper Reſt ; like the wearied Dove, 
to that protecting Ark from whence 
ſhe came ; Or the wavering Needle, 
to its attractive Pole. With the high- 
eſt _ . did . Learned 
oltle, who was ſo gre roficient 
abi. tho' t e Peter ent Of, Stu- 
dies, determine to Know Nothing com- 
paratively ſave Cbriſt and Him Cruci- 
fied : And He 14 it down as a molt 
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uncontrovertible Maxim, That Gren 
is the Myſtery of Gollineſt : God ma. 
nifeſted in the Fleſh ; juſtified in the 
Spirit; ſeen of Angels ; Preach'd unto } 
the Gentiles; Believed on in the World, 
Received up to Glory, 


OF 
8 Evanceric Ozto1ience. 


1 HE Tranſcendent Dignity of the 
1 Chriſtian Religion is in a ſpecial 
Manner conſpicuous in tlie Excellency 
of its Ends propos d, and Rectitude 
of the Means conducing thereunto. 
As it tends to the higheſt Advance- 
ment of Human Nature; it neceſſa- 
nly excludes whatſoever is Mean, Sor- 
did, aud Unworthy of a Rational A- 
gent, Every Perſon therefore that 1s 
us happily influenc'd, will at all 
Times very carefully preſerve a ten- 
der Regard to all the Divine Com- 
mands ; and not, as is too common 
with who would be thought 
Sound in Practice, make a partial 
Choice of ſuch as leaſt thwart either 


their Vicious Inclinations, or Siniſter 
Purſuit of preſent Secular Intereſts, 
The Bleſſed Goſpel does not only 
ſhew Us the Deformity of our Lapſed 


State, 
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Clouds of Error and Prejudice; * 
Affections reſtor'd to their Native Or- 


7 \ . | = * 
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State, but the certain Means of ow i 


Happy Recovery, and an unſhaken Af. [ 
ſurance that we may attain it. And, 


as all Natural Deſires and Operations i 


uſually proceed from an adequate Prin- 
ciple, by which they are Regulated 
and Determin d: Sd, ſuch un ihthe 
Aſſent to that Glorious Revelation of 
the Divine Will, on the Sacred Terms 
propos d, as gives it a full Poſſeſſion 
of the Soul, and conquers àll the En- 
mity of our Deprav'd Reaſon, is the 
true Principle of Chriſtianity/: Which 
delightfully exerts it ſelf in the Genn- T4 
ine Fruits of Univerſal Obedienee to P) 
God, and Charitable Beneficepce to 10 
Mankind. Hereby the ſtrongeſt Coun- 1 
termotions of the Fleſn, wth its Trea- . 
cherous Allies, the World and the De- 
vil, are gradually impair d; thoſe 
dangerous Temptations, from the in- 


numerable Examples of others in a 7 
Diſſolute Courſe, ſucceſsfully reſiſted; 
the Underſtanding freed from its thick 


der and Vivacity, in the moſt delight - 
ful Choice of Inviſible 3 and, 
in a Word, all the united Faculties 2 

r | the 
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Wt he Inner Man fincefely engag'd in 
. choſe Regular appointed Ways of Serv- 
„ing God, which lead to the Ultimate 
Enjoyment of Him. win 


| AnD indeed He muſt have made 
but very little Progreſs in the Paths of 
Religion and Vertue, who does not 


[7 


That, in Reſpect ouly to preſent Ex- 
perience, and abſtracted from all Ap- 
prehenſions of thoſe ſ Feen Re- 
wards in another Life, they are infi- 


joy ments of Senſe; ,even, Such as are 


ſo, much more, to all thoſe that De- 
preſs the Rational Faculties beneath a 
common Degree of Brutality. As 
Theſe, in a way of Eminence, are 


of Wiſdom, The Ways of Pleaſamneſs ; 


readily aſſent to this undeniable Truth, 


nitely preferable to the, Groſſer En- 


moſt innocent and allowable: And if 


truly a by that inſpir'd Exemplar 
ſo they are no leſs, The Paths of 


95 


Peace And being ſuited to the No- 


bler Part, the hidden Receſs of the 


Mind, when compar'd with Senſual _ 


Pleaſures, they juſtly claim ſuch Su- 
aas as the Soul does over thoſe 
luggith and corrupt ible Organs which 
it actuates and enlivens Tris 


” 
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Tris Rectifid Frame, or Ney 
Nature, which is the only fit Subjed 
for acceptable Obedience, is a Trea. 
ſure not to be found among the Ru. 
ins of the Old Adam; otherwiſe It 
would not have requir'd ſo dear 2 
Purchaſe as that Precious Blood of the 
Everlaſting Covenant, nor the Abrogz- 
tion of the Firſt through its Inſuffici. 
ency : For in the Degenerate or Fal. 
len State, which had altogether ef. 
fac'd the Divine Image, and brought 
an Univerſal Diſorder on the Intelle- 
Qual Faculties, there remain'd not the 
leaſt Footſteps of ſuch Rectitude; no 
Guſts of Pleaſure or Happinefs, but 
what were ſuited either to the corrupt 
Bent of the Mind, or the vitiated Or- 
gans of Senſe; nor a Capacity ſo much 
as to look up aright towards the Eter- 
nal Fountain of Life. 


THAT its _— wholly Su- 
pernatural, is therefore undeniably E- 
vident, Becauſe its Genuine Tendency 
is to counterpoiſe, weaken, and at laſt 
happily root out all thoſe inherent 
Principles of Darkneſs, Ignorance, En- 
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nity, and Averſation to the Divine 

Will * Secret Springs of all Evil 
Tez. . Habits) which had not only tainted 
but univerſally deprav'd the Powers 
tand Faculties of Nature. And then 
it's not to be wonder ' d at, if a Mind, 
thus effectually reduc d to ſo amiable a 
Temper, ſhould, from its own Delight- 
ful Propenſion, exert it ſelf in 
all becoming Acknowledgements and 
Grateful Returns to the Bounteous Au- 
thor of its aſtoniſhing Recovery; tho 
no Acceſſion of Future Bleſſedneſs, or 
impulſive Promiſe of the moſt perfect 
Joys in ſure Reverſion, 'were compli- 
cated therewith. *T would be rather 
ſtrange if any conſiderate Perſon, 
thus happily actuated, could be fo 
highly Diſingenuous as to ſhew, in a- 
ny ſettled or induly'd Habit, a cont ra- 
ry Deportment : And they that think 
otherwiſe, however they may be flat- 
terd with empty Notions, have too 
oreat Reaſon to ſuſpe& themſelves yet 
in the Gall of Bitterneſs and Bond of 


Monz eſpecially, Since the Bleſ- 
fed. Author of our Salvation not only 
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ſtoop'd ſo low 'as to quit the Heavenly 


a Time, the Brightneſs of his Eternal 
Majeſty, or (as S. Paul exprefles it) 
to empty Himſelf, hy putting on the 
Form of a Servant, and undergoing 
the ſevereſt Sufferiugs that could be 
inflicted, for the Redemption of Mi. 
ſerable Captives to a State of the moſt 
Glorious F recdom; But, in Conde- 
ſcenſion to their Infirmities, and for 
their greater Encouragement to em- 
brace and perſevere in the Strait Path 
of his Eaſy Commands, as well as to 
heighten the juſt Senſe of their Endear- 
ments to Him, propoſes both a cer- 
tain Participation of his own incon- 
ceivable Glory, and engages the Com- 
forting Aids, of his Holy Spirit for 
their Gaidants: and Support under all 
intervening Difficulties in the Way 
thereunto : If all theſe United Attrac- 
tives have not their proper Effect; to 
excite the pureſt Reciprocal Affection, 
and fincereſt Returns of Delightful O- 
bedience ; though Men may pleaſe 
themſelves with the general Title of 
Chriſtians, they can have no true Evi- 
dence of any Part or Lot in this moſt 


Manſions of Bliſs, and lay aſide, for i 


4 
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important Affair. AS} 
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A our Love to the Holy Ways of 
Religion and their Glorious Author, 
muſt be fificere and unfe ign'd; ſo it 
muſt be the Supreme or Governing 
Paſſion in our Souls. The moſt intire 


ſtent with the preſent Frailty of Human 
Nature, is too too little, and bears 
no Proportion to the Immenſity of his 
Love ; which was more heighten'd in 
giving Himſelf for our Ranſom, than 
in conferring the Ultimate Reward of 
Heavenly Glory. Whilſt ours is com- 
plicated with a preſent and an Eter- 
nal Advantage, there's the greateſt 
Reaſon imagmable that it ſhould be 
Superlative, and preſide overall the ſecret 
Propenſions of the Heart, as well asOvert 
Acts of the Life. A leſs Degree is not faf- 
ficient to render the whole Courſe of 
our Obedience Chearful, Conſtant, 
and Regular ; to preſerve always a 
lively Impreſſion of his Benefits, with 
their genuine and indiſpenſable Effects; 
to commemerate his Paſſion with a 
Worthy Deportment ; to Mortify our 
Inherent Corruptions, and repell the 
numerous Train of Flattering Rivals 
which continually accoſt us. RE- 


and elevated Affection that is conſi- 
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RELIGION not ſo Dry and infipilff 
2. Thing, as the greater Part of Man- 
kind uſually repreſent it : Neither dos i 


ſonable Nature, but exalts and eſtz. ic 
bliſhes them on a far Nobler Foundz. i 
tion. If we have any juſt -Pretenſions 
thereto, 'twill ſoon manifeſt its Diffufive 
Vertue, and, like Leaven, gradually 
change and aſſimilate the whole Lump; 
i. e. twill ſhew it ſelf as a Governing 
Principle; to Purify the Heart and 
Reform the Life, producing both 
the neceſſary internal Habits of Faith, 
Love, Reſignation, &c. and all thoſe 
External Duties which have Reſpe& 
to 1ts common Intereſt, and the general 
Welfare of Mankind, tho' it does 
not exert it ſelf in ſtrong exorbitant 
Flights of Fancy, or ſenſible heigh- 
tening of the Natural Paſſions in Rap- 
turous Ecſtaſies and Deluſive Conceits 
of Extraordinary Inſpiration (as ſome 
too Enthuſiaſtically have imagin'd) 
but in Soundneſs of Judgment, Clear- 
neſs of Apprehenſion, and Stability of 
Mind; yet 'tis powerful enough to 
| keep 
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the Senſitive Appetite regulated 


"pil nd ſubdu'd, the Thoughts free, chaſt 
an. od unbyaſs'd, and the Affections ſtea- 
lor iy rais d towards the Things that are 
0 .2vc. And as this is the Brighteſt 
tz ; Ornament, ſo 'tis the Great and Pri · 
& mary Concern of Human Life; ac- 
0s Wording to that memorable Injunction 


of our Bleſſed Savior, to ſceł Firſi the 


ly Tingdow of God, and the Righteouſneſs 
; bbereof Nor can the many contrary 
5 WF Inſtances of ſuch Sordid Spirits as ei- 


ther careleſly poſtpone theſe momentous 
Affairs to the fleeting Trifles of Time, 
or make them ſubſervient toſome mean 
© WT Secular Aims, invalidate the Aſſertion, 
or in any meaſure palliate a Remiſſneſs 
n the Duty. | | 


T # x5 Excellent Habit, or Com- 
icy of Heavenly Vertues, is ſo 
entially neceſſary, and adds ſuch an 
enhancing Worth to all other Quali- 
fications, that without it a Man can 
ſcarce be truly ſaid to live: Tis like 


from an overflowing Fountain; and 
(to follow the Scripture Metaphor) 
ſprings up unto * Life. 


ll 


a ſoft Stream that riſes inceſſantly 


| ho", 
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in its Ordinary Courſe, it may mei 
with Oppoſitions ſtrong enough Lu 
check or: idivert it for a Seaſon; v. 

theſe Holy aters. will rife (like thoſe ¶ lon 

of the Sanctuary in 'Ezekiel's Viſion) Wito f 

andi never ceaſe prefling forward till Ml 6b! 

the Obſtacle: be removd, and they 

run ſmoothly in their proper Channe| 

as before. None of theſe Darkning 

Intervals or ſtrong Countermotions can 

either leſſen its Univerſality, or im- 
peach its Sincerityx. Tis not only x 

Stranger but an utter Enemy to all 

Siniſter Ends ; makes no Politic Re- 

ve for a Bow in the Houſe of Rim- 

an, tho' Honour and Intereſt lie at 
Stake ; indulges no Beloved Luft, tho 

like a Darling Herodias; when it 

ſtands in Competition with a Divine 

Command; conſers ugt teich Flaſb and 
BB bοα in auy of thoſe Great Things 
hich concern the Glory of God, 
Honour of Religion and the Soul's 
verlaſting Happine&. Like the 
Nine Daughter, tis Glorious within; 
and as the Roſe of Sharon, Beautiful 
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Yatwou And notwithſtanding all the 
Contempt, or hard Entertainment it 
uſually meets with from the Unthink- 


ing 


S kaungelic Obedjence. 


h o Tuſtre attending it as Nothing elſe 
Naß can equal. To Crown all, tis of the 
hot 1 longe Duration: Makes the Poſſeſſox 
ion) to flouriſh in Old Age, under the ſen- 
til ble Decays of the Outward Man ; It 
hey abides with him, as the moſt. Faithfu 

nel! Friend, to the laſt Period of Life; an 

ing not only ſo, but, to his great Com- 
can fort, paſſes over with Him into the 
* Other World, . , + 74 
lb 5 

all CoNFORMITY to the Life of 


Chriſt is the very Summ of Evangelic 
Obedience; and an Eſſential Qualifi- 
cation for the ineſtimable Benetits of 
his Death. As He was the only Per- 
It fect and abſolute Pattern of Holineſs, 
(> i whom the conſummate Beauty there- 
of ſhia d forth with unborrow'd Rays: 


N in the Habitual Exerciſe of Derivative 
5 Goodneſs, is the Principal Condition 
̃ of the Goſpel Covenant; to which 
Pardon of Sin, Acceptance with God, 

Adoption into the Heavenly Family, 

and the Crowning Reward of Future 
Glory, are inſeparabiy annex d. Tho' 

Fear ind Hope may deſervedly claim a 

>" 2 A. 4 Part 


ng Part, of Mankind, has ſuch a real. 


$ So, a Delightful Imitation of Him, 


8 


3 


— 


of any Thing Morally or Preceptively 


rings. Reaſon may ſuggeſt the Pra. 


Of Evangelic Obedience. 

Part in this Happy Renovation ; yet 

Faith and Love are the Commanding 

Principles, and moſt Powerful Artra- 
ctives to Obedience: One alway 

repreſents the Tranſcendent Beauty of 

lnvifible Objects; and the other ut- 
terly excludes an Habitual Allowance 


Evil; as inconſiſtent with the Eſſential 
Purity of the Divine Nature, and the 
Glorious Deſign of our Savior's Suffe- 


ctice of Vertue from à Principle of 
Self-Love : But this Supernatural or 
Divine Quality, reaches the Firſt Idea: 
of Vice in the Thoughts and Alffecti- 
ons, ſanctifies the Whole Man, and 


_ expreſſes it ſelf by an Univerſal De- 


ference to the Authority and Directi- 
ons of God's Reveale: Will. 


TAE Excellency, Freedom, Agree- 


ableneſs, and ineſtimable Privileges of 
the Evangelic Diſpenſation, will ap- 


pear with the higheſt Advantage, if 
we conſider the numerous Injunctions 


of the Ceremonial Law, the obſcure 


Types and faint Repreſentations of 
Divine Things, with the intolerable 


Yoke 


Of Evangelic Obedience. 


Yoke of Legal Diſcipline, both in Ab- 


ſtinence and Obſervations: All which 
our Bleſſed Redeemer in his own Per- 
ſon has compleatly fulfill d and utter- 
ly aboliſh d 3 by Rending the Vail, 
breaking down the ſtrong Vall of Par- 
titian, and introducing the Real or 
Subſtantial. Righteouſneſs which was 


ſignified thereby. As Chriſtians are 


Dead to thoſe inferior Elements; fo 
they are oblig'd to manifeſt the Prin- 
ciples of a Spiritual Life,by an Holy O- 
bedience to thoſe purer Precepts which 
that' Bleſſed Inſtitution recommends 


and enjoyns. Theſe are far leſs Nu- 


merous, and better ſuited to the Spi- 
rituality of Divine Worſhip ; conſiſt- 


ing, for the moſt Part, in Holy Con- 


templations and Pious Efforts of Love, 
Gratitude and Praiſe to their Benefi- 
cent Author : But more eſpecially the 
Two Viſible Pledges, or Confirming 
Seals, of his ineſtimable Love (where- 
in the whole Complex of Saving Bene- 
fits, and the lively Application of them 
is moſt ſignificantly expreſs d) being 
free from External Pomp and Cere- 
monious Obſcurity, Simple in their 


Nature, and eaſily F in their 


Im- 


— 
- 
| vU 
- 
* 
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languid and imperfect Services. 


Bx theſe Diſtant Circumferential 


- Elevations may in ſome Degree aſcend 


of this World: Tis but a Natural In- 
ference, That the Future Satisfaction 
of the Soul, when poſſeſs d of a Glo- 
Figus Immortality and the Supreme Ob. 
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Importance; are excellently fuited to i 
the Relief of our preſent Infirmities; 
to excite. the moſt Pious Affections, 


and giye an enlivening Vigor to our 


Lines, the Soul in its moſt Devoted 


towards the Eternal Center of Bleſſed- 
neſs, wherein they terminate. For, if 
there be at Preſent ſomething ſo at- E 
tractive, ſo ſuitable to the Taft of our 0 
Immaterial Part, and fo Superlatively 0 
Satisfactory, in a Courſe of Regular 9 
Piety (tho, at Beſt, too much ſhaded 0 
with Imperfections) 3 as all that are a 
truly Serious muſt acknow ledg in their f 
Brighteſt Intervals : If the Holy P al- | 
miſt eſteem'd this as his Chief Jo) ; 
expreſſing it often, by. the moſt mo- 
ving Compariſons, as his onely Reliſh 
of Life. If the Noble Galgacius, with 
many Others, thought it infinitely 
preferable to all the accumulated Riches 


ned 


Of Evangelis Obvididucs, \ 
Wick of its Love, will be inconceivably 
. W Great; not only baving catritd-with 
it all thoſe Pious Habits and Holy 
Propenfions into the Other World, 
free from the numerous Clogs that 
now unhappily bear them douin, butt: 
finding them infinitely heighten ꝗ and 


enlarg d to the mtmoſt arent of "ow 
own Boundleſs i: roar 


* \P 


Ts Princip al. Wee, which ars 
Eſſential to, 0 eminentty adofn 
Chriſtianity, beyond all ether Shalowws 
of Religion, as alſo imprint a Diſtip- 
guiſhing Luſtre on the Converſation 
of its Sore Votaries ; are Himility, 
Self-Denial, Univerſal "Cbarky," Con- 
tentment, Reſignation and Subſervienee 
to the Glory of God, as the- Higheff 
End of all — Actions. Hereim are 
neceſſarily included, an Aw ful Senſe 
of the Divine Soveruignty, infinite 
Goodneſs, and inexpreſſible Gonde- 
ſcenſion 3 a dus Refj en to his Equita- 
ble Laws ; A Corhjaſtionate Beritemit! 
to Mankind : and a Submiſſive Rervr 
of . Adoration and Praiſe to the Sole 
Aut bor of our Being and SupremeFoun- 
taint of our Benefits. But, To touch a 
little on Particulars; G4 HU: 


- WW Of Ewangelic Obedience. 


_ HUMILI1TTis the Peculiar Off. 
ſpring of the Bleſſed Goſpel, and the 

righteſt Jewel that adorns it: *Tis 
no where elſe to be found in its true 
Latitude, free from Diſguiſe or Al- 
lay. Man's Vitiated Reaſon has no 
Affinity with it; for their Natures 
are as irreconcilable as Fire and Wa- 
ter. As it helps to free us. from our 
contracted Stains's ſo *tis likewiſe the 
moſt Beautifying Vertue ; fince No. 
thing more becomes us as Dependent 
Creatures, or as Returning Prodigal. 
This brightens the Beams of Faith 
and encreaſes the Fervor of Love: It 
ſuffers us not to tranſgreſs a Decent 
Modeſty under the moſt Proſperous 
Smiles of Heaven; nor to want a 
Submiſſiwe Patience under its ſevereſt 
Frowns. Tis the Root of Gratitude, 
and the Spring of all acceptable Obe- 
dience. It lets us know what we are; 
from whence we are fallen ; to what 
Hopes we are rais d; and what Ac- 
knowledgments are due to the Stu- 
pendious Means of our Recovery. 


SELF. 


Of E vangelic Obedience, | 


SELF-DENIAL is a Vertue 
truly Heroic, and the Nobleſt Con- 


firmation of Humble Gratitude ;where- 
in t he Dignity of Human Nature ap- 
pears to the higheſt Advantage : But 
what-gives it the moſt enhancing or 
rather only Worth, is that Principle 
of Divine Love which imparts the ſe- 
cret Springs of Life, Beauty and Con- 
duct: Otherwiſe tis poſſible for it to 


riſhing Man's inherent Pride and Va- 
nity. A Becoming Senſe of thoſe in- 
expreſſible Benefits confer'd on us hy 
our Bleſſed Savior, who was the grea- 
teſt Inſtance of Self-denial that ever 
ould have been manifeſted to the 
World, will ſuggeſt it as a very Rea- 
{onable. Injun&1on, That we ſhould 
not only ſubdue all Kinds of Vicious 
Inclinations, but lay a Reſtraint on our 
inſatiable Appetites in the Uſe of 
Lawful Things; and alſo readily 


ſubject, upon the clear Directions of | 


an Extraordinary Providence, Life it 
ſelf, with all the Comforts thereof, 


to that Victorious Love which He has 


made the Teſt of following Him a- 
, right. CH4- 


become the Servant of Vice, by che- 


39 


- 
F Th og ou TI <9. Fo I» 73 — — . 1 — ſ ; 


Of - Evangelic Obediente, 


--CHARITY is an Eſſential Part 
of the Divine Image; and the liveli- 
eſt Tranſcript of a Chriſtian, where. 
by He makes the neareſt Advances to- 
wards his Glorious Original. Tis 
deſervedly efteem'd the Higheſt of the 
Evangelic Vertues; becauſe it gives 
an ennobling Value and inimitable 
Luſtre to all the Reſt : As S. Paul 
largely argues, from an impartial Com- 
pariſon with them, in their Natures, 
Conſequents and Duration. For, as 
neither Circumciſion nor Uncircumciſion 
avail any thing, Tithout Such Faith as 
Worketh'by Love's So neither this or 
that Opinion, nor any External Pri- 
vileges, Reputation or Eſteem ; nor 
yet the Internal Habits and Brighteſt 
Ornaments: of the Mind, can-recom- 
mend us to Divine Favour and Ac- 
ceptance ; whilſt we want this Fun- 
damental Principle, which, like Spi- 
ritual Salt, is ſo neceſſary to Seaſon 
the whole Converſat ion. As Men, it 
teaches us to be always Humble, Can- 
did, and compaſſionate in our Thoughts 
and Deportment; forward to Relieve, 
and free from Judging: And as — 
| Hans, 
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ſtians, it calls for the Nobleſt Inſtances 
of Aﬀe&ion and a 2 which our 

Natures are capable even, if need 

be, to the voluntar Hazard of Life 
it ſelf. T was ſo far the Darling Sub- 

ject and moſt Delightful Theme, to 
that Great Builder, of the Gentils 

Church, That in One Nlace He calls 

it The Fulßlling of tha Lato; at ano- 

ther, "The End 9 the Commandment 1 

at a Third, The Boh of Perfoftnefc, 

Ke. And as it procee from a much 

Nobler Spring than the pureſt Affecti- 

ons of Nature; ſo it primarily reſpeds 

the moſt Sacred and amiable Ties of 

a Spiritual Relation %z exerting it ſelf 

with the greateſt Freedom and 2 

towards ſuch as: bear the indell 

Characters of unaffected Piety ; tho 

not without a ready Betefbenee to all 

Mankind. It leaves not the leaſt Room 

for a Rigid or Cenſorious Temper, or 

unkind Conftragions of any Thing 
= whe er a-more- Favourable 

t preſerves a juſt Senſe of 
ry te Divine Patience, F ovencty and 
ty"; * and makes Men unweart- 


y — H For Injuries to their Fel- 
i We tho the Number ſwell 


never 
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never ſo high; 3 to that Su. 
al 220 Unparallel'd Law of j 


ph of our Bleſſed Savior. 


CONTENT MENT in. every 
Condition, is alſo a neceſſary Branch 
of Chriſtian Obedience ; being no leſs 
our Duty, than a Subſtantial Part of 
our preſent Happineſs, It excludes all 


| Murmuring and Repining at the Al. 


lotments of Providence ; all Solicitude 
and anxious Thoug hts about Future 


Events, further — ſuch Precautions 


25 are within the Sphere of Human 
Prudence ; ſuppreſſes all Corrupt, Co- 


vetous, or Ambitious Inclinations, ir- 


regular Paſſions, and inordinate De- 
fires : Lets us know That Tranſitory 
Objects are unſuited to the proper 
Gul of Spiritual Beings, and oftner 
prove Obſtacles than Accommodati- 


ons to our Purſuit of the moſt Sub- 


ſtantial Benefits: That our Real Trea- 
ſure is ſecur'd above the Reach of any 
Temporal Changes: That we ae 3 
— . 4 of the leaſt Mercies en 


and hold them Y no other . 


than the Bounty of Heaven: That a 


little with the Divine Favour and 
Bleſling, 


Of Evangelic Obedience. 
Blefling, is not only ſufficient, but u- 


Us: And that Afflictions, if well im- 
prov'd, have many real Advantages 
attending them; both as they help 
us to make a Right Eſtimate of all 
Earthly Enjoyments, and raiſe our 
Minds into a better Preparation for 
that Glorious Inheritance above. 


RESIGNATION and Subſer- 
vience to the Divine Glory, are like- 


wiſe an Eſſential Part of the Evange- 


lic Covenant ; which implies no lefs 
than the moſt Solemn and intire De- 
dication of our ſelves, including the 
moſt exalted Powers and united Fa- 
culties of our Souls, together with our 
Deareſt Temporal Intereſts, to the Su- 
preme Love and Faithful Service of 
our Great Benefactor; who has pur- 
chagd an abſolute Title thereunto b 
the ineſtimable Price of his own Bl 
Whilſt the Carnal Mind is moſt de- 
lightfully employ'd in making Provi- 
fron for the Fl-ſ 

thereof; 'tis the Chief Care and ſtea- 
dy Endeavour of Such as duely conſi- 


der the Feederal Engagements of Chri- 
ſtianity, 


, to fulfill the Luſts © 


1 


ſually moſt ſafe and convenient for 


94 Of Evangelic Obedience: 
ſtianity, to ſuppreſs all thoſe Exorbi- 
tant and impetuous Deſires which are 
either excited by Worldly Objects, or 

ed from the inherent Pravity of 
ature 3 to ſhine os Lights in the 
World, and 'adorn their Ennobling 
Profeſhon by an agreeable Convyerſa- 
{ation ; putting to Silence the mali- 
cious Cavils of unreaſonable Oppoſers; 
but eſpecially to imitate, as much as 
poſſible, their Great Pattern of Obe- 
dience and Reſignation, in promoting 
the Glory of God, the Intereſt of Re- 
ligion, and the Common Welfare of 


To anticipate the Damnable Do- 
ctrins and Practice of fuch as would 
pervert the Riches of Evangelic Grace 

to a Liberty in Sinning; aud correct 
the unwarrantable Partiality of O- 
thers, who would ſtraiten it too much, 
like the Rigid Phariſees, by their 
Narrow Apprehenſions; Our Bleſſed 
Savior, 1n that memorable Sermon on 
the Mount, and many other Places, 
illuſtrates and enforces, by the livelieſt 
Arguments imaginable , the Purity, 
'Latitude and unalterable Obie 
Jo” 0 


Of Ewangelic Obedience. 
of the Moral Lata, its Harmony with, 
and Subſervience to, the Great Deſign 
of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, in Eſta- 
bliſhing Univerſal Benignity and Love. 
He Firſt frees it from the  Dark'ning, 
and almoſt Ridiculaus; Gloſſes of Pha- 
ri ſaical Interpreters; who were more 
taken up with the Punctilio's of the 
Letter, than the true Scope and In- 
tention. of the Law-giver : And then, 
Deſcanting on the ſeveral Kinds of 
Inhibition, He carries it beyond the 


Groſs Act, or Principal Fountain, to 


all thoſe little Diſtant Springs which 


ſecretly, and too often without” Hu- 


man Cognifance, tend thereunto. On 


the Subje& of Murder, He equally 5 
condemns Raſh Anger and Opprobrious 


Words, which are Deęſign'd to injure 


or ound the Reputatiog. . Laſcivious 


, Glances of the Eye, if they are me- 
ditated and andulg'd, and all ſecret 
Defilement of the Soul with impure 


Thoughts, He cenſures no leſs than 


Actual Pollutien. The Ads of Neigh- 
bour-like Kindnefs and Compaſſion He 


diffuſes to all that partake of the ſame 


Common Nature, aud the Calamities 


incident thereto : Enjoyns Us 10 Love, 


Pray 
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ligion. The Genuine Effects of it are 
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Pray for, and by the Beſt Means en- 
deavour to promote the real Good of, 
Such as undeſervedly injure and im- 
placably hate Us: But above all He 
enforces, from his own unparallel'd 
Example, that God-like Principle of 
Beneficence, together with the moſt 
Affectionate Sympathy, and all other 
Kinds of mutual Endearments, between 
Thoſe who, by the Obedience of Faith, 
are become Fellow-Members of his 
Myſtical Body, and Joynt-Heirs of 


the ſame Glorious H 


CHRISTIANITY therefore is, 
beyond Compariſon, the moſt Excel- 
lent, Perfect and Amiable Inſtitution, 
that ever was or could be manifeſted 
to the World, and moſt truly agree- 
able to the Ancient Dignity of Hu- 
man Nature; in as much as it docs 
not depreſs, dut rectify and exalt on 
à far Nobler Baſis, the obſcure, tho' 
Permanent, Principles of Natural Re- 


Love, Joy, Peace, Gemileneſs, &c. 
ſhining forth with inimitable Bright- 
neſs in the various Parts of a Wel- 


order'd Converſation ; and all happily 
5 re- 


O Evangelic Obedience. 
W-efle&ing a juſt Tribute of-Praiſe to 


Ine immenſe Fountain of Goodneſs 
and Mercy; As it brings Men to 


= 


Reveal d Will; ſo likewiſe of Them- 
ſelves: Which always iſſues in the 
profoundeſt Humility and a Delightful 
Contemplation of his Glorious Attri- 
butes. . Tis the Beſt Expedient to 
ſoften the Roughneſs of Men's Natu- 
ral Tempers ; to change their Auſte- 
rity” into a Becoming Meekneſs and 
Condeſcenſion; remove all the un- 
happy Remora s of Prejudice and Ani- 
moſity ; and inviolably Unite them, 
on the moſt Endearing Principles and 
ſureſt Foundations, in One common 
or inſeparable Intereſt. Did we but 
more ſincerely look at the Eſſence and 


other Means that moſt directly tend to 
the general Good of the Civil Commu- 
nity, than at the Diſtinguiſhing Names 
of Parties and Opinions ; What Beau- 
tiful Scenes might we not yet expect 
to ſee in the World! With what Ad- 
vantage would the general Intereſt of 
the Reformation, and of our Eftabliſh'd 
Church in A” be WG 
an 


the trueſt Knowledg of God and his 


Ends of Religion, together with thoſe. 


„ 
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and advauic'd ; its Sacred Miniſtry due 


'  Withes but Succeſsful Endeavours, 


Suggeſtions as theſe, reprehend the 


in the Body Myſtical, hurries Us be- 


of Euengelic- Obedience. 


ly Honour d, Encourag'd, andawfull 

5901] How eaſily would Vice and 
Prophane neſs, with all other Harbin. 
gers of Atheiſm, appear in their Na. 
tive Colours; branded with x Public 
Odinm, as the greateſt Deformities of 
Human Nature; ang all the Artificial 
Diſguiſe of Envy, Malice and Detrz 
ctiop, vaniſh like the thin Miſts of: 
Morning Cloud! And how heartily 
might we joyn, not only in Pious 


for promoting an Univerſal Happinels 
both as Qhriſtians and Men! 


VaxY juſtly therefore may Such 


ow ing Prejudice and Partiality of the 

reſent Times ; which our Unfriend- 
ly Diſtinctions have both begun and 
hitherto uphappily, Fomented ; to the 
utter Excluſion of all due Regard ei- 
ther ta real Merit or Subſtantial Good- 
neſs, For whilſt the Warmth of mil- 
guided Zeal, like a Feveriſh Fexment 


Tutte juſt Fonds, of + Chriſtin 7 
emper, tis no Wonder if * Fo 
* | * | 00 
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Lok ſome of the moſt Eſſential Du- 
Wics, when they ſeem repugnant to 


dur Private Intereſts, Diforder'd Paſ- 
ions, or Siniſter Aims ; and inſtead 
f lookinz-up to the Nobler Dictates 
f Religion, ſhamefully forfeit all 
Pretenfions to Reaſon and Humanity, 


or the Failings of Others; not with 
a Brotherly Geng to ſpread ' a 
Veil over, but expofe them with the 
higheſt Aggravations; that they may 
the more plauſibly 85 Themſelves 


in far greater Irregularities ! They will 
not 25 to lay open their Wounds 


to the uttermoſt; but then the Oy] - 


md Wine are wanting: They have 
no Defign to Heal, but to render em 
the more incurable ! And that which 
> both the Wonder and Guilt, 
is That all this Animoſity and Cen- 
lure is nat between Chriſtiant and In- 


fidels ; nor yet between Chriſtiang 


of a Different Denomination, Such as 
75 only in the Fundamental Points 


Dodrin and Faith (which is too 


near an Affinity for. admitting ſuch a 


Deportment) but in the conſtant Com- 


munion of the fame Reformed Chutch 


1 (Whaſe 


ow greedily will too many watch 
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(Whoſe Charitable Principles and E 
nobling Latitude ſurpaſs all other N 
tional Churches in the Univerſe) af 
equally pretend to be affected with 
juſt Concern for its Safety, and a N. 
ceſſary Zeal for promoting the Generl 
Intereſt of Religion. As Nothing en 
be fo highly Diſingenuous, and De. 
ſtructive to the Bleſſed Ends of Chr. 
ſtianity, vis, The Glory of God, and 
Salvation of Mens Souls ; or to the 
Neceſſary and Diſcriminating Fruit 
thereof, i. e. Integrity. of Life, in 
Courſe of Regular ieh, and Uniuerſi 
Love to Mankind : So tis of all Things 
the greateſt Obſtacle to a Common 
Temporal Happineſs, and the Favou- 
rable Bleſſings of Heaven; and ought 
to be rank'd among the groſſeſt Enor- 
mities of which Reaſonable Nature 15 
ſuſceptive; juſtly deſerving the high- 
eſt Deteſtation, and altogether unf 


to-accompany Men into the Other 
World, 


T o Share then this pernicious Ex- 
tream and inexcuſable Folly, with- 
out preſuming to fix it intirely on Ei- 
ther Side ; as the moſt Hopeful "ot 


\ 
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or its gradual Diſappearance, if an 
inflexible Rigor has not wholly born 
W down all impartial Conſideration: 
We may ſafely apply S. Paul's Moni- 
Aſſertion, as very oppolite to 
Both — Te have not fo learned Chriſt - 
And indeed the general Current of the 
Evangelic Writings turns quite the 
Other Way. No Vertues are ſo fre- 
uently and pathetically Recommen- 
ed as Gentleneſs, Condeſcenſion and 
mutual Forbearance, from that moſt 
truely Coercive Principle of Charity: 
And even whilſt we can't be fo Hap- 
y as to ſee an Univerſal Harmony in 
mions (which of all Things would 
be moſt valuable) we are oblig'd to 
Endeavour,as the moſt Probable Means 
for effecting it, to Preſerve the Unity of 
the Spirit, in that Sacred and inviola- 
ble Bond of Peace, which 1s not only 
common to the Members of Chriſt's 
Myſtical Body, but the Higheſt Badg 
of their Aſſimilation to Him. S. Peter 
in his Advice to the Scattet' d Saints, 
recommends this Amiable Temper as 
the true Spirit and Genius of Chriſti- 
anity ; and ſtrongly enforces it from 
that Great Example of ynparallel'd 
N25 1 Love 
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Love in the Bleſſed Feſus, who out 
of his immenſe Charity had Humble 

Himſelf to Do and Suffer ſo much on 
their Behalf. And S. Paul, from that 
Glorious Pattern of Humility and his 

own Delightful Practice, often infiſts 
on this moſt weighty and Eſſential 
Point. When He obſerv'd Some to be 
ſo partially buſied in applauding their 
Diſtinct Societies, as to promote Strife, 
Alienation and Cenſorious Diſputes; 
and Others too Fond of joyning the 

Moſaic Rites to that Brighter at1d more 
Spiritual Inſtitution ; He declares it as 
the Principal Scope to which all his 
Endeavours were directed, That they 

might ſteadily Follow thoſe Things 
which tend to Peace and-mutual Edi- 

1 cation. | . e 


2 


77 S1N CE thereforethe genuine Ten- 
dency of the Blefſed Goſpel is to re- 
pair the vaſt Breaches of Human Na- 

ture with unſpeakable Advantage, by 

* giving Birth to a more Excellent Tem- 
- 2 the Happy Eſtabliſhment of 
Paas on Earth 2 Good Will both 
towards and among Men; as the Beſt 

"Qualification for aſcribing Obey of 

A 


Of Evangelic Obedience. 
35d inthe Higheſt, which will be their 
Ultimate Felicity: 'Tis too unhap- 
pily apparent That theſe Deſirable 
Ends have been and are very much 
obſtructed, whilſt Cuſtom, over much 
Curioſity, Prejudice of Education, or 

unreaſonable Partiality, incline Us to 
have a greater Eſteem for any Private 
Sentiments than the Subſtantial Parts 
of Chriſtianity, expreſs'd by Soundneſs 
of Faith, ard Regularity of Life: And 
that the Common Bond of Univerſal 
Diffuſive and truly Chriſtian Charity, 
including a mutual Intercourſe of all 
other Religious Vertues, together with 
the general Duties of Humanity, is 
one of the Beſt Expedients to cure all 
thoſe unhappy Maladies ; to Eſtabliſh 
Peace and Truth in our Borders ; and 
conſequently reſtore the Ancient Beau- 
ty of that Pure Religion, ſo infinitely 
ſurpaſſing all other Enjoyments in the 
World, 
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MoRALIT . 


IN the Higheſt and moſt ſtrict Ac- 

ceptation of the Word, Morality + 
is the Summ of that Pure Original 
Righteouſneſs inſtamp'd on the Human 
Nature; and imports no leſs than a 
Renovation of the Divine Image, or a 


Re- conformity thereunto, by reducing 


the Spiritual Faculties to their Primi- 
tive Rectitude, and a due Exerciſe 
on their proper Objects. This was 
the Perfect and Unchangeable Law of 
Creation, adapted only to the Nature 
of Rational Beings, and Eternally O- 
bliging to every ' Individual, As a- 


mong Theſe, the Omnipotent Creator 
eſtabliſh'd an inſeparable Connexion 


betyeen Nuty and Happineſs So, they 
| Ps being 


— 


being furnſh'd with thoſe Supreme Fa- 
culties the Underſtanding and Will. 
and theſe equally mov d by a Natural 
Propenſion, were truly capable of per- 
ſevering in Both, to the utmoſt Ex. 
tent of Meaſure and Duration. 


" FT n1s conſummate Pitch of Moral 
| Righteouſneſs, which the whole Stock 
of Mankind had abſolutely loſt-in their 
Firſt Repreſentative, , muſt be indeed 
acknowledg'd as inconſiſtent with the 


reſent Degeneracy of their Intellectual 


Faculties: Yet, notwithſtanding ſuch 
De lorable. Deviation from that Holy 
Fink Equitable Rule of Obedience, Ori- 

ginally imprinted on the Mind ; and 

the infinite Condeſcenſion of Divine 

Wiſdom and Grace in making up that 

vaſt Deficiency and inconceivable Lofs 

with the higheſt Advantage ; the ſame 

Morat Obligations remain ind iſpenſa- 

bly annex d to thoſe Glorious Bene- 


fits of Redemption ; and are ſo Ef- 


ſential a Part of that Holy Obedience 
. enjoyn'd under the Bright Diſpenſation 
of the Bleſſed Goſpel, that without a 
ſincere Purſuit of the One, in real 
Deſires and Practical Endeavours, — 
jy 


uſt Claim can be made to the aneſtimas. 
ble Privileges of the, Other. | 


To rs 

Bur this Fundamental Principle 
of Natural Religion, or Moral Recti- 
tude of the Soul and its ſubordinate 
Faculties, which our Bleſſed Savior 
came not to Deſtroy but to recover and 
Fulfill, as a receſſary Help to, or rather 
a Part of, Spiritual Worſhip, having 
been already ſuggeſted in the,precedin 
Chapters ; I thall now. chiefly inſi 
on the Larger and more Vulgar Ac- 
ceptat ion of Morality, as it refers to 
the Orderly Government of the Out- 
ward Converſation: Which, in Summ, 
may amount to thus much, iss. 


* A. Juſt Faith and Amicable De- 
port ment towards all Mankind, 
* through the whole Courſe of our 
Lies; Reſpetting the Various 
* Kinds of Commerce and Neigb- 


% bour-like Offices ; together with . 


© @ Temperate Uſe of Lauful E. 


jenmenta. 


Tap RE is an admirable Harmony 
attending the ſeveral Diſpenſat _ or 
. * ? : e - G 0 


* W — "4 

1 | 
| 
. J 1 
; 


a. 
' God to Mankind, in order to their 


of Morality, 


Preſent and Future Happineſs; whe. 
ther in the Loweſt Degree , by the 


Light and Laws of Nature; or fur. 


ther by the Superaddition ofthe Writ. 


ten Precepts both Moral and Ceremo- 
nal ; Or 


ly by the 1 e Diſ. 
coveries of the Holy Goſpel: All 
which are ſo happily link d together, 


that like remote Lines in the Circum- 
ference, they — int at the 
eſta 


fame Center, i. e. A uration of 


that Pure Heavenly Image which Sin 


had altogether Defac'd. As the Two 


Tables given to Iſrael on Mount Si 


nai, by the extraordinary Condeſcenſi- 
on and Singular Favour of the Al- 
mighty, for a Perfect Rule and Stan- 
dard of their Obedience, were never 
to be divided ; but the Precepts of the 
Second, relating to Man, as our Neigh- 
bor, to be Obſerv'd with the ſame 
Uprightneſs and Alacrity as: thoſe of 
the Firſt towards God: So Chriſtia- 
nity does not only diſcover, in the 


trueſt Light, the Sublime Nature, Ex- 
cellency and Spirituality of Divine 


Adoration, as the peculiar Duty of 


Intelligent Beings, and inſpire us with 


ſuita· 


Of Morality. 
ſuitable Affections for a becoming En- 
gagement therein; but alſo in a ſpe- 
cial manner leads to the Perfection of 
Moral Righteouſneſs, ſo far as is con- 
ſiſtent with the preſent Frailty of Hu- 
man Nature. And whilſt we willing- 

ly deviate from, a& contrary to, or 
endeavour to ſubvert the Latter, our 
Pretences to the Former are deceitful, 
Erroneous and incanſiſtent. 


AND indeed without Recourſe to 
the clearer Teſtimony of Sacred Writ, 


The Foundations of Law and Juſtice 


(as Cicero well obſerves) are ſo inſepa- 
' rably fix'd in Human Nature by the 
Supreme Being, and ſo clearly mani- 
feſted in real Diſtinctions between 
Good and Evil, as à Part of that true 


Reaſon and Divine Knowledg Origi- 


nally inſtamp'd on Man's Conſtituion, 
that they never yet could be wholly 
eras d by ſo long Tract of Time, or 


the moſt Powerful Habits of Vice and 


Impiety. And elſewhere He tells us, 


109 


Cic. de 


Legib. J. 


« + That Natural Reaſon, which is a + 14. 4 
„Divine as well as Human Law, if M . 34 


“it be rightly obey'd, will not ſuffer 


* us to covet Another's Property, nor 


> 


— 
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l incerteaſe our own Fortune by inva- 
„Plato de“ ding our Neighbor's. © PI 
. 1.2 d eſteem'd above all other En- 
“ joyments ſuch à right Temper 
and Diſpoſition of Mind as en- 
gages Men in the! ſteady Practice 
of Unirerſal Juſtice and Equity.“ 
And Pyehagoras among his other Ex- 
cellent Precepts, which carry a Luſtre 
ſomewhat more tan Human, ſtrictly 
requires that © + Juſtice be the Gover- 
“ning Principle in all our Words and 
Actions.“ 


PLAINNESS and Integrity of 
Heart are ſſential Ingredients to the 
true Dignity of Intellectual Beings, 
and the Performance of all Vertuous 
or Laudable Actions. They are the 
Grand Support of Temporal Happi- 
nefs, and the very Life of Orderly 
Converſation. Without them we in- 
cur the moſt Sordid Degeneracy that 
Reaſonable Nature 1s capable of ; and 
are really no better than Painted Pa- 
geeants, ſet off with an Artificial Var- 
nimh, yet at the fame Time wanting 

Life and Soul, and every ng that 
truly beſpeaks an intrinſic _ 
| ence 


0 Morality, 


Hence that Kind of Deceit which is 
cunningly laid and ſmoothly carried on 
under a Diſguiſe of Friendſhip, is Ve- 
ry deſervedly efteem'd the moſt impi- 
ous aud Deteſtable by every Generous 
Mind : And, as 'tis infinitely more 
Dangerous than open Robbery, in as 
much as the injur'd Perſon, ſeeing na 
Ground of Suſpicion, has neither Op- 
portunity at Firſt to ſtand on his Guard, 
nor afterwards, for want of the uſuat 
Proofs in other Sorts of Fraud, to ſeek 
his Redreſs by Law: So, without ad- 
equate Repentance and Reparation, 
'ewill probably make the worſt Pi- 
e in that Diſmal Catalogue trea- 
— in the Aggreſſor's Breaſt, when 
the Supreme Judg Thall impartially ex- 
amine and paſs a Righteous Sentence 
_ all our Actions. *TFis therefore 
— rm Advice of Seneca, 
That we Eber ſo ſtrictly manage 
2 rtment, as if our moſt 

« {ecret Behaviour were always ex- 
open View ; and ſo Regu- 


pos d to 
* late our Thoughts, as if tha World 
culdtꝭ penevrate the very inmoſt Re- 
eeſſes of our Minds.“ And indeed 
if 2 Conſciencious Obſervance 0 ar 

26% ora 


.. 


Of Morality. 
Moral Duties, be both an indelible 
Principle in Natural Religion, Radi- 


cally impreſs d on the Soul of Man; 


if this be alſo an Eſſential Part of the 
Chriſtian ; and thereby ſo ſtrongly en- 
forc'd as to extend to the moſt ſecret 
Springs of all Overt Acts, not leaving 
ſo much as the leaſt Room for any 
Kind of Fraudulent Intentions : Then 
Such as are ſteady in nothing but In- 
conſtancy ; who can ſhift oftner than 
the Wind, and, like Proteus, put on 


every Shape to Deceive; whoſe only 


Governing Principle is Private Inte- 
reſt, back d with all the Sordid Means 
of attaining it; who can boldly can- 
cel the Authority and Obligations of 
the Moral Law, both Natural and 
Reveal'd ; tho? yp it ſelf as unalterable 
as that Supreme . by whom *twas 
enjoyn'd ; may truly claim neareſt Af- 
finity to the Grand Deceiver, but can 
with no Colour of Reaſon make any 
Pretenſions to the Honourable Title, 
either of Chriſtians or Men. 


E aul TY and Juſtice are | thoſe 

ſtrong Pillars whereby the whole lower 

Creation is upheld 3 which 2 
wou 


Of Woraltty. 
would ſoon relapſe into its Original 
Chaos of Diſorder and Confuſion. Tis 
a Principle of Honour interwoven with 
the yery Eſſence or Firſt Conſtitution 
of Rational Beings, as no {mall Part 
of that high Preeminence which they 
Rightfully claim over all the Senſitive 
Creatures: And, tho' never ſo much 
obſcur'd in the Fallen State of Nature, 
its the indiſpenſable Duty of every 
individual Perſon to Retrieve, cherith 
and improve it: Being ſo neceſſary a 

ification, both in an Human and 
Chriſtian Reſpect, that the Want of 
it is ſufficient to over- balance all o- 
ther ſeeming Vertues, and as if they 
were Eternally cancell'd, has an ir- 
refragable Influence on the Determi- 


nation of a Final Rewanl. Thus the 


Almighty and Supreme Being, who 
is held by no other Laws than the Re- 
ctitude of his own Glorious Attributes, 


condeſcends ſo low as to make the moſt 


ſolemn Appeal concerning the Equity 
of his Judgments and Diſpenſat ions to 
Men, Ezek. 18. 25, 29, 30. 


Bur beſide the ſtrict Rules of im- 
maculate Juſtice, we are further o- 
| | blig'd 


114 Of Morality. 
| blig*d to imitate, as far as poſſible, the 
Divine Goodneſs, and Perfections, in 
all Acts of Kindneſs, Compaſſion and 
Beneficence; which are the neceſſary 
and diffuſive Springs of Reciprocal 
Happineſs amongReaſonable Creatures, 
either reſpecting the Greater ¶ Econo- 
mies of Kingdoms, States and Civil 
Societies; or the Leſſer, of particular 
Families, together with the mutual 
"Intercourſe of all Neighbour- like Of- 
fices. Not to repeat what has been al- 
ready hinted, as the Dictates of Chri- 
ſtianity on this Behalf: We are taught 
by the Moral Philoſopbers, and parti- 
Cie. de cularly Cicero, * To love all O- 
184 © thers as our Selves: || * That Men 
- Offic.1. x. © are Born for the Servite of each O- 
Tld-guef, & ther: + That every Man is a 
* Part of theWhole Communit z and, 
* as He can have no Separate Intereſt, 
* owes a Common Duty to the Pub- 
1d. deFi- © lick God. * That Nature it 
#i6.1.3- © ſelf enjoyns Us to be truly Service- 1 
= „ able to as Many as we can: 
Nur b, || That Nothing is Better, more 


#7. 1 “Noble, or Excellent than Goodneſs 8 
If 
C 


+ Id. de © and Beneficence: + And © That 
ogg ad tis Greater and more Honourable 
— to 


« to do Good to all, than to excel 
© in Riches, Gc. 


As to that Part of Moral Juſtice 
which every Man indiſpenſably owes 
to Himſelf ; vis. The Habitual Ex- 
erciſe of general Vertue, Sobriety, 
Temperance, Chaſtity, Government 
of the Paſſions, Diligence in his par- 
ticular Place and Station, Gc. We are 
not only inſtructed by ſuch clear and 
inevitable Divine Exhortations as car- 
ry the Force of Poſitive Commands, 
To live Soberly, Righteouſly and Godly ; 
To be Holy in all manner of Converſa- 
tion; To cleanſe our Selves from all 


Filehineſs of ghe Fleſh an Spirit; To 


flee Touthful Liſts ; To avoid Riotin 


and Drunkenneſs ; To #hſtain from all 
Appearance of Eil; To Follow Peace 


with all Men ; and keep our Selves un- 


ſported from the World; but ſtrongly 


induc'd to the conſtant Practice of 
thoſe Advantageous Vertues by the 
moſt ſenſible Motives of Intereſt as 
well as Duty: Whereas the contrary . 
Vices, which Debaſe Human Nature 
to the loweſt Degree, befide the fre- 
quent uneaſy Thoughts of an After- 

12 reckoning, 
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reckoning, are uſually accompanied 
with no ſmall Degree of Punithmert 


in this World. Tis the moſt Noble 
Proof of a Vertuous Mind, and argues 


an Excellent Proficiency in Goodneſs, 


when Men truly Love and Praife it 
for its own ſake, as moſt ſuited to the 
Dignity of the Reaſonable Soul, and 
infinitely preferable to the Sordid 


Pleaſures of Vice; tho' no Future Re. 


* Cic. de 
Finib. J. 2. 
21. z. 


+ Id. le 
Mic. J. 3. 


wards were annex d to the One, or Pu- 
niſhments to the Other. Yet this is 


no more than we have from that Lear- 


ned Philoſopher and Moraliſt, ſo often 
mention'd. *I'was his Opinion *“ That 
* Virtue would be truly Deſirable from 
its own intrinſic Worth, tho' no Pro- 
fit or 8 accrued to the Pra- 
« ctice of it: And © + That Vicious 
* Habits are ſo great a Stain to Human 


« Nature, and ſo truly Odious in 


= Themſelves, That every Perſon 


L acted by Right Reaſon e. avoid 


< *em, tho' He was ſure they would 
« be alway s conceal'd both from God 
and Men, and had no Future Pu- 
* niſhment entail'd upon them.” Pur- 
ſuant to theſe Worthy Sentiments, 


(1:21 He aſſerts, © || That Oue Day well 


6c * ſpent, 
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« ſpent, according to the Precepts of 

« Vertue, is far more eligible than a 

« Vicious Immortality.” Nor was 
Seneca much inferior to Him, when 

He tells us * That Virtue is. the * Sen- 4: 
« moſt Noble, Exalted, invincible and-(',, 
* indefatigable Habit; whereas Sen- 

„ ſual Pleaſure 1s Debaſing, Servile, 

« Enfeebling, Gc. And Eſpecially 
when, in the higheſt Flights imagi- 
nable, He affirms © + That the Vir- 1 1d. Na. 
* tue to which He himſelf aſpir d was fa. 
* highly Honourable : Not fimply as 

“it was untainted with Evil; but 

© becauſe it Relaxed the Mind, Diſ- 

4 pos'd it for the Knowledg of Hea- 

* venly. Things, and made it meet 
for Communion with God,” © || Py- A. 

+ thagoras forbids all Diſhoneſt and 

* impure Actions, reſpecting Others 
or our Selves. And * Seneca Bay 
* would allow no Man to be truly 
“Great, unleſs He had a real Pro- + Faculta- 
+ penſion to the Exerciſe of Virtue, gen ee. 


 benda Vir- 
tut it. 


Bu T the moſt compleat and admi- 
rable Scheme of a Regular Life, is 
laid down by Phocylides, One of the 
Minar Poets, in his Short but incam- 

13 parable | 


\ 
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parable Pomua N Ine. He * Ex- 


He 
Oe 71 


LOS 


8 ** horts to an awful Reverence of 


* God : To ſpeak Truth at all 
* Times, and abhor Falſhood —— 
Jo give all Men their Due, and be 


© impartial in Judging ; otherwiſe 


* God will judg Us hereafter —— : 
„Not to grow Rich by unjuſt Means, 
but to live on what is truly our 
* own —— : To be content with our 
« Preſent Condition, and not Encroach 
on the Property of Others —: To 
< uſe Juſt Meaſures, and an Equal 
* Balance : Togive the Labourer 
his Hire, and not oppreſs the 
Poor — : To let the Heart and 
* Tongue always agree, and be true 
4 to our Truſt — : To entertain the 
Stranger ; lead the Blind; raiſe up 


_ © Him that is Fallen; ſuccour the 


“ Helpleſs; and, if Wealthy, relieve 
“ liberally the Wants of Others out 
* of what the Divine Bounty has gi- 
« ven. Afterwards : He tells us“ That 
the Earth affords no laſting Abode 
4 for Man — : That Covetouſneſs is 


the Mother of all Miſchief —— : 


«< Fhat we ſhould not be puff'd up 
with Know ledg or Riches —— * — 
2 get ; ; 0-0 cc t ere 
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there is One Wiſe God, Mighty and 
perfectly Bleſſed. Then He adviſes 
to Regulate the Paſſions; Recom- 
4 mends an Emulation of the Beſt 
Examples, and Univerſal Tempe- 
& rance, joyn'd with Induſtrious Acti- 
« -vity; Diſſwades from Envying the 
% Proſverity of Others ; alludes to 
the Order, Harmony and mutual 
Communication between the Sun, 
6% Moon, Earth, Rivers, Sea, Ge. 
and further heightens his Argument 
from the Dignity of the Soul, which 
4 js the Image of God, Govern'd by 
* Him, Immortal, uncapable of De- 
* cay, and Suſceptive of Heavenly 


„ Blifs; whereas the Body, _ 


« Form'd of Earth, ſhall he reſolw 
* into its Original Duſt.”” Many O- 
ther Oſeful Inſtructions might have 
been collected from that Excellent 
Poem; which, in the whole, carries 
ſo Noble a Strain of the Pureſt Mora- 
lity, that tis ſcarce to be equall'd a- 
mong any of the Celebrated Heathen- 
Writers; whoſe more Bulky Perfor- 
mandces, tho' ſet off with very becom- 
ing Arguments in the Recommendation 
of Virtue and Goodneſs, were, for the 
14 moſt 


- moſt Part, ſullied by ſome Kind of 
Vicious Allay. 


EUS EBI US, ſpeaking of Some 
that were moſt Exemplary for the 
Practice of. Religion, Ray of 
Life, and all Kinds of Subſtantial 
Goodneſs, before the Incarnation of 
our Bleſſed Savior, was of the Opinion 
* That they were zy, tho'. not on- 

© wal, Chriſtians : But it's to be feard 
not a Few who now live ſo long after 
it, may be too truly rather ſtyl'd Such 
oyoucl; than i, in Name than in 
Practice. A Vertuous Habit of the 
Mind is {o abſolutely neceſſary to in- 
fluence the whole Life, and Beautify 
every particular Action; to over-ba- 
lance or repel all the Gilded Charms 
of Avarice, Pride, and Self-intereſt, 
with the many ſecret Ways of Fraudu- 
lent Practice ſubſervient thereto ; that 
a Man deſervedly procures the Laſting 
Epithets of Good or Bad, as He appears 
either ſway'd by, or Regardleſs of it. 
And indeed the Defe& hereof is ſuffi- 
cient to tarniſh the very Brighteſt of 
Other Laudable Endowments ; whilſt 
we conſider That to be a Good 9 
lan, 


8 
0 


ny Seaſonable Memente's of that Faith- 
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ſtian, preſuppoſes and inevitably in- 
cludes all the Common Duties of Na- 
tural or Moral Juſtice. | 


T x o a large Stock of Serpentine 
Subtilty, varniſh'd over with Plauſi- 
ble Pretenſions, may be often highly 
ſerviceable to Men's Corrupt Tempo- 
ral Advantage, and the Furtherance 
of their Siniſfer Deſigns ; as alſo to 
ſcreen them from any groſs Public 
Cenſures, whilſt but too really De- 
ſerv'd ; 'twill nevertheleſs afford them 
but Melancholy Reflexions in all the 
Dreaded Intervals of Serious Thought: 
Whereas Every Perſon who has en 


truly govern'd by a Senſe of Honour, 


Religion and Vertue 5 through his 


whole Conduct, both in Reſpect of 


Principles and Ends, can always with 
a. Pleaſing Serenity make that Solemn 
Appeal of the Bleſſed Apoſtle, either 
to Divine Omniſcience or the Cenſo- 
rious World, That with Simplicity and 
Pious Sincerity his whole Converſation 
has been Regulated and Determin d. 
*Tis of the moſtDangerous Conſequence 
to ſtifle or reje& with Indignity,the ma- 


ful 
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ful Monitor lodg d in our Boſoms; 
which He now gives us, for the moſt 
Part, in the Softeſt Accents of an in- 
timate Friend; Since He will not fail 
to Treaſure them up for a much har. 
ſher Addreſs, eſpecially in that general 
Aſſault of a Future Reckoning: And 
then his Voice will be Terrible, like 
a Mighty Peal of Thynder, and all 
the Poyſon'd Arrows of a Full Quiver 
diſcharg'd in his own Vindication, 


How Many, by a Fooliſh Dalliance 


with ſome of the moſt Diminutive 
Vices, which at- Firſt View ſeem'd 
unworthy of Scruple, have given Ground 
to their Subtil Adverſary, till they 


came at laſt to ſwallow his Groſſer 


Baits undiſcern'd ; to the great Hazard 
both of their Preſent Peace, and Fu- 
ture Happineſs! 


Ter Nothing is more common 
than to make an, Eſtimate of Perſons 
and Things according to the Deceit- 


ful View of a preſent Temporal Inte- 


reſt. Hence tis that Such Men as have 
but an uncommon Degree of Natu- 
ral Sharpneſs to over-reach Others 
of leſs Policy and Deſign, or inrich 

1 1 
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themſelves: by innumerable Shifts and 
little Artifices , too refin'd for the 
Penalties of the Lars); are uſually 
counted Brave Fellows., of Admira- 
ble Parts, and fit to Live any where: „K. 
As if that Old * Heathen Precept, _—— 
implanted in Human Nature, and feri, &. 
moſt ſolemnly enforc'd by our Great 
Lawgiver | ſc. To Do the ſame to O- 
thers, which we would haue done to '_ 
our Selves | had been long ago Repeal'd. 
The moſt Looſe and Profligate Perſon, a 
who bids open Defiance to the Dictates 
of Reaſon and Moral Vertue, would 
be ready to think it a very harſ and ; 
injurious Impeachment of his Honour, \ 
if any ſhould preſume to call m Que- | 
ſtion his Chriſtianity ; as alſo the For- 
mal Hypocrite, who amidſt all his 
Fine Flouriſhes, makes no Scruple to 
live in a daily Commiſſion of ſome 

Darling Impiety: And indeed the 
frequent Inhibitions of our Bleſſed 
Savior, to whom all Judgment is re- 
ferr'd, leave not the leaſt Room for 
ſuch Cenſoriouſneſs: Yet too too 
Many, who bear that moſt valuable 
Title, ſeem very often to forget that 
they are Men; whilſt Pride, Cove- 
1728 ccoulſneſe, 
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leſs by Lying or Equivocation: That 


8 urs. 
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touſneſs, Ambition, or other Sordid 
Aims, engage them in mean and un- 
becoming Actions; blind that Noble 
Intelle& which ſhould diſtinguiſh them 
from Irrational Creatures; and, like 


a Reſiſtleſs Torrent, waſh away all Ap- 


prehenſions both of Honour and Duty. 
TAE Negative Part of Moral Ju- 


ſtice requires That we wrong not any 
One willingly in the leaſt Degree, 


whether in his Perſon, Eſtate, Inte- 


reſt, or Reputation: That we take 


no Advantage of another's Ignorance, 


Weakneſs, or Indigence, by fubtil In- 
finuations or pretended Kindneſs, much 


we Covet not our Neighbor's Property, 
neither proſtitute Honour or Conſci- 
ence by entertaining ſo much as Frau- 
dulent Thoughts in any Kind of Com- 
merce, tho upon never ſo great Pro- 
ſpect of Temporal Intereſt: And That 
we ſhgw no Vicious Examples in our 
Selves, nor encourage them in Others, 
whereby Religion, Vertue or Good 
Manners may be either Scandaliz'd, 


or receive any Degree of Detriment in 


their juſt Authority and Eſteem. 5 5 
5 | 5 
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Poſitive Part requires Faithfulneſs to 
our Word and Promiſes ; as SacredO- 
bligations, and altogether beyond the 
Reach of any Diſpenſing Power: An 
open Sincere and undiſguigd Deport- 
ment in our whole Converſation ; more 
eſpecially in all Matters of Traffic 
and mutual Negotiation, which have 
Reſpect to the Public Good: An hear- 
ty Readineſs to perform all Civil or 
Public Duties incident to our Reſpe- 
, Qive Stations, together with the more 
Private good Offices of Neighbourly 
Kindneſs and Beneficence : A Delight- 
ful Care to preſerve and heighten the 
Ties of Special Friendſhip ; andaCom- 
aſſionate Benignity towards all Man- 
ind: Ample Reſtitution in * of 
any known Injuries: Frequent Re- 
volving in our Thoughts the inviola- 
ble Principles of Juſtice, both Natural 
and Reveal'd ; and a ſteady Adherence 
to them as the Guide of our Lite and 
Actions. | 


I xn thoſe Early Annals of Time, 
when Righteous Seth, with his Civi- 
lizd Offspring, had introduc'd the 
Awful Practice of Religion, which be- 


fore 
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fore was ſo long Buried under the Ru- 
ins of that Firſt Apoſtacy, the pure 
Primitive Laws of Reaſon, Equity and 
Beneficence, implanted in Human Na- 
ture, tho very much obſcur d, began 
to ſhine forth again in ſome Degree of 
their intmitable Beauty; and chas'd 
away the Former Clouds of Confuſion, 
Rapine/and Violence, Under his Gen- 
tle and Wel- order d Government, Law 
was happily brought into Precept and 
Practice Pure Religion retriev d and 
encourag'd ; Property ſecur d; and 
Men in all Reſpects conformable to 
the Dictates of Reaſon and Vertue. 
But, after his Death, who had been 
held in fo Great Veneration, all that 
Good Order which He had ſettled in 
the World, became gradually invert- 
ed; and at laſt ſwallow'd up in ſuch 
an abſolute Defection from the Princi- 
ples of Piet and Juſtice, that not the 
leaſt Footſteps of em remain d: Which 
ſued in the Extirpation of that moſt 
Nefarious Race of Mankind. After- 
wards in the Juſt Reign of Noah, Re- 
ligion, Vertue and Equity, with all 
the happy Concomitants, appear d a- 
gain in their Ancient Luſtre: And as 


He 
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He Govern'd the New-born World 
with Juſtice, Mildneſs and Integrity; 
ſo they were not wanting 1n agreea- 
ble Returns of Homage and Obedience, 
without Diſorder or Tumult; enjoy- 
ing their Reſpective Rights in the moſt 
ſettled Peace, Plenty and Security. 
But when Avarice, Ambition, and 


Thirſt of Arbitrary Power Diſplay'd 


themſelves in the Aſpiring Conduct of 
Nimrod; they ſoon uſher' d in Confu- 


fion, Ufurpation and all Kinds of Ho- 


ſtile Violence, with the Loſs of For- 
mex Liberty, and a precarious En- 
joyment of all Common Rights. And 
as theſe are Emphatical Types both of 
the moſt Laudable and Arbitrary Ad- 
miniſtrations of Government ever 
fince ; So they are in a ſpecial Man- 
ner applicable to the Different Tem- 
pers of every individual Perſon, down 

to the loweſt Rank. For, ſo far as 
any Man is not govern'd or influenc'd 
by a Principle of Kindneſs, Humanity 
and Faithfulneſs, at leaſt of Honour, 
Vertue and Equity, 'in all his Actions 
and Deſigns, He will not ſcruple to 


take all Opportunities of Encroaching 


on the Properties of Others ; and 1s 
ö really 


. 
. * 


r 
really no Better than the very Worſt of 
Tyrants in his Meaſure and Capacity. 


I x muſt therefore be acknowledg d, 
or will certainly at laſt be found, in 


Oppoſition to the Current of a very 
Licentious and Diſſolute Age, That 
Sincerity of Heart and Integrity of 
Life are the Great and indiſpenſable 
Ornaments of Human Nature; by 
which tis rais d in no ſmall Degree 
from the Old Rubbiſh of its Fallen 
State, Cultivated, Poliſh'd and ad- 
vanc'd towards its Central Happineſs 
and Bleſſed Origin, the Divine Being. 
Hereby the Public Peace, Order and 
Harmony of the World, next to the 
admirable Care of a Supreme Provi- 
dence, are Eminently ſuſtain d; and 
without theſe Ennobling Qualificati- 
ons, all Human Acts, whether Civil 
or Religious, appear not only Vain, 
inſipid and Deceitful , but altogether 
unbecoming Rational Creatures. In 
Summ; *tis what Nature it ſelf tea- 
ches, and carefully provides for, as 
well by her Univerſal Laws as the 
Municipal of each Civil Conſtitution ; 
the Special Dictates of Heaven, in 


thoſe | 
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thoſe ſtanding Tables of the Moſaic 
Diſpenſation, ſtrictly enjoyn; and 
Chriſtianity, in the whole Scope of its 
ineſtimable Precepts, above all enforces 
with, the Brighteſt Illuſtrat ion and Au- 
thority : So that if all Perſons did but 
truly endeavour to ſquare their Lives 
according to thoſe Excellent Rules; 
there would be no Oppreſſion, Injuſtice 
or Violence; no Kinds of Fraud, Trea- 
chery or Diſſimulation ; no Animoſi- 
ties, Diviſions or Contentions in the 
World. | 


3 O F 
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ATHEISM, 


HAT ſuch a Monſtrous De- 

L formity as Speculative Atheiſm, 
an Opinion ſo "inconſiſtent in it felf, 
ſo groſsly impious and abſurd That it 
can have no Solid Foundation in Na- 
ture, being a manifeſt Violence to the 
Dictates of Reaſon, and an open Hoſ- 
tility againſt the Divine Omnipotence, 
ſhould not only be named, but in any 
Degree found among Thoſe that have 
not quitted all Pretenſions to the Ti- 
tle of Rational Creatures; is indeed 
moſt highly aſtoniſhing: And That any 
of Thoſe who have been early Seaſon'd 
with a Firm Belief of the Supreme Be- 
ing, and his incomprchenſible Attri- 
butes, Gloriouſly diſplay d through 
7 K 2 the 
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the Bleſſed Medium of Reconciliation, 
ſhould not only dare to trample on, def. 
piſe, or negle& thoſe Righteous Laws 
and Holy Rules of Practical Obedience 
which He has enjoyn'd them, bur in 
ſome Reſpects outvie the Former in ſuch 
Diſſolute Courſes as are Diametrically 
oppoſite to their acknowledg d Princi- 
les ; is altogether as irreconcil able to 
eaſon, and equally Dangerous in the 
Event. From what has been already 
urg'd in the preceding Chapters, it 
evidently appears That neither the 
want of Knowing Better, nor.of ſuit- 
able Means for 1mproving that Know- 
ledg, can ever be pleaded by any indi- 
vidual Perſon as an Excuſe for either 
of theſe Tremendous Inſtances of the 
moſt unaccountable Folly : Whilſt the 
Former Sort are ſo wilfully Stupid as 
to reject the ri and the Latter 
the moſt Effectual Aids of Divine Reve- 
lation ; and Both alike, by a pernici- 
ous Agreement, wholly bear down 
thoſe Remains of Natural Religion 
implanted in the Heart. 


CO _- NEO, een maid ACEOSE-CR 


Y = T this Unhappy Conqueſt is ve- 
ry ſeldom ſo compleat, but we” the 
8 | mo- 
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mother d Sparks of that tupuley mop, Þ 
or Divine Impreſs on the Reaſonable 
Soul, will be often endeavouring to 
break forth, and ſhew the Obſtinate 
Wanderer his wretched Miſtake ; what 
Omnipotent Goodneſs He ſpurns a- 
ainſt ;. and what will be the Dread- 
Iſſue without a Timely Retreat: 
So that to make upa Confirm'd Atherft, 
there muſt be a continued Series of the 
moſt reſolute Oppoſition to all Specu- 
lative Knowledg, Sound Reaſon, Con- 
ſcience, Conſiderat ion, and all Degrees 
of Moral Vertue, with whatſoever elſe 
illuſtrates the true Dignity of Human 
Nature. Therefore Plato was of O. 
pinion © That no Man ever perſiſted Plato de 
* Diſowning a Deity, from his firſt 74% 
« Maturity of Thought to Old Age.“ 


4 * 


THE Acknowledgment of One Su- 
preme, Eternal, Self-Exiſtent, per- 
fectly Wiſe and Glorious Being, as the 
Omnipotent Creator, Gracious Preſer- 
ver, Soveraign Ruler, Firſt Cauſe, and 
Ultimate End of all Things; with 

the neceſſary Conſequence of ſuch 
Moral Duties as are peculiar to Rea- 
ſonable Creatures, viz. Humility, De- 
K 3 pendance, 
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petidatice, Awful Fear, Praiſes Ado- 


ration, Cc. is ſo far from being the 


ſpecial Product of Later Times, tho 
eminently heighten d by the Bright 
Diſcoveries of the Goſpel-Diſpenſati- 
on, that *tis the Firſt or Fundamental 
Leſſon of Nature, whenſcever it be- 
gins to make any true Step towards 
its Recovery ; and bears almoſt even 
Dite with the World it ſelf : Neither 
was it ever confin d to any particular 
Nation ; but has been in ſome Degree, 
in all Ages, . diffugd through every 
Part of the World : As the moſt Faith- 
ful Hiſtorians and accurate Travellers 
of unſuſpected Integrity, have unani- 
mouſly averd. None of them could 
ever yet in the Remoteſt Countries 


out- travel the Notion ofa Deity ; nor 


the Exerciſe of ſome Kind of Worſhip, 
Sacrifice, &c. as the Reſult thereof. 
Indeed among the moſt Savage and 
unpoliſh'd People, thoſe Apprehenſions 
have been leſs clear, and accompanied 


with ſome wild Extravagancies intheir 


imaginary Devotion: But among the 


more Civiliz d, inquiſitive and Thinkin 
Part of Mankind, tho? unacquaint 


with the Extraordinary Bleſſing of Di- 


VINE 
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vine Revelation, there has not been 
wanting Some in all Ages who have 
given very full and Exemplary Proof 
of that Great Efſential Principle in 
Natural Religion. What therefore 
appears ſo Radically implanted in Na- 
ture it ſelf, and cau ſo juſtly ' plead 
the earlieſt Antiquity, the moſt unin- 
terrupted Deſcent, and the moſt Unj- - 
verſal Suffrage of Mankind; ought 

with thegreateſt Reaſon to be acknow-- 
leg' d as a certain Fundamental and 
uncontrovertible Truth: Since there 
can be no more powerfully convinci 

Evidence of a Deity; antecedent to f 
Created Beings, than that which is ſo 
legibly written in every Man's Heart. 


B u x not to inſiſt peremptorily on 
what Plato with good Ræaſon thought 
probable, 7. . That all Mankind ſoo- 
ner or later have ſome ſenſible and ſa- 
tisfactory Apprehenſions of à Divine 
Being: And ſuppoſing that there may 
have been, or yet be, Some few Excep- 
tions from that General Rule ; Some 
Men ſo egregiouſly harden'd in their 
Stupidity, as never to have had any 
Diſcernible Impreſſions of Conſcience, 
. K 4 " BY 


136 


' Of Abbe, 


or Awful Belief of a Deity through- 


out the whole Courſe of their Lives: 
Yet this preternatural Stupor would 
no more be a Reaſonable Proof 
That Conſcience is not a general Di- 
vine Gift, and Subſtantial Witneſs of 
a Supreme Being, implanted in Human 
Nature; than either the congenite 
Want of Reaſon in Ideots, or the pro- 
digious Sottiſhneſsor Diſtracting Fren- 
N which accidentally deſtroys that 

oble Qualification in Some Others, 
can be a fair Argument to prove that 


EKeaſon is not a Common or General 


Principle in Men. Tis on very good 
Grounds therefore that the Holy Pfal- 
miſt pronounces that Man a Fool, i. e. 
Defective or Diſtemper'd in his Rea- 
ſon, who ſays in his Heart, or enter- 
tains the leaſt Imagination That there 
is no God And the Learned Triſme- 
giſtus Defines Atheiſm to be © The 
+ higheſt or moſt Fatal Diſtemper of 
* the Reaſonable Soul. 1 


Ir there be any Perſons then, who 
yet retain in other Things the Exer- 
ciſe of Reaſon, and can be ſo through- 
ly harden'd as to fink down into this 

Abyſs 
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Abyſs of Impiety (For a long con firm'd 
and unſhaken Degree' of Speculative 
Atheiſm is almoſt incredible ) they 
herein out-brave the Rebellious Wic- 
kedneſs of the Infernal Spirits; who 
in their moſt avow'd Enmity to the 
Soveraign Will and Glorious Deſigns 
of God, were never able to reach that 
moſt inconſiſtent and horrible Pitch of 
Madneſs to Diſown his Being ; but, 
on the contrary, Tremble at the ine- 
vitable Belief of it. For tho? Hell is 
| con lly acknowledg'd both as the 
ountain and Receptacle of all Wic- 
kedneſs ; yet ſo Great a Monſter as 
Speculative Atheiſm never was or will 
be found there. How anfzingly-hor- 
rible then is it That any Thing of this 
Nature ſhould appear on Earth; and 
eſpecially in thoſe Parts of it which 
have been eminently Favour'd with the 
Meridian Light of Divine Revelation ! 
That Such as have not only the Ho- 
nour to be rank'd among Human Crea- 
tures, but the moſt ſolemn Invitations 
and Encouragement, together with the 
moſt Efficacious Means, for cultivating 
and improving both the higheſt and 
moſt intimate Alliance with Heaven 
it 
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it ſelf, can arrive at this more than 


Deviliſh Height of Infatuation, vis, 
To think it a Fine Improvement in 
Wit, Learning and Reaſon when they 
can form any ſtrain d Arguments for 
exploding the Belief of a Deity; Or 
a true Piece of Gallantry and Great- 
neſs of Mind, to Live above the Fear 
thereof | 


Wour s Men bot allow Them- 
to argue fairly, according to the pro- 
Dictates of Reaſon and Philoſophy, 
m the Effects to the Cauſe; that 


admirable Beauty, Order and Con- 


nexion which W evidently appears be- 
tween alf e cynſtituent Parts of Cre- 
ation and Prowdence, would neceſſa- 
rily dirett them to aſcend, as by a ſure 
Climax, to an Awful Acknowledgment 
of the Supreme Being ; and become 
more than a Mathematical Proof to 
thoſe of the moſt curious, tho' ſevere, 


Speculations. To inſtance in a very 


Few. Can any Man indulge ſo much 
as an Atheiſtical Thought, who due- 
ly conſiders the incomparable Suſpen- 
— of this vaſt Globe of Earth for ſo 


many Thouſand Years , whilſt envi- 


ron'd 


CD LL LANDS. 
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ron'd with Waters ; the continu'd Flux 
and Reflux of the Sea, fo carefully 
circumſerib d and Regulated by its own 
peculiar Laws ; the conſtant Motions 
and happy Influence of the Sun and 
Moon, with all the Inferior Lumina- 
ries, in their excellent Order and 
Beauty; the Alternations of Day and 
Night, and of the Annual Seaſons ; 
the Elaſtic Quality of the Air, and its 
neceſſary Purgation by Thunder, Light- 
ning and Winds ; the Propagation of 
Animal and Vegetative Creatures in 
their diſtin Species; rhe evident 
Marks of Divine Autherity in the beſt 
Forms of Human Government, both 
Religious and Civil ; «th@gUmiralble 
Structure of our Bodies, in the exact 
Symmetry and mutual Good Offices of 
their numerous Parts; the happy Tem- 
perament and concurring Henefits of 
the various Fluids ; the Orderly Di- 
ſtribution and impulſive Energy of the 
moſt exquiſitely Fine and impercepti- 
ble Spirits ; and all happily contribu- 
ting to Feed and cheriſh the tender 
Lamp of Liſe? But eſpecially if He 
duely ponders the more Sublime and 
Capacious Part of Man, which m_ 
the 
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the neareſt Reſemblance of his Al. 


mighty Creator: From the Immenſity 


of its Thoughts; the boundleſs Extent 


of its Deſires; the Vaſtneſs of its Ca- 
pacity, in Thinking, Contriving, Ex- 
amining, Conſidering, Arguing, Diſ- 
puting, Comprehending what is paſt, 
preſent and to come, Forming Idea“ 
of inviſible Things, and reaching after 
more adequate Objects than the whole 
Creation affords; What Inference can 
be ſo clear and Genuine, as That there 
is One, only Perfect, moſt Glorious, and 
Infinite Being, the immenſe Fountain 
of Life, Wiſdom, Power and Good- 


neſs, who is every Way ſufficient to 


fill and ſatisfy its moſt enlarged De- 
fires? For if Man be really endued 
with a Natural Capacity of Defiring 
and Enjoying a Greater Good than 
what is merely ſuited to his Corporeal 
or Senſitive Part; 'tis highly Rea- 
ſonable to conclude both That there 
is ſuch a Supreme Good, and That 
this Deſirable Object, ſo adequate to 
the Intellectual Faculties, is attaina- 
ble: Otherwiſe there would be a Kind 
of Vacuity or Defect in the conſum- 
mate Works of Creation. 


To 
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To what End ſhould the Soul bring 


with it thoſe innate Impreſſions of a 
Deity into the World ? Or why ſhould 
it at any Time, when freeſt from the 
Clogs of Fleſh, exert it ſelf in the moſt 
evident Divine Inclinations, in ſtron 
and ſenſible Propenſions, or Pious Af- 
pirations towards an Unſeen Felicity; 
1f there were no Reſerve of Endleſs 
* Pleaſures or Fulneſs of Foy in the Glo- 
rious Preſence and at the Right Hand 
of Him who is the Unchangeable Au- 
thor of its Being? To what Purpoſe 
ſhould it derive its Origin from an 
immediate Divine Inſpiratlon; and 
not out of the ſame Senſit ive Spirits 
which form'd the Animal Souls of 
Beaſts, Fowles, Fiſhes, &c. if, like 
theirs, *twere only deſign'd to actuate 
the Sluggiſh Organs for a very ſhort 
Time, and then return ta Corruption? 
And why ſhould it be rais'd to a Sub- 
limer Pitch, by the moſt powerfully 
affecting and inſuperable Impreſſions | 
of Immortality (of which we have in- 
numerable Teſtimonies in the Writings 
of Moral Philoſophers) : Or what Ad- 
yantage could accrue from its ſurvi- 
ving 
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ving the corruptible Body ; if there 
were not an Eternal Being, whoſe im- 
menſe Perfections and communicable 
Attributes are abundantly ſuited to the 
utmoſt Extent of its Defires and Ca- 
pacity? Of what Uſe could thoſe in- 
genite Notions of Good and Evil, of 
Vertue and Vice, of Rewards aud Pu- 


niſſiments, which are inſeparable from 


a Rational Soul (as is evident in many 
of the uncultivated Heathens)- be rea- 
ſonably thought: Or how ſhould we 
reconcile the different Diſpenſations 
of Providence in this World; if there 
were not a Supreme Tribunal, and an 
Infallible Omnipotent Judg, who will 
moſt certainly paſs a Righteous Sen- 


tence on all Perſons and Actions? In 


the Darkneſs of Gentiliſm, we find 
ſome obſcure Conceptions of this Na- 
ture. They had their Notions of an 
Hyſium, or State of Bleſſedneſs; Of 
Pluto, Minos, Rhadamanthus, Proſer- 
pine, the Furie, Cerberus, & c, | The 
Diſpenſers and Executioners of Infer- 
nal Juſtice ] together with particular 
Examples, as Sy/phus, Ixion, Tanta- 


tus, Oc. That Juſtice, Benignity, 


Temperance and all Kinds of Moral 


Ver- 
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Of Atheiſm. 
Vertue appear infinitely more amiable 
than Diſhoneſt, Sordid or Vicious Pra- 


ctices, to every unbyaſs'd Mind, when 


Reaſon has reſum'd its proper Sove- 
raignty over the Diſorder d Paſſions; is 
no mean Argument That the Soul is of 
Hetvenly Extract, and not only de- 


riv'd its Being from an inexhauſtible 


Fountain of Goodneſs, but ſtill re- 
ns ſome indelible Characters of its 
. Blefled Original. But nothing in Na- 
ture can be ſo abſurd, fo inconſiſtent 
with Reaſon, and repugnant to the U- 
niverſal Acknowledgments of Man- 
kind, as thoſe ſorry and Ridiculous 
Conceptions of Modern Atheifts, of 
a Methanic Soul; either wholly con- 
fiſting of, or actuated by, Matter and 
Motion. Before ſuch wretched Stuff 
can go doun with em, they muſt for- 
cibly ſtifle the Dictates of Nature 

which, if fairly trac'd, would teach 
them much Nobler Sentiments: Ac- 
cording to that Aſſertion of Tbeodo- 
ret * That Men are firſt taught Di- 


il N * Tom.2. | 
* vinity by the Light of Nature 3; lib. den | 
and then 'tis Recti fied, heighren'd gels. page ö 
* and contirmd to them by the Holy © * 
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WII any be ſo extreamly Scepti- 
Thing, or 
at heſt Believe Nothing but what they 
have a clear Evidence of from their 
Exterior Senſes? Then they have no 


ſuch Proof of thoſe more Noble Im- 
material Beings which they bear about 


them: Yet *twould be highly unrea- 
ſonable and Diſingenuous, from ſuch 
2 Caprichio, to Deny their Exiſtence; 
which is ſo unqueſtionably apparent 
from thoſe peculiar Operations which 
they continually exert. Or if ſome 
Few ſhould be ſo groſsly harden'd as 
to' ſtagger at the Belief of theſe alſo 
(any further than their Whimſical 


Mechanic Invention) tho' ſo evident- 


ly Beautified with a Ray of the Di- 
vine Likeneſs : To what lower Prin- 
ciple can they, with any colour of 
Reaſon, aſcribe their inſeparable Pro- 

ies, the Undtrſtanding, Will, Af- 
Laion, Memory, Conſcience, &c. 


which can ſo ealily Ruminate, Re- 


collect, chooſe, refuſe, traverſe the 
whole World in a Moment, and aw- 
fully reprove the moſt ſecret Irregu- 


 larities, tho impenetrable by any but 


the 
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the Omniſcient Eye of Heaven? Na- 
tural Philoſophy affords us many Uſe- 


ſul Diſcoveries by way of NOT, 


Conſequence ; which we nevertheleſs 
eſteem equally certain with thoſe that 


admit of the cleareſt Ocular Demon-. 


ſtration. The Circular Motion of the 


Blood, by a ſtrong continued Expul- 


ſion from the Left Ventricle of the 
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Heart into the Great and Leſſer Ar- 


teries, till return'd by the Smaller Veins 
into the Greater, and at laſt immedi- 
ately pour'd from the Vena Cava into 
the Right Ventricle ; 1s, from the moſt 
clear and invincible Arguments, eſta- 
bliſh'd as a Fundamental and unaltera- 
ble Principle in the Syſtem of Anato. 

my, and no leſs certain than the clea- 
reſt Propoſition in Euclid ; notwith- 
ſtanding the late Attempt of a con- 
ceited Author, without any Solid Rea- 
ſon or Argument, to impugn it. The 
Volatile Nitre of the Air, which 'is 


He Neceſſary Medium of Life and 


Sounds, is imperceptible by the moſt 
curious Inſpection we can make: And 
* we have ſuch clear and undeniable 

roofs of its Reality, Uſefulneſs, or 


rather abſolute Neceſſity, as leave not 
L 8 
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Of Atheiſm. 
the leaſt Room for Doubting. In the 
Metaphyſical, or more ſublime, Part 
of Philoſophy, Men are content to 
ſearch out Cauſes from their Effects: 
And more eſpecially ought they to do 
ſo in their Enquiries into this Firſt 
Principle of Nature, the Being of God 

(which every Flower, Herb or Spire 
of Graſs do ſo ſtrongly ſuggeſt) tho 
there had been no clearer Conduct of 
Divine Revelation to enforce and ex- 


plain it. 


AMONG the many Remote Cauſes 
which may be aſſign'd for this Extra- 
vagant, and too often incurable, Fren- 

y of the Soul, Theſe ſeem to be the 


moſt Obvious, viz. 


I. Indulging the innate Pride of the 
Heart. This Deadly Poyſon, deriv'd 
from the Old Serpent, which caus d 
the Firſt Separation of Man from the 
Divine Preſence and Favour, has al- 
woas been the greateſt Obſtacle to his 
Recovery, Hereby Men are moſt ea- 
ſily brought to forget Themſelves, 
and conſequently the Glorious Author 
of their Being, and the F un; of 7 
. their | 


, of 0 NN BER 
their Benefits „which is a very Dan- 
x ky Step towards Denying Miet 


. Hay £90 wo Thoughts © 
ral Vertue my Goodneſs. 1 127 Me 
has been One of the V OS of 
Satanical Policy (which, conſiſts chief- 
ly in LOTS to Darken the genuine 
Luſtre and Beauty of Religion, and 
thereby expoſe it the more aſi ily. to 
Contempt: As if to be Orthodox in 
mere empty Ratio would atone for 
the greateſt Latitude in Immortality ; 
and he allow d as a fur 17 Tek of Evan- 
Cue Obedience, bill the Mind and 
onſcience are de efil'd by nne {hs 
Armuh, in Unrighteouſneſs. 


II. — the S and | 

21 of Reaſan; as a ſufficient Guide 
ö ivine as well as Temporal Mat- 
ters. How Uſeful ſoever this may be 
in Other ulations, the moſt Sub- 
lime and Eſſential Doctrins of Chriſti- 
anity, lying ſo far above its Reach, 
have uſuall) in all Times and Placas 
recei vd the ſevereſt Treatment and 
Oppoſition therefrom 3 and ſo much 


. more as Men have been, in this 
1 * Re- 
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Reſpect, eminently Qualified. That 


the Death of Chtiſt, for and on the 


Behalf of Others, ſhould be the only 


Gate of Immortality; the Cxoſs, the 


— 


true Way to an incorruptible Crown; 


the Divine Nature become Incarnate ; 


and Juſti ficatiqn alone obtain'd through 


the Righteouſneſs and Merits of à Re- 


. deemer ; are Points that ſurpaſs all Me- 
taphyfical Solution, and would never 


et go down with the Wiſdom of this 
World. Hence too too many, whilſt 
n enen to the moſt Refin d Rea- 


ſon, have audaciouſly undermin'd the 
Authority of the Holy Scriptures, till 


they came to queſtion, and at laſt 
wholly diſown the Spirituality or E- 
ternity of the Soul, and all ſound Ap- 


preheuſions of the Divine Being. 


IV. An affected Scepticiſm; ariſing 
from the Diverſity of Opinions about 
Religion. Tis not improbable that 
Some Men, of very Superficial Thoughts 
but Deep Prejudice, when they obſerve 
the great Variety of Judgments, un- 
happy Conteſts, and uncharitable Re- 
flections on account of the leſs Sub- 
ſtantial Parts of Religion, may be tfence 

induc'd 
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induc'd to Queſtion whether there be 
any ſuch Thing in Reality ; and fo, 
from Doubting (as all Apoſtafie is 
Gradual ) of what carries the cleareſt 
Proof to an unprejudic'd Mind, be- 
come wholly unable to ſettle in any 
Opinion; till at laſt, unwarily falling 
in with the worſt Examples, they fink 
down into a Profeſs d Infidelity. 


V. The general Decay of Serious or 
Practical Piety. To Obſerve | how 
little Subſtantial Goodneſs and awful . 
Senſe of Religion, how little Regard 
to the Name, Honour and Laws of 
God, are to be found among a very 
great Part of Mankind, in the whole 
Courſe of their outward Converſation, 
notwithſtanding their general Claim to 
the Common Privileges of Chriftiani- 
ty; is not only very Deplorable' in 
it ſelf but with Such as are of a Cap- 
tious Diſpoſition, and not really poſ- 
ſeſsd with Sincere Aims and Deſires 
to promote it in Practice, may be and 
too often is unhappily improv'd, by 
the Grand Deceiver, to the extraordi- 
nary Detriment of Religion and Propa- 
gation of Atheiſm, And this fingle 
': a L 3 Conti: 
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" 5 C nlideration 1 — 1d be ak ve Power- 


ful Motive to Ornamental Piety with 
all that are N Serious in what fy 
h 7 


pocrily ; or * * a pal 
MG of n len from Mean, 


Siniſter and Worldly Ends. It muſt 
be indeed ikea That Nothing 


1s more inconſiſtent with Right Rea- 


ſon, and the Dignity of Human Na- 
ture, than to cover Diſſimulation with 
an Artificial . OE ; eſpecially in 
Matters of the eſt importance. 
Neither does any Thing reflect a grea- 
ter Scandal on the Strait Ways o of Re- 
ligion and Vertye, or more. directly 
tend to confirm its avow*d þ > — 0 
Ye y, their Han lac ul * 
Ppo ition, an - 
ſtances of Pious Deceit. Yet, = Fa 
are very rare, in Compariſon with 
Others who apf ar truly govern'd by 
Nobler Principles ; To they are ve 
far from extenuating the Guilt of Su 


as graſpatall Opportunities to Defame 


the 8 Sacred Things. „ 901 
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VIL The Orderly Cf and Efica: 


cy of Second Cauſes. As. there, are, 


Some Venemous Inſects which wil 
turn- all the wholſom Moiſture that 
they draw from the moſt Delicious 
Flowers, to the heightening of their 
own Natural Virulence : So theſe viſt- 
ble Footſteps of infinite Wiſdom, 
which to a Mind rightly diſpos'd are 
no ſinall Helps to taiſeut into a Con- 
templative Admiration of the Firſt 
Mover, who directs, influences. or ſu. 
perſedes all inferior Cauſes, both Na- 
tural and Voluntary, to anſwer the 
Great Deſigns of his Providence; are 
ſometimes, to Men of a perverſe Judg-' 
ment aud Will, through Diabolical 
Suggeſtion, made Arguments to evade 
a Religious Acknowledgment of his 
romgententible Being and Attri- 
Utes. 


VIII. The Unequal Diſtributians of 
Providence in this World ;, reſpecting 
the Rewards of Vertue, and Puniſh- 
ment of Vice. Tis indeed very ſtrange 
That this, which to a Pious Conſide- 
derer bears a quite contrary Turn, and 


L 4 ſtrongly 


15. 


p55? 
ſtrongly ſuggeſts the Belief of a Deity 
and | Righteous Judgment to come, 
ſhould in any wiſe admit of an A- 
theiſtical Interpretation, Yet ſo it has 


been: and ſome of the few Inſtances 


we have of Speculative Atheiſm in 
Ancient Hiſtory, aroſe from ſuch un- 
reaſonable Offence taken at the ſeem- 
ing Inequality or Delay of Vindictive 
Providence. But if Men can't ſee Di- 
vine Juſtice, Goodneſs or Wiſdom in 
' theſe obſcure Diſpenſations ; is not a 
general Belief of thoſe inſeparable Per- 

Ron and the inſufficiency of Hu- 
man Wiſdom to comprehend their un- 
traceable Depth , infinitely more be- 
coming than to conclude with an in- 
fatuating Raſhneſs That there is no 


_ . Supreme Governour of the World? 


Very Excellent Reaſons might be aſ- 
fign d for the Delay of Puniſhment to 

Wicked Men, and the Temporary Af- 
flictions of the Righteous, highly con- 
ſiſtent with thoſe Glorious Attributes 
which we acknowledg: But a com- 
pleat Solution of theſe Svorinla of Di- 


vine Providence, is reſerv'd for the 


unſhaded Light of the Other World. 
Juvenal obſerv'd Some in his 3 
dome 1 


"Sk 
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in and thought there was no Superior jc OW 

5 Frovidence preſided over the Ordi- — Ji 


that ** aſcrib'd all Events to Fortune; Sun 


Fortune 


4 nary, Courſe of Nature.” And twere zum, Ge. 


to be heartily wiſh'd That this Old oe 
Heatheniſh Doctrin did not ſuit the 

Taſt of many Moderns. But Pyrhago- 

ras, as repreſented by Famblicus, was 

far more Orthodox ; having learn'd 

* + That all Things are Order'd and Þ Jambl. 
* Diſpens'd from above; and however 

they may ſeem to Us, do really pro- 32. 
Ceed from the Beneficence and un- 

e erring Conduct of the Supreme Be- 

« ing.” Herein alſo Socrates, Plato, 

Epiftetus, Plutarch, Cicero, Seneca, 
and the reſt of the Grave Moral Phi- 
loſophers, unanimouſly agreed. | 


IX. An Unbounded Love of Senſual 
Pleaſures. When the Nobler Di&ates 
of Reaſon and Vertue are violent] 

born down, and Men become wholly 
immers'd in the Life of Senſe, or (ac- 
cording to the Scripture Character of 
the Laſt Times) Lovers of Pleaſure, 
more than Lovers of God; it's no Won- 
der if they not only loſe the true Guſt 
of Contemplating on inviſible Objects, 
15208 1 and 
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| and thoſe more Subſtantial Enjoyments th 
in Reverſion, but come at laſt to que- | 

ſtion or ſuſpe& the Certainty of their 
Exiſtence. Thus Multitudes, with 
an aſtoniſhing Bravery, as they account 
it, forcibly ſmother thoſe Friendly 

Touches of the Natural Conſcience, 


and Subſtantial Goodneſs , they will 
not ſtick to Ridicule and- oppoſe thoſe 
amiable Habits in all Others ; and 
are 


and innate Notions of a Deity, which, of 
if adher'd to, would help to obviate 5 
their wandering Steps ; till at laſt theſe * 
abus d Aids become either wholly ex- te 
tinct, or at beſt unactive, like a Spark Ic 

* cover'd with Aſhes, which can give | 
neither Light nor Heat. This is no 2 
better than Practical Atheiſm, how fa- 7 
vourably ſoever many, who are call'd 8 
Chriſtians, may be ready to think of it, f. 
and in ſome Reſpects Superior to Spe- x 
culative, both in Guilt and Puniſhment, t 
if Finally perſiſted in. For when Men } 
have thus wholly abandon'd themſelves t 
to the Dictates of Senſe, and are given 3 
up (as S. Paul expreſſes it) to vile Af- J 
fections, having bid Defiance to Rea- 
ſon and Vertue, to the Fear and Love 7 
of God, to all Eſteem of Religion 


Of: Atheiſm, 
are conſequently in N to 
that Laſt and moſt Fatal Cauſe of ir- 
recoverable Atheiſm, vis. ap 


X. Judicial Hardneſs. of Heart. 
The Holy One of Iſrael will not always 
bear with the Reproachful Indignities 
of Wretched Worms. If a long Series 
of his Goodneſs and Forbearance, of 
his Warnings, Sollicitations, Mercies 
and Judgments, will not prevail to ſof- 
ten them; if they will chooſe to wal- 
low in all Filthinefs and Impiety ; wil 
proceed to Blaſpheme his Name, an 
trample on his Honour in the moſt 
Tender Points, by Affronting Religi- 
on, Aſperſing its Righteous Ways, Vili- 
fying bis Sacred Word, Inſtitutions and 
Worſhip ; He will at Laſt give them up 
to their own Deluſions, that they may 
be Filthy fif, and ſettled in the Na- 
tural Obduracy or Impenitence of their 


own Hearts: Which is the heavieſt 


Judgment, on this fide Hell, that can 


poſſibly be inflicted on Reaſonable 


Creatures, Nor can the Severity of 


Such Proceedings in any meaſure De- 
ate from his general Goedneſs and 
Mercy For ſince Men opprobriouſ] 


+7 a 


reſiſt 
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reſiſt both the Light of Nature and 
Divine Revelation, what can be more 
juſt than for the Soveraign Diſpenſer 
to take away their Neglected Talents, 
and ſuffer them to ſink beneath that 
Reaſon which they have ſo groſsly a- 
bus d? Thus the Divine Honour, 
breaking through the uſual Methods 
of Long-ſuffering and Patience, has 
often eminently vindicated it ſelf in 
the Public View of the World ; and 
loudly refuted all Atheiſtical Princi- 
ples and Practices, by the utter Con- 
fuſion, Horror, Madneſs and Self- 
Execution of their moſt Daring Abet- 
tors. Which Execrable Fact and Hor- 
rid Impiety, condemn d by all Sober 
Heathens with the greateſt Deteſtati- 

on, has given an undeniable Proof 

That the Serious Practice of Religion 
. & the Higheſt Reaſon ; an Obe Tre 
Fear of God, the Trueſt Wiſdom ; and 
an Irreligious Life, the Greateſt Folly 
in the World. | | 


Bu T, Suppoſing That theſe ſevere 
Remarks on theDreadful Cauſes, Sym- 
ptoms and Effects of Atheiſm, may be 
unſuited to the Preſent Times; ſince 


very 
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very Few would willingly lye under 
the heavy Imputation; and That thoſe 
general Impreſſions of Natural Religi- 
on which, 1mprov'd by Superior Helps, 


eſtabliſh a Firm Belief of the Eternal 


Being, and ſerve as a Spring to quic- 
ken our Motions in all the neceſſary 
Parts of Divine Worſhip, are ſo clear 
and unſullied in the moſt of Chriſti- 
ans, as to need none of theſe Bright- 
ning Mzmento's Let, for the greater 
Security, ina Matter of ſo high impor- 
tance, Such a Teſt as this may be in 
ſome meaſure allowable, viz. 


I's that Belief ſo truly Awful and 
Practical, as to influence the general 
Courſe of the Life and Actions? Does 
it teach them Humility , Gratitude, 
Refignation and Dependance; ſo as to 
Regulate their Love to, and Solicitude 
for, all inferior Comfoxts with a be- 
coming Moderation; and commit their 
Souls to Him in a Courſe of Wel · do- 
ing, as unts a Faithful Creator? Does 
it induce them, from a ſtrong Propen- 
ſion of Mind, to Praiſe, Admire and 
Love Him, as the moſt Deſirable 
Good; to efteem his Favour _ 

than 


457 


'T 
_ 


158 | of Atheiſm. PR 
than Life, and carefully avoid whatſo- 
ever is Diſpleaſing to Him ; to delight 
in the P ractice of Vertue, and encou- 
rage it in Others, becauſe. tis an Emi- 
nent Part of his Likeneſs, ind an in- 
diſpenſable Ornament of the Rational 
Soul ? Does it make them-equally cau- 
tious of the moſt Secret, as of thoſe 
Open Sins which incur the Cenſure of 
Men? Does it inſpire them with à 
 Zealous Concern for his Name, Ho- 
nour, Service and Intereſt in the 
World? With a juſt Value for his Ho- 
Iy Word, and the admirable Method 
of Salvation therein Reveal d; not- 
withſtanding all the Contradictions of 
profligate Men, and the bitter Re- 
proaches of Infidels 2 Does it make 
them, in a Word, truly Serious, Re- 
gular and Conſtant in all the Subſtan- 
tial Duties of Religion ; Faithful, 
Diligent and Conſcientious in all their 
Temporal Concerns; and meekly in- 
ſtrumental, by the moſt Exemplary 
Vertue and Sobriety, to correct the 
Vices of a Diſſolute Age? 


PpPRACTICAL ATHEISM 
has always been the Grand Support of 
| Specula- 
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Speculative ; and deſervedly eſteem'd 
no leſs Damning in its Tendency and 
Effects; being altogether as unreaſon- 
able and provoking, as the Other is 
impious and abſurd : But, in Reſpect 
of the unhappy Influence it has on O- 

thers, this ſeems to merit the ſevereſt 
Puniſhment, if any Difference ſhall be 
aſſign d. As tis the Higheſt Ingrati- 
tude, ſo the Deepeſt Stain of Reaſona- 
ble Nature, and admits of no Pallia- 
tion or Excuſe z eſpecially where all 
the Extraordinary Advantages of Di- 
vine Revelation have been not only 
enjoy'd in the conftant Exerciſe of the 
Miniſterial Function, but by Federal 
Engagements aflented to. S. Paul 
ſpeaks of Some who prefeſr'd that they 
knew God; but in Works deny d Him : 
And what more dreadful Character is 
it poſſible for Men to lye under ; un- 
leſs by Solemn Contract and Refig- 
nation they become Sworn Factors to 
the Devil? What Arguments can Such 
uſe to perſwade the increJulous World 
that there is any Thing amiable and 
attractive in Chriſtianity, or in Moral 
Vertue and Goodneſs ; or to win them 
over to a Practical Belief of the Pn 
1 an 
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and Attributes of God, whilſt they 
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can ſatisfy themſelves to live as if they 
thought there were None? Thus the 


Ways of Zion mourn : Religion is ex- 


pos'd to Indignity and Contempt; and 
its Glorious Author continually waun- 
ded in the Houſe of bis Titular Friends : 
Which 1s far worſe than all the De- 
ſign'd Aﬀronts which He receives from 
the moſt inveterate Enemies. Yet 
this Dreadful Contagion 1s apt to ſteal 
on Multitudes of Chriſtians inſenſibly, 
in a pleaſing Growth of Vicious Ha- 
bits ; whilſt they can eatily take up 
with a Few General Notions, Cold 
and Tranſient Thoughts, or a Lazy 
Indifference in Things of Eternal Con- 
cernment. Were the real Danger, 
both in Reſpect of Themſelves and 
Others, but duely apprehended; Such 
as are Wel-wiſhers to the Common 
Good of Mankind, would not take ſo 
great a Liberty in Sporting with Pro- 
faneneſs, and boldly venturing on the 
Borders of Atheiſm ; but by Timely 


Caution and Diligent Care happily. 
cruſh thoſe Pernicious Evals in their 


Beginning ; leſt, being more throughly 


confirm'd, the Task ſhould be almoſt 
| as 
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as Difficult as to remove a Mountain. 
The Mind that is inur'd to the Paths 
of Vertue, always carries with it the 
ſureſt Balance againſt thoſe Enormi- 
ties by which Others are eaſily born 
down : And this plainly ſuggeſts the 
great Advantage of early Piety and 
good Education. As to a Careleſs Per- 
fon ; if notwithſtanding his Sottiſh 
Diſpoſition, and unwarrantable Neg- 
les; all ſhould happen to ſucceed 
well at laſt, in the Main Chance 
(which is more than Reaſonable to be 
expected) ; yet the want of that ſolid 
Satis faction and true Compoſure which 
generally attends a Wel-order'd Con- 
verſation, would be ſufficient to deter 
any conſiderate Chriſtian from run- 
ning ſo great a Risk : But eſpecially 
ſince ſuch a Deportment will have the 
moſt unhappy Influence on the Final 
Determination of a Future State. 


I Chriſtianity, in the whole Scope 
of its Excellent Doctrines, leads Men 
to the Nobleſt Pitch of Moral Vertue, 
and Something beyond it; how high- 


ly inexcuſable mult all thoſe be, whole 


Degenerate Minds will ſubje& both 
M Reaſon 
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Reaſon and Divine Revelation to the 
Sordid Pleaſures of Senſe! Who pre- 
fer a few Pleaſing Trifles at preſent, 
to an incorruptible Crown in Rever- 
ſion; or perhaps too often ſtagger both 
at the Belief thereof and their Capa- 
city for ſuch an Enjoyment! Who, at 
the Beſt, content themſelves with an 
Orthodox Faith in Notion only; but 
make no Scruple to contradict it in 
the whole Courſe of their Life and 
Actions! Whatever the affected Bra- 
very of ſuch Daring Advocates for A- 
theiſm, or Stupid Pretenders to Chri- 


ſtianity, may ſuggeſt for their preſent 


Encouragement, Nothing is more cer- 
tain than That after a few more Days, 
Months, or perhaps Years, are rolled 
over, Death will Diſſolve their pre- 


ſent Frame, and fix them in an un- 


changeable State of Bleſſedneſs or 


| Woe: And then their Plenary Enjoy- 


ments of cither Kind, will be accor- 
ding to the former Guſt which they 
have had in this Short and uncertain 
Tract of Time, It they have now no 
Practical Knowledg of nor Delightin 
the Paths of Vertue and Holineſs, 
they ſhall aſſuredly remain Strangers 

| to 
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tothe bleſſed Fruits and Glorious Re- 
wards thereof for ever : Since Nothing 
can be more abſurd than to take a full 
Carouze in the imaginary Sweets of 
this World (as not a Few, tho' ſcarce 
„ ee to be rank d among Brutes, 
eſteem the Height of Immorality) and 
yet hope to ſhare in the neglected Joys 
of the World to come. That ingenu- 
ous and well known Excuſe in the 
Poet ——Video Meliora proboque; Dete. 
riora ſequor will neither extenu- 
ate nor relieve : But rather, on the 
contrary, the moſt inſupportable Tor- 
ments will then ariſe from a freſh and 
indelible Remembrance of Former 
miſ-improv*'d Opportunities. For the 
Soul, being wholly Diſengag'd from 
its preſent Clogs of Fleſh and Senſual 
Pleaſures, will have the moſt clear and 
Reflexive View of it ſelf and all the 
Actions which it has produc'd ; and 
need no Arguments (as too many 
now do) to prove the real intrinſic 
Worth of True Religion and Serious 
Piety ; whether there be. any more 
in it than an empty Name, an advan- 
tageous Artifice; or, at Beſt, a Plau- 
ſible Pretence to amuſe the World: 
M 2 No; 
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No; Inviſible Things will then ap- 
pear the greateſt Realities; their Im. 
portance anſwerable to the Duration 
and Degree; and They alone be ad- 
judg'd the Faithful Stewards, whofe 
Timeand Talents, whoſe ſteady Care 
and Beſt Endeavours, have been de- 
lightfully employ*d in Contemplating 
the Glory above, and ſecuring tb 
themſelves the ineſtimable Treaſures 
of an Endleſs Life. Therefore a- 
midſt the various Incumbrances and 
Hurry of Thoughts that accoſt Us 
in our Hazardous Paſſage through 
the uneven Paths of Time, this will 
be found the One Thing Needfal ; 
which, like a Cluſter from the Pro- 


mis'd Land, may ſerve at Preſent to 


invigorate our Minds in their moſt 
Gloomy Intervals ; and excite to 
ſuch a patient Perſeverance in Wel- 
doing as hath the ſure Promiſe of 
a Bleſſed Immortality annex*'d:W here- 
as, on the Contrary, to flip theſe 
Golden Minutes, allotted for our 
Probation, either in a Disbelief or 
Careleſs Contempt of Future Joys 


and Puniſhments, till the Soul 2 a 
ur- 
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Surprizing Summons is hurried off 
from its Earthly Station, in order to 
give an Account at the Supreme Tri- 
unal; muſt needs very much imbit- 
ter the Dark Paſſage into another 
World, and prove a certain, but ter- 
rible, Pledge of its Future Diſappoint- 
ment. 
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R O M what has been hitherto, 

with humble Deference and as 
much Brevity as poſſible, offer'd to 
the Serious Conſideration of all Un- 
prejudic'd Perſons, on the Firſt menti- 
on'd Heads ; theſe Plain Dedat#ions 
do neceſſarily ariſe, vis, 


I. NoTwiTHSTANDIXGthat 
Active, Powerful and Penetrating 
Principle of Divine Reaſon, Originally 
inſtamp'd on the Human Soul, which 
was both Sufficient to have preſerv'd 
an Univerſal Rectitude in its Facul- 
ties, and remain'd an Effectual Guide 
in the Way of Duty and Happineſs - 
This Shining Reſemblance of the Om- 
nipotent Creator, is now altogether 


Darken'd ; and, tho' the Chief Spring 
. e eee 
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of Spiritual Life and Operations, 
deeply tainted with a Poy ſonous Inſe- 
Aion ; So that the Lower Subſervi- 
ent Faculties, thus vitiated and De- 
prav'd, whilſt, like the Ruins of ſome 
very Magnificent Building, they are 
yet Diſcernible, have altogether loſt 
their Moral Tendency and Regular 
Exerciſe; being ſwallow*d up by thoſe 
impetuous Diſorders into which they 
were fallen. Hence the Underſtand- 
ing and Judgment are mortally woun- 
ded and miſerably perverted ; and 
that Divine Love, which at Firſt in- 
ſpir'd the Will and Affections, either 
extinguiſh'd or at leaſt over-born by 
thoſe impure Flames of the Senſitive 
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Appetite. And thus the whole Maſs 


of Mankind were equally concluded 
under an abſolute Incapacity, without 
the Extraordinary Favour of a Special 
Divine Revelation, and thoſe other 
Supernatural Aids annex'd thereto, to 
Diſcern, chooſe or perſevere in the 
Way of Life and Bleſſedneſs; to Re- 
trieve the Original Excellency of their 
Nature, and that Beatific Communi- 
on in Knowledg and Obedience to 


which they were Deſign' d. 
M 4 II. IN 
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II. I x this Deplorable State, of 
Univerſal Deſection, Impotence and 
Guilt, which had altogether effac'd 
the Heavenly Image, the unſearchable 
Depth of Divine Omniſcience, Wiſ- 
dom and Grace was Gloriouſly mani- 
feſted in Exhibiting, under the Form 
of Human Nature, an Almighty De- 
liverer, of infinite Vertue and. Effica- 
Cy ; to Expiate the Guilr, Reconcile, 
Sanctiſy, Renew, and Purchaſe, with 
an adequate Price, Man's Joy ful Re- 
admiſſion to the Eternal Boſom which 
He had forfeited ; and ona much ſurer 
Foundation than that Self-ſufficiency 
wherewith He had been formerly in- 
truſted, Which Glorious Myſtery of 
Redemption, eminently Diſplay'd un- 
der the Types and Promiſes of the Old 
Teſtament, and in Due Time com- 
pleatly verified in the Perſon, Obedi- 
ence and Sufferings of our Bleſſed Savi- 
or, is of the higheſt Importance ſor all 
Mankind to believe and Practically 
embrace; as the Onely Means 
wherein their Ultimate Felicity is in- 
volv'd. For, in what Degree ſoever 
(which is beyond the Human Province 
Iv * 2 . 
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to Determine) a General Perſuaſion of 


Divine Goodneſs, accompanied with 
a Life of Integrity and Vertue, from 
Thoſe that were moſt Exemplary in 


Natural Improvements, where the 


Happy Medium of Reconciliation has 
been altogether unknown, may be 
accepted by the Supreme Donor, w hoſe 
ExpeQations (as that noted Parable of 
the Talents ſuggeſts) will be propor- 
tion*d tothe Meaſure which he gives: 
Such as have been eminently Favour'd 
with that Singular Happineſs of en- 
joying the Sure Word of Prophecy, and 
cleareſt Revelation of Him who is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life; as well 


in the Dignity and Suitableneſs of his 


Perſon, as the Divine Authority, Ef- 
ficacy and Perfection of his Doctrin 
and Merits, confirm'd by the moſt in- 
fallible Proofs that either Reaſon or 
Senſe could require; and yet, from a 
Perverſeneſs of Mind, will reſolutely 
chooſe to retract their Baptiſmal De- 
dication, trample on his Laws, under- 
value his Benefits, or leſſen his Prero- 
gative ; muſt inevitably incur both the 
Deepeſt Guilt and Severeſt Condem- 
nation, at his Glorious 3 — 
Wit 
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with the Terrors of Divine Majeſty, 
to Jaage the World in Righteouſneſs. 


III. THE Genuine Effects of that 
Blefſed Diſpenſation on the Minds of 
Men, are ſo highly Ennobling, ſo 
truly Excellent and inimitable; that 


all other Vertuous Habits, whether 


Natural or acquir'd, which of them- 
ſelves bear a I incture of Vanity ſur- 
aſſing their intrinſic Worth, are there- 
y purg*d from their Native Droſs, and 
in Subſervience to the Superior Princi- 
ple of Divine Operative Faith, help 
to make up that renew'd Frame, or 
amiable Temper, wherein the Life 
and Eſſence of Religion Eminently 
conſiſts. And no leſs than ſuch an 
Happy Complication of all Heavenly 
Vertues, is ſufficient to anſwer the 
Great Deſign of the Goſpel, in Exalt- 
ing the Glory of the Divine Attributes, 
thro* the whole Work of Salvation, by 
Jeſus Chriſt ; as the compleat Propitia- 
tory Sacrifice, the inexhauſtible Foun- 
tain of Life, and the Eternal Root and 
Pattern of all Holy Obedience. An 
Univerſal Conformity to his Bleſſed 
Doctrin and Inſtitutions, with a De- 
lightſul 


lightful Emulation of his Humility, 
Patience, Forgiveneſs, Self-Denial, 
Beneficence, Charity, Reſignation, 
and all other his imitable Perfections, 
are the Neceſſary Evidence of a ſure 
Title to, or Intereſt in, thoſe ineſti- 
mable Privileges of the Evangelic Co- 
venant. Hereby the true Dignity of 
Human Nature is moſt ſucceſstully re- 
triev'd; Corrupt Reaſon ſubjected to 
the ſurer Conduct of its proper Guide, 
and the Lower Undiſciplin'd Faculties 


reduc'd to an happy Order and Har- 


mony in their Purſuit of all thoſe ap- 
pointed Means which infallibly lead 
to our ultimate Happineſs. 


IV. As every Greater Principle, 
in Things of the ſame Nature and 
Tendency, comprehends or neceſſarily 
includes the Leſſer: So Chriſtianity, 
the moſt Excellent Principle and En- 
nobling Habit of which Reaſonable 
Nature is Suſceptive,not only contains, 
but heightens, improves and purifies 
all the Subſervient Springs of general 
Vertue and Goodneſs. That Origi- 
nal Law of Moral Righteouſneſs, im- 
printed on the Human Soul, asa Guide 
8 to 
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to the Supreme Love and Service of 
God, and an Imitation of his Veracity, 
Faithfulneſs, Juſtice, Mercy and Be- 
neficence towards Men; our Bleſſed 
Savior, in the voluntary Aſſumption 
of Human Nature, came to Rectify, 
Brighten and Reſtore. Notwithſtan- 
ding this had been very much ob- 
ſcur'd through Man's Deviation and 
Diſobedience, and afterwards, by 
wonderful Condeſcenſion, made plain 
in the Two Tables of Written Pre- 
cepts, uſher'd in with the moſt Au- 
thentick Marks of Divine Authority ; 
yet there was need of ſuch a Meſ6ah, or 
Heavenly Interpreter (as Elihu expreſſes 
it) to Eſtabliſh and confirm this un- 
alterable Rule, Diſcover its Rectitude, 
free it from the miſerable Perverſion 
of Mens Erroneous Judgment, and 
enforce its Everlaſting Obligation, All 
which He has compleatly anſwer'd, 
both in Example and Precept, to the 
Eternal Refutation of Antinomian 
Principles and Practices; which by an 
unwarrantable Latitude, have ſhame- 
fully abus'd the Holy Doctrins of E- 
vangelic Faith to a ſecret Indulgence 
of ſome particular Darling Vices, and 

toO 
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too often the groſſeſt Immoral Acti- 
ons, in open Defiance of all Natural 
Juſtice and Humanity. | 


V. AWkrETCHE O Complicatie 
on of the Blackeſt Deformities inci- 
dent to Rational Beings, viz. the 
moſt Horrible Impiety, the deepeſt 
Ingratitude, and the groſſeſt Abſur- 
dity, are requiſite to the Conſtituti- 
on and Support of that Monſtrous 
Birth which we call Atheiſm: A 
Principle (if it may be calld any) 
ſo inconſiſtent in it ſelf, fo irreconci- 
lable to the common Light of Na- 
ture, to the many Wonders of Crea- 
tion and Providence, and the general 
Sentiments of Mankind in all Ages, 
that without the moſt ſordid Dege- 
neracy and wilful Stupidity it could 
never have obtain'd the leaſt Footing 
among Intelligent Creatures. Con- 
ſider'd ſtrictly as Negative, it implies 
no leſs than a Privation or total Ex- 
tinction of Solid Reaſon and Good- 
neſs, or of the Univerſal Dictates of 
Natural Religion, with all their neceſ- 
ſary Conſequents: And, as it pro- 
perly ſurpaſſes any Poſitive Denomi- 

nation; 
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nation; ſo, in ſome Degree, the De- 
meanor of the very Apoſtate Spirits ; 
who, whilſt they have caſt off all Du- 
ty and Allegiance to their Rightful 
Soveraign, retain, with Horror, an 
Acknowledgment of his Eternal Be- 
ing and irreſiſtible Power. In vain 
therefore does Proud Man, an helpleſs 
and Dependent Worm, far more Vile 
than thoſe which He daily treads on, 
breath out his Blaſphemous Affronts 
againſt Divine Omnipotence, and pre- 
ſume to contend with his Glorious 
Creator and Merciful Preſerver; not 
only by out-braving his Power arid 
Juſtice, but moſt deſperately Deny- 
ing his Exiſtence, and impiouſly De- 
riding both the uoparallel'd Love and 
ineſtimable Merits of the Bleſſed Re- 
deemer, with the awful Myſteries of 
that Sacred Religion inſtituted by 
Him, For, tho' Divine Patience uſu- 
ally conſigns Such Daring Miſcreants 
to that Dreadiul Tribunal of the Su- 
preme Judg ; yet they are always 
within his Reach, and not only liable 
to be cruſh'd in piecesevery Moment, 
but often utterly confounded in the ve- 


ry midſt of their execrable — 
an 


and given up, as Tremendous Monu- 
ments of Vengeance and Caution, to 
the inſupportable Agonies of Deſpair. 
ing Horror, and the Deſtructive Vio- 
lence of their own Hands. As toQ- 
thers; who profeſs a Firm Belief of the 
Incomprehenſible Deity, with an aw- 
ful Regard to the Divine Authori- 
ty and Poſitive Inſtitutions of our 
Bleſſed Savior, and yet by their 


Diſſolute Lives reflect a Shame on 


that Holy Religion, and thereby 
prove the Principal Support of Spe- 
culative Atheiſm: Their Danger 
and Guilt is no ways inferior, but 
in Reſpect of their greater Meaſure 
of Knowledg, and the unhappy In- 
fluence on Multitudes of Others, to 
harden them in a Contempt of Pie 
and Vertue, admits of a Dreadful Ag- 
ravation; and, whatever they may 
ondly imagine to the contrary, with- 
out the Serious Interpoſition of a 
Timely Retreat and adequate Repen- 
tance, manifeſted in all the pro- 
per Fruits thereof, will aſſuredly 
terminate in that Diſmal Portion of 
the Hypocrites and Unbelievers. 


THE 
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THE 


ConcriusioN. 


HESE Brief Animadverſions 

on the moſt weighty Matters 
relating to the general Intereſt of 
Religion, together with Some Few 
Coincident Thoughts of what moſt 
direCtly tends to a Common Tempo- 
ral Happineſs, and removing the Prin- 
cipal Obſtacles thereunto ; would need 
no Degree of Apology, were we but 
duly affected with the great Activity 
of our Common Adverſary, by all 
Sorts of Inſtruments and the moſt 
Refin'd Stratagems, not only to in- 
troduce an Univerſal Corruption of 
Manners; but wholly to Subvert the 
Foundations of Reveal d or Inſtitu- 
ted Religion; by exploding the Di- 
vine Origin, Neceſſity and Efficacy 


of the Holy Scriptures as an Eſta- 
bliſh'd 


r 
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bliſb'd Rule both of Faith and Pra- 


ctice; Diminiſhing or undervaluing 
the Lord of Glory, as well in the 
Dignity of his Perſon as the Merits of 
his Sacrifice; and Bearing down the 
Sacred Function in that juſt Authori- 
ty Delegated by Him, with the moſt 
Opptobrious Invectives: And if we 
had alſo a Juſt Senſe of the inexpreſ- 


ſible Miſchiefs arifing from our Un- 


bappy Divifions and Animoſities, re- 
ſpeting Matters of Civil Concern- 
ment. When a Foreign Enemy, or 
Pretender to Native Right aſſiſted by 
Foreign Power, attempts to invade 
our Confines, None can reaſonably 
plead to be exempted from that Com- 
mon Duty of joining in the Oppoſi- 
tion: And when the Grand Diſtur- 
ber of our Preſent and Eternal Re- 
poſe, in Things of the Sublimeſt Na- 
ture, exerts Himſelf. with an unuſual 
Vigour to accompliſh his pernicious 
Deſigns ; by widening our unhappy 
Breaches, heightening our Animoſi - 
ties, and rendring both the Eſſentials 
of Religion and all Eccleſiaſtical Au- 


thority contemptible, or at leaſt ineffe- 


Qual for the neceſſary Support of Or- 
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der and Diſcipline, and preſerving 
the Purity of Faith and Manners, 
it is to be hop'd none will be {6 care- 
leſly ſtupid as to think themſelves 
unconcern'd in the general Danger, 
and not contribute their Pious Wiſhes, 
joyn'd with Exemplary Endeavours, 


to avert the Fatal Conſequents. 


As there never was a clearer Di- 
rection of Providence, or more real 
Occaſion, for all Proteſtants, ho un- 


der ſeveral Denominations, profeſs 


an Equal Averſion to the Church of 
Rome, and plead the Common Prin- 
ciples of Reformation, to lay aſide 
their, Former Unhappy Prejudice and 
Animoſities, and heartily contribute 
their, United Endeavours to thoſe 
Great and Excellent Purpoſes, i. e. 
Supporting the General Intereſt of 
Chriſtianity in its Fundamental Prin- 
ciples and Bleſſed Effects, againſt the 
Daring Attempts of worſe than Popiſb 
Adverſaries; who aim at no leſs than 
the utter Extirpation of the Common 
Chriſtian Faith : So there never was 
a more Favourable or Advantageous 
Opportunity than under the Gentle 

Admi- 
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Admimftration of Her Preſent M A- 
JEST Y; who in Her own Great 
Example, Pious Concern, and Diffu- 


ſive Goodneſs, has always manifeſted: 


a Singular Deſire to Unite all Her 
Subjects in One Common Bond of In- 
tereſt and Affection, to retrieve the 
Beauty and Reputation of Subſtantial 
Piety, and be Inſtrumental for the 
Reforming of an extreamly Looſe and 
Profligate Age. And if any can beſo 
ioflextble, either through a fond In- 
dulgence of Vicious Courſes, or un- 
reaſonable Piques, as to thwart, or 
not heartily promote, ſuch Noble De- 
ſigns, in their reſpeQive Stations and 
Capacities ; they will do well to con- 
ſider ſeriouſly what juſt Diſpleaſure of 
Almighty God, what deſerved Cen- 
fures of the Better Sort of Mankind, 
( not only at preſent, but handed 
own to their unhappy Poſterity)and 
what diſmal Scenes of Repentance,they 


are boldly preparing for themſelves. 


TER E indeed greatly to bewiſh'd 
(as there is the Higheſt Reaſon imagi- 
nable) That where the Points of Dif- 
ference from the National Eſtabliſh» 
be N 2 ment 
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ment are very ſmall,” ia Compariſon 
ol all thoſe Eſſential and more Weigh- 
ty Things wherein they agree, a Ten- 
der Regard to the great Advantages 
of Peace, Unity and Order, might be 
thought of ſufficient Weight to ſolli- 
cite a ſpeedy Return, and preſerve 
the Harmony of a General Communi- 
on; notwithſtanding ſuch Diverſity of 
Opinions about Circumſtantial Points, 
wherein all Good and Sincere Chri- 
ſtians never were nor will be agreed. 
But, tho? this muſt be left to the Judg- 
ment and Conſcience of every indi- 
vidual Perſon, over which another 
can claim no juſt Right to preſide ; 
yet the Defect hereof, on the Account 
of immoveable Scruples and a Conſci- 
entious Integrity, can be no Reaſon- 
able Bar to the Preſervation of a more 
general Unanimity and Concord, in 
the mutual Intercourſe of all Good 
Offices, for, reſtraining the impetuous 
Torrent of Prophaneneſs and ſtrength- 
ning the Common Intereſts of Religi- 
on; as Fellow Members of the fame 
Myſtical Body, the True Univerſal 
Church, connected to the ſame Glori- 
ous Head in One Orthodox Faith and 
; | J 
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Baptiſm; and Profefſedly aiming at 
the fame Religious Ends, tho' under 
different Modes of outward Appear- 
ance. By reſuming ſuch a Primitive 
Temper, the Principal Deſigns of the. 
Subtil adverſary in our unhappy Divi- 
viſions would be eafily Fruſtrated, the 
general Peace and Unity of the Church 
ſecur'd, the awful Reputation of 
Chriſtianity retriev'd and advanc'd, 
and all its Poſitive Inſtitutions pre- 
ſerv'd in their juſt Authority and E- 
ſteem. 423 


Wirkou r ſuch Univerſal Prin- 
ciples of Brotherly Kindneſs and Cha- 
rity, of Meekneſs and Condeſcenſion, 
manifeſted by an hearty Concurrence 
in promoting the General Love of 
Vertue and Piety, not only in Notion 
but Practice, and free from the Mo- 
dern Biaſs of Unfriendly Diſt inctions; 
we can have no juſt Reaſon to expect 
any conſiderable Progreſs in Reclaim - 
ing the Deſtructive Immoralities of the 
Times, nor a further Continuance of 
the Propitious Smiles of Heaven to 
crown with an happy Iflue thoſe Great 
and Noble Enterpriſes in the 1 
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Deſence of Honour and Liberty 
wherein we have juſtly engag'd. Tho” 
hitherto the Br:riſþ Realm has not only 
been ſurrounded with Peace and Plen- 
Pg whilſt the Diſtant World is almoſt - 

unk under the Preſſure of Hoſtile Vio- 
lence, and thoſe Diſmal Confuſions 
that neceſſarily attend it; but often 
happily ſurpriſed with a full Tide of 
the moſt aſtoniſhing Succeſs, flowing 
in upon Us beyond all reaſonable Ex- 
72739 or Hopes: Tho? our SOVE- 
EIGN has eminently appear'd, be- 


| Fond the Reach of Detracting Malice, 


co have been reſerv'd by the peculiar 
Care of Providence as the Glorious 
Inſtrument” both to conſummate the 
Happineſs of Her Kingdoms, and fet- 
tle the Jarring Nations, like Auguſtus 
Czſar, in perfect Tranquility: Tho- 
Her Invincible Reſolutions, Unparal- 
led Conduct, and Exemplary Piety, 
have ſufficiently Diſcover d Her to 
have no further Reliſh of Life or 
Greatneſs than as She is capable of 
improving the more immediate Feli- 
city of Her People, and conferring 
Durable Benefits on the World: Vet 
tig pollible for Thoſe WhO emoy ſo 
Ev Great 


Great a Public Bleſſing, thro Ingras 


* _ 8 


Achan in Iſrael of old) the Merciful 


6 Frauful Land is turn'd into Hartes 
eſs from the Diſſolute Lives of its In- 


VUnerring Conduct of Divine Proyi- 
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titude and, Want of Humble Ackoow- 
ledgments to the Supreme Author, 
Indulgence of Vicious Courſes, unrea- 
ſonable Animobiies, and other Siaful 


Provocations, to ſtop ( like wretched 


Current 0 Divine Favours: Whereas 
a wiſe Improvement of them, to the 
Furtherange. of Religion and Vertu, 
of Gratitude, Unanimity and Love, 8 


to engage both their continued Deſc! 


and abundant Increaſe. Tusz the 
Aﬀertionaf's very Great Aithor, Thae 


habicaats : And if ſo, Men may divert 
their Inquiries into more Uſeſul Spe- 
culations than either to mur mur at 


dence, or turn the ſole, Edge of their 


Reflections on any Inſtruments, when 
the propos'd Succeſs of the Belt con- 


certed Meaſures does not fully anſcher 
their conſident Expectations. The 


moſt Signal Bleſſings. of Heaven loud- 


ly call for Proportionable Returns; and 
eſpecially from a People Profeſſing 
| Chriſtia- 
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Chriſtianity in its Pureſt Reſormatit 


 Wherein if we are not found wantin ; 


there is no Reaſon to Doubt but That 
the Sovereign DireQor of all Cauſes 
and Events, to whom Nothing is 
more Pleaſant than for Brethren ¶ in a 
Natural, Political, and Myſtical Rela» 
tion] to Dwell together in Unity, w 

yet Delight to do Us Good; and cauſe 
the Choiceſt of his Favours, like 


*thoſe Ancient Dews of Hermon, to de- 


ſcend both on our Charch and State 
"which have been eminently hitherto 
the Object of his Providential Care - 
On the Former, by a more Unani- 


mous Purſuit of the Besen Scope and 


Excellent Purpoſes of Religion: And 
on 80 tter, by ſuch an intire Har- 
y of Intereſts and Affections, as 
wil r a moſt Flouriſhing Kay 
dom throughout the Longeft Recor 
of Time, and an effectual Curb to the 
Swelling Pride of SUCH as ſhall pre- 
fume to invade the Eſtabliſh d Riz gbr 
olf * 


